CONDITIONS OF USE FOR THIS PDF

The images contained within this PDF may be used for private study, scholarship, and
research only. They may not be published in print, posted on the internet, or exhibited. They
may not be donated, sold, or otherwise transferred to another individual or repository without
the written permission of The Museum of Modern Art Archives.

When publication is intended, publication-quality images must be obtained from SCALA
Group, the Museum’s agent for licensing and distribution of images to outside publishers and
researchers.

If you wish to quote any of this material in a publication, an application for permission to publish
must be submitted to the MoMA Archives. This stipulation also applies to dissertations and
theses. All references to materials should cite the archival collection and folder, and
acknowledge “The Museum of Modern Art Archives, New York.”

Whether publishing an image or quoting text, you are responsible for obtaining any consents
or permissions which may be necessary in connection with any use of the archival materials,
including, without limitation, any necessary authorizations from the copyright holder thereof or
from any individual depicted therein.

In requesting and accepting this reproduction, you are agreeing to indemnify and hold
harmless The Museum of Modern Art, its agents and employees against all claims, demands,
costs and expenses incurred by copyright infringement or any other legal or regulatory cause
of action arising from the use of this material.

NOTICE: WARNING CONCERNING COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Under certain conditions specified
in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a photocopy or other reproduction.
One of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is not to be “used for
any purpose other than private study, scholarship, or research.” If a user makes a request for,
or later uses, a photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair use,” that user may
be liable for copyright infringement.




2544

FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:

Newhall o.3

ART (ENTER SCHOOL

WEST SEVENTH STREET LOS ANGELES CALIFORNIA o FEDERAL 41738

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

October 28, 1942

Dear Nancy:

Just a rush line to acknowledge your letter of CUctober
26th. I will write a personal letter in a dey or so.

I am vastly relieved at your decision on the neg-print
show, It has been a sort of sword of Damocles and I have been
more than deeply concerned over it. I am sure the depertment
can function with simpler and more timely experessions. The neg-
print show will be developed without let-up and I em sure that

it will be a spectaculsr exhibit when peace is established to

stert off the educational aspects of the department iumediately
after the war. I don't feel thst I let you down in this particular
show as much as I perhaps failed in organizing my own time and
work in such & wey that I could have completed the show a long

time sgo or had foreseen the impending difficulties. But more
about all of this later.

I am pleased on your expression of Jim's photographic
abtitude. More about tnis leter, too.

Your comments on the state of photography in the war
are very exciting.

I had quite & difficulty tracing the sculpture negatives.
I finally was able to locate tliem in the vault in San Francisco and
it took a day or so to make arrangements to get at them. They were
sent to me nere and I forwarded all of them to Miss Otis, to be
printed under her supervision as I doubted that adequate cbuld be
done here in time. Y

As far as any arrangements are concerned regarding these
prints, please do not bother about 1t. I agree with you that, when
you need a print, you need it, and if I happen to be involved in an
inexcapable routine hunareds of miles away from my negatives there
is no reason that the negatives should not be made availsble.

THE ART CENTER SCHOOL IS A NON-PROFIT INSTITUTION
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L confess 1 have no recollection of ever receiving &
wire about prints for Thomas Parker. Either the wire never
reached me or I have had & fearful lapse of memory. I have
our correspondence filed here end I find no record. So, some-
thing must have gone seriously amiss somewhere. In any event,
the negetives are in New York by now and prints can be made
for him or the negatives can be sent to me at my San Prancisco
aduress and I will meke them next week or the week after, when
I expect to be there.

My schedule now i1s this — I am leaving for Yosemite to-
night with about forty of the school students for a last fling st
landscape instruction end will leave for Sen Francisco the end
of next week. I shall be back here in less than three weeks.

Good luck and affectionate greetings to you and Beau,
end be sssured I will write you a long newsy letter at the
ear.iest poscible moment.

Yours ever,
A i e Mee—"

-__._-_—.-—-—-—
Mrs. Beaumont Newhall
The Harrisburger
Harrisburg, Pa.




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.,

Collection: Series.Folder:

Newhall .3

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

13 Oetober 1942
Dsar Ansel,

Thanks for your letter, Besu camo down for a flying visit Saturdey nipghty spproved
the new print room end the Stieglitz cases---blue, lined with vhite flammel-—-
mdgumd out my problems in a flash, hed tea with Alfred, =nd dashed over to
ses Stieglitsz, who so subdued the Saturday afterncon mobsoens that ire could talk
directly to us, Then we splurged in « night of umrontad lwaury at the Gotham, and

how we wished you were there to share the mmerocus nightoaps we had with the sndrews]

m-thrdnyImmnmiawgroxmmrmmmzhmmwhﬂl
%o write you some real nowsy letters.

In the meantime, here are two headschos for you, both somshow oo complicated to
be put into telegrammar, and both urgents

1, The ¥useun's Bducstionel Iroject wants enlargaments of five of the soulpture
;ﬂnﬂ.l told them you were in Los Angeles end the negatives probebly in Sen

isco, end that I did mot know whet you would charge for mmlargements in this cam

They are prepared to pay §3 ord4, and, of course, they weante them in ebout tem b |

dayss Nore ie the informationt

1. Child wit: Cat (three-quarters view)-40" x 30"
2, Malllol, Homd ~12Zhigh, Width epperently in proportion,
3. Bromouei, Bird in Spsce -30" high. Ditto,

4. Lipohits, Flgure itﬂmt view) -24" highs

5a ” side view) -24" 2.,

d you feel like having them airmalled here end letting me pu the fear
anybody you specify to make the enlargomonts? Or have you an ast
onld bat them through? I expect it sounds like the last straw at this point,

As the seulpture prints as & whols, I'm golng %o mat them and keep them in
oase in the eolloction, so they won't be snitshed snd batterad and t :
show them a 1ittla romspect. ind as to paylng you for tham, sinoe you are o ah
and retiring about puttlng « price on them, 4L somss to me that perhaps I sh -
nalce a bill for you, using the prices you quoted to Beau as o basis,

you -za not to bother, but I AN bothered. Things like that mst be

and clean, And that b s us to the much-dreaded Hoadacho Noe2s

2, Condidly, Ansel, do you feel up to © lotimg the Neglrint or would _
canoel the whols thing? I lmow you're d, and certainly Y I!mow there's
A1l of us here went that shows 1t's boen suggested that if you just oan't do
gomebody slse shonld, 1 Jdilled thet; the Neg-Frint is yours, nobody else
the paseion snd the kmowlcdgs w do it, And any other varistion on the theme
be & fudged-ap subetitution, Iow far have you eotually pone? So fer that al
need is just a 11ttle more, or are there st411 large gaps incomplete?

‘ting g B o
wal and 1t's still in the sohedule, And thore are meny a fow
mon dovmstelrs to propare them for u:.'mld you rather let the whole drop
t111 peees, an you have often ruggosted?

You soe, sven thouﬁlwo sey wo are not eoheduling 1% #111 it
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Ansel Ademge—--2

Flease wire repliee to both these questions, I'll be gone by Saturday afternoon
end 1t is I who mast handle them,

Alwaye offoectionntely,
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Savurdey (s

NEWCOMB CARLTOM
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICEC-FAEGICEN

Tha il m‘!nEnMn-msln—n—.uA.&-.I—n_r.wswnnbhm---.u.t“m Mﬂmk
‘lnuéf} 22 POSANGELES CALIF 17 855A
MRS BEAUMCHNT MEWHALL=

Uul_i..u W. U MODERHN

4]

SCULPKEGS 11l SANFR SCO OR YOSEMITEw W TRACE AND W{RE
FEDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT AM AIR HAILING REPORT ON NEGPRUNT
EXH1BIT GREETINGS TO YO '

|
i T

‘....u._,

su1ll will need ever,tning ilisied - plv_wood etc. It

obvious that if the show is to be circulated and Fluorescent tubes availatle only for

installations within the Museum, that we will have to use MaZde and opal glass.

Otherwise, I can see no obstdcale, Will send on some specifications shortly. The

THE ART CENTER SCHOOL IS§ A NON-PROFIT INSTITUTION
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Savurday(

WESTERN
UNJ[ON

NEWCOMB cARLTON J. 2. WILLEV
CHAIRMAN OF THE MoARD FIRST VIEE-FHL

NAB 17 348% DquA.radrc;:co
IBEAUMONT HEWHALL, HUSEUM OF
K41 wesT 55 s1= ' - gl

:glzﬁimh_LL" J el
AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY SANFRANCISCO SCULPTURE PROOFS AND
INSTRUCTIONS TODAY IF POSSIBLE 11N 1UN PRICE roLLows.T
WEGATIVES DONATED. ONE PRINT FROH ONE WEGATIVE 2w50m SIX
PRINTS 8400x THELVE PRINTS 124504 25 PRINTS 25400 THESE
WOUED BE FINE REPRODUCTION PRINTS EIGHT BY TEN LETTER
FOLLOWS REGARDS=} = ' N

IANSEL aDA:S.*

‘..50 G’DU 13.)0

THE @@f WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE

- .
UL CUPUTHEY 1in NEw YorZ, 1 suill will need ever,ining listed - ply_wood etc. It 1s

obvious that 1f the show is to be circulated and Fluorescent tubes available only for

installations within the Museum, that we will have to use Mazda and opal glass.

Otberwise, 1 can see no obstdcals, Will send on eome specifications shortly. The

THE ART CENTER BCHOOL 18 A NON-PROFI'T INSTITUTION
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Savurdey el /

¥ York

“WESTER
_UNION

NEWCOME BAHL.WN
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

4 WikLEVER
M“ﬂe&m"?

WAY 22, 1942

=)

f, ALFRED HAS BEEN OUT OF
¥ SOONFR. HE IS DELIGHTED WITH THPM,

" gu'c'ss Ll VWas a Uiu vaguwve Ay a ==

put together in New Yorke I siill will need ever;tning listed - ply-wood, etc. It is

obvions that 4f the show is to be circulated and Fluorescent tubes available only for

installations within the Museum, that we will have to use Mazde end opal glasss

Otherwise, 1 can see no obstdcals. Will send on some specifications shortly. The

@ rHE ART CENTER SCHOOL IS A NON-PROFIT INSTITUTION
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Dear Npgncy,

Phanks for your Letter. You have haa, I can gather, & real experience
during the past few weeks. T am so glad you have been able to be with Hecaumont.
md I am excited that he is havins such a thrilling time of it. As for me, I am
patiently awaiting the aictates of Uncle Sammy in regard puao to-teaching nere. It
looks as if everything may land on us at once, In the mean time, we are iraining
civilians who are rapidly being aosorbed in the Armed Forces - chiefly Siznal Corps.
As long as I am doing work useful to the War effort I do not feel uncappy. I have
epsolutely no urge to put on a uniform! I think the Unizorm should be reserved for

tnose in active combets I can teach photography in & smock. I have seen s¢ many

}
desk captains of late literally busting with vacuoue authority. Toen I tuink of the

guys out in fromt, and - 0 well, it Las boen ever thus.

i am afraic I have causcd you needless concern avtoul the Neg.Frint show.
What T indicated in recent letters is simply tois: I Lave bad no forual statement that
the show was 0 be put together in New York. I had thought it was taken for granted
that such would be the case, but then I realized that per.ape the Museum might not
be thinking that way acout it. Hence, the letters weee intended to be questions on
the matter, tut I guess I was & olt vague. Anyway, I now assume that the show w&l be
put together in New York. I s 411 will need ever thing listed - ply-wood, etc. It is
obvious that if the show is to be circulated and Fluorescent tubee available only for
installations within the Museum, that we will have to use Mazde and opel glass.
Otnerwise, I can see no obstdcals. Will send on some specifications shortly. The

@ "HE ART CENTER SCHOOL IS A NON-PROFIT INSTITUTION
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exnibit must be kept as simple as possiole . Tell Elodie I am sorry to have ceusdd her
worriess She had reason for another smsll worry when I wired about the contract for the
Vabdevert show; it had been placed on EA Acams! ddesk, and I had not seen it. But you can
gather what the pressure is here; most of the instructors in the War - about fifty
students in the paoto classes, and only Archer, Hammer and Adame to guide thelr Hypoed
steps. Otherwise, all is under controll

I am penitent; I have notu written Stieglitsz. Just tell him I am going to do so =
that I have not rorgotten him - that I feel more than ever the validity of his spirit.
That goes for you and Beaumont too] I em trying to be a realist, to segregate the dreams
from the nigntmares., Its the only way. There was a terrific evening in Lgs Angeles last
night - the Snostakovich No.7 premier. The music nas grand moments, but the most thrilling
were the episodes preceeding the Symphonys. The antnens or the U.S. and the USSR were played:
the Russian woman suldier appeared, anda 10,00U people stood and cheered. Mme. Litvinof
spoke; more cneers. The two flags on the stage, clcse together. Something happened that
never happened out here before; may it happen a.gain.,

Greetings to you and all the others, I will write Be&u &s soon as I can. I have not

heard a word from Dave. Am a bit distressed over Suby (who does not think DLOTOZrapiy an

Art) being ecting Cnairman. Swell guy, but why? Hope sou are getting elong all right.

You will hearcfrom me soon again, affectionate greetinge, always,

. THE ART CENTER SCHOOL IS A NON-PROFIT INSTITUTIGON
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Dear ml.

Just back from two strange and wonderful weeks with Beeu in Harrisburge
Beau is fine, wory browm, end sprouting sll kinds of now miscles, bub, if
you oan conceive 1%, he lost eight pounds) Ho's just gotben to grips with
ww—m otation, after eight weels of abstinence from photography, and
s 1t hungrily, Ho says F/64 is fuszy and that the Army is the
place for you. A curious 1life we led out there---something nostalgie and
Juvenile about going to school in a nice ivy-clad academy and being filled
with iddals of diseipline und sorvice---and then the deadly amd terrible
necessity behind these inmocent things, You'll lamgh the think of both of
us rising before the dewm mo: The moon was chining when Bean
took me to tho trein this mo o I wag feeling torn pretty
direction when I hit th- luseum---and then
platimms waiting for mel

Geel the tive~Print] Flodie just showed me & recent later from
geve us b headaches and set me burrowing in the correspondence,
clear that the Neg-Print 1s to be put together here? You mentioned that
Art W'lh:::t designer had gone to war and ng‘mgemd the Museum's
show in May, and on Sept.l you about
plans and speoificatione shortly and':-vu_md our as

as 1t comes in, Did I miss something? Yom inguired o
psnels: still svailable; do you still want

12 pansls 40" = 60"

i. : 40" x 24"
Electrioal commeotions can still be had if we lmow what end how many; flourescent
Iight tuding is evailable only for installation within the M :
only plems and sketches of the show I seem able to loonte is one
depths and projeections, Did the great roll of brown paper roughs go

ose they had to, Any way, all the date I have seems dated before y

visit, I'm sorry beyond words if I have been holding the show,
possible; the rush of the last elght weeks has been 1 a movie
memory has been ersatz for about a year mow, Wire for any
the school that plans would deeply epprecoted and all the more if
once, :

I haven't yet had a chanoce to thank you for your wonderful lotter. You
have been the ones who really undertsood, And both Beau and I wish you
pt thie point, A spot of Ansel in Harrisburg is what the burg needs,

Affectionately,
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Ansel Acams
129 2ith Avenuve
San Francisco
California
Saptemoer
Pear Nancy, First 192
Your good letter came late to Yosemite and suffered Further delay fn ceing forwarded to me here; hence
my wire tocay and this immediate renly, which cannnt be comoletefl For oovious reasons today. Hut | shall try my bpest
to cover the various points as Followss
1s Inhave had some swell letters From Heaumont and he seems really hapoy and Full of pep. 1 think it will be a grand
thing for him, altnough 1 can understand how hard it is For you two to be separsted.
! did not know anytning aoout the report trat Barr and you desire, but | shall do my best to rusn it. IF 1 can.l
shall include it nerexith - vut itmy nave to go off tomorrows | am skeptical about dates, but I cen state the facts
UK
Anytning new about the sculoture prints? Did they arrive all rignt? Can be used?
Tell Elodie I shall write abovt the Vandervert prints. The Art Center wants them Novemoer lst to 30th; they have
Asked me to write For them, | can do so becavse | am a member of the Wstaffv
Now, For the Neg. - Print snows  As soon as your letter came | called the Art Center in Los Angeles. | had been
there Sunday and discussed the show with them them. It seems that so many of their staff and prize pupils n the
design department nave gone Ff o war tnat thoy are focec with a real oroblem of constructing the snow (we nad
talked of putting it together nere). wnen | [eft Sunday the last nlan was to yet King to prepar= the Spectrum as
soon 2s he returns and to prepare tne Little three dimentional sp..f, and get some of tne staff roonded up ta go
ahead with the nanels. Now, your letter indicates phans are under way in New York to prenare the exhitite It will
be much better all 'round. On the phone this morning, the Art Center said they will comolete the plans and the
specifications anc forward some cirect to yous | shell Forward my omotagraohic material ana the asoprooriste text.
Tnere snould be no trouble in putting the thing together, cecause evervining will be keyed.

As for the time of arrivels 1 feel tnat if you pruceed witn fhe base=work on thepanels immediately, and put
together material as it arrived that you will save a Lot of time. | aid not think of it texing six wesks oefore the
exhibit opens to get i1t in order, The 5t | heara wvas that 1t was to go up sometime in October, and [ nad roughly
planned to have all ready towards the d af the nine | should nave peen more imgginative and thought of the time
required for presentation.

1 can say now that the first material should be coming to you withun fwo weeks - enowgh to cover the main
wart of the sanibit,. Tr st will follow rignt along - everything sfould be on hand by The beginning of the last

week of September, Now, IF you get the sanels made up, the Lights attached, and the Little o I letters, etcsy
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prepared, it will be a simole matter to attach the photourashs which will came mounted flat, reagy to atiach, and
exactly to scale,

1 have had quite a time getting some oF the material - First I would iot an excellent exempie of tne problas,
but an uninteresting picture. Tnen, | would achieve the reyersel Tne main coints mushe nave impsct and accuracy, out
will require a certain amont of visual exagyeration to "get over® Hui | have some excellent stuff ready - only a
few shots remain fo be rade, such as the Soectrum, etc,

1 sugyest you schedule the show for sometime about the er F October. ke will rush things nere to tne
Let me know just wnat occurs with this plan, and | snall keep you advised right E

The history of tnis exbbit is certainly perdlexing. My first Fears, causing a consideraol delay, were somewnat
alleyed, or overruled, as not importent. | Felt, as you will remember, that the exnibit should contain more imeed ate
Interest ncw that we were in the war. Then. il | remember ¢ rrectiy, it was decidedg to postoone the show until after
tne Sieichen exnibit so as not to confuse two photograpnic exnibitions at once. It Has been a matter of vosiponement
right slong - no one's Fault, but just because of external conditions, Tink Adams regeedd that the exnibit will not
be as furctional as it misht in times of pesce; such a large proportion of the sotential pnotograpners are in the war,
and not many pictures are to be taken in the immediate future by civilians. In this 1 acree; have fett somewnat on
these lines since Decemoer Tth. @otn he mc | think That as scon as the War is over such a shiw woulo have a tremensous
impect. | am cnly stating this for the record, and am not trying 1o put of f the exhioit againd But it is worty of some
consideration. Persobally, | would like to see an Emerson shov cone brtween the Steichen show and the Neg.orint exhipit,
chiefly because it seems the right place for an "Ancantind® movement in tne yearts symoncny i

|l have nad my own proolems but | think | am getting the best of theml You see, cven you and Geausont have the
admantage of some clerical nelp around the Museum - at the least, you help eagh otner. 1 havedoeen ronning a steeple-
chase of my own nere without any help excest occasional darkroom assistance. Tne re are simaly not encugh noursg in the
dayd And T am not nj sition to put things off because I nave to keeo tre sone [ loating ve the currunt of sxpense.
dad | had any breatning spell at sll 1 would nave sent you the exnioit alifpack aged" a lany tioe ago.
have been duing nas been done just as fast es | sibly ot b It wOrky sutt as the Interior Dept. job was
Limited oy the Gavernment Fiscal ¢ il Fm " . | st [30.90 thrown tsunderstanting of the
Nat iocnal ~ark S rvice, w ! ¢ by g st Ja The Lecretary nao no sucn intent lonst) Also, the

t order from the C C 5 3 tent deadl ine n y f red sinoleons  which are VERY wollome gt this
time=- in fact, essentigl, | ha } cni argement with Art Center For oart s winter with
the Civilian sgnoa) [ ge . - wdéart ) . 8l st b situation

(4
= well
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I nuge you will understand my oringing these o ints uo a 5 o : aly Fair
wny I have not rushed things through as 1 would liksd to Rave o e delays have ceused you
Consicerable concern and | an truly sorry about it. Sut +ha jebs will be goney don't wWOrry.
eavient nas tolc se a Little about the Moseim affairs and | am disturb over them. Tnere is a rigid narsh
Intensity about se much of it - such a grassing for ver and authority - such a Feeling of insecurity as to policy.
I ean Understand how disturbing it has all been For you and deau and Dave. But [ rejoice that you ate at the helay
and 1 know you will do e wondeg/ul jobs But keep hardooiled sbout it - you are confronted with hardbolled pecole. |
know Dave will never iet you downe
As Far as showine any mutusl letters to deau or Dave 1 Feel that we are all close friends anu anything | say
to any of you 1 would say direct to you. 1 think it & geod idea to exchance views. My laspf comsent o Dave about
you 1 should have said directly to you. 3ut | am we discussed the matter of you vs. the commercial :nys’n&fure-
[ am lzarning a lot. 1 know we are dn the right track. | krow that the work we are do ing will be vastiy more potent
a hundred years from now than all the produttions oF advertising, Sarra, anc U. S. Camerall (Indidentally, Sarra is
a swell egg as a person). | am pleased that the art Center, while stressing the commercial aspects, still have me in
a powedful position there to give just wnat 1 nave in shotogranhy.
Concerning the Military aspects of the School. The Air-corss oroposition looks good, but the Signal Corps is,
For tne munent on ice. [t seems that the deal was ractically Signed up - had gone through all the necessary channels
of approval in Washington. Then the command was changed and the of Ficer in charge was moved to the Motion picture Ceat.
The present commanding of Ficer nas, for the moment, otner ideas, so Tink will have to start all over axain with |1.7 e
are going to try for a contract - then ask for commissions. 1 ep not worried sbout it,
well, tnis nas been a long letter. 1 shall try to write a decent versonal letter soon. | em always ha py 1o near
From you - always. | have a very warm fee.in. about the levhallst! | oaly wish we were not s far apart.
The last tin: | saw Edward he seemec haopy. S0t | do not know ols prososcts (materi illyly Thers has been some
troucle sbout the Wnitman book; | hup s not s Bu > also has @ jou with the C 0 [, which will help,
The recart will Follow soon = perha give using Museum stationery for tnree sheets of writing, but iy

wopens to me all of the decent Letter

eas | will write hin soon.
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ANSEL ADAMS

woanc ceagiunt constantly, and have oeen zefting
the various activities; commissic - >tations,

tie ¥o SiT down and write ye

Vuw that you are L voss of the Deot. of Photography, | shall be in
nal contact often, andy orooably, Frogquently in your nair, as it were, It is
e that you will have that swell red hat on If suen is the case.

First, Tne Neg.-print snoe. Progr Ing Veke Lotter From Dave saying it is
scnecuied sometime in Dctober, 0. Lo AS you can well Imagine, everyone nas been
Creative rocks. [ m en vaitin, 0 For weeks and months 1o get some

word out of Los Angeles details of production. ! have sent olf & Final list of
cetails, with the regue imeciate ansver, so | will De able to tell you just what!s
what in a few days. As as my d of the joo is concerned, sll is 0.€. I can set all
the material to you in goou w Soectrum, the small three-dimenti nal set, ant the
color scheme is all the Art Center nas to do. The main problem will be the construct ion;
I tnink it mignt be well for you to inwire into availability (end orieeity if needed) A.‘/"‘-,V,
of the Followinga

Plywood

Fluorescent Light tutes

essential electrical connectiuns.

The rost is easy. [ had written in

to tne Huseum some time ago aoout these tnings, out [ guess the letter got aislaid. Dave
was pessimistic some time ego about meterials, and it locked bsc out here, but certain
frings have eased up a bits At any event, ! can adeot the exhibit o the limitations of
materials if need be - we can set the negatives at an angle to the panels s¢ that they will
be seen tn front of a white card illuninated From an cvernead spot, etc. (Tnis to overcome
Ferlure to get Light boxes).

I nave nat funny letters from Dave - some most essinistic, everytning going o
the dogs, everytning crecuing on its Financial cucdenum in th last stumges of economic
nausia. dtrers, quite UK. cheerful, imaginative. what a worldl As for me its been a srand
strugile, with almost every minute used for some necessary work. The wolf =nifFs at the door,
tut, 8o far, ne nasn't started blowing it in.

0Ffice details foliows -= | receiveda check some fime a0 for §15.00. 1 oresume
1T was For the Canon de Chelle picture.

The Picasso Guernica orints vere a gt Frim me, so thare
snovld be no peyucnt on those,

jeautont askeo me to send & bLill for the Seulbture arints;
lwshen off airmail a set for immediate resroducti N, an . ;.‘fpr‘. Followed disturbingly late.
was of [ on the Parks trip, and | tnought Virginia ad them Sootted and sent within 8 week
iy oeparture. wren L oget nome | fbng the ire wnatever n useum foels: is

sum will be OK'with mes Yuu can refer to oy | r abuut the tentative vrices, ete.;

tnat letter happens to Be in San Francisco. IF tne are not of oractical use

lrich to farget them, Honweia il

3 ICC VIET wiTh the Bestons last week. will srite
@ decent letter suon and give you all Infursation to vate on many tnings which have cume
t- pas during the  mst months. Just don'i ) concerned sbout you twop &
know wnat tne peesent conditivns mean to both of j ki 1t will all cone out well
in the end. t ha. to
affect) nate alway e
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN -

NEW YORK 11 WEST 53rd STREET

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5-8%900
CABLES: MODERNART, NEW-YORK

September 5, 1942

Mrs. Beamont Newvhall
Mugeum of Modern Art
11 west S53rd Street
New York City

Cear Nancy:

Enclosed herewith is a resort of my activities.as a member
of the Committee of the Department of Photograchy. 1 am
hopelessly perplexed as to dates, but the facts are
authenticl | am confronted with a rile of 250 orints to
title and pack and shio off, so will write a better l-tter
later.

Yours aver,

=
=

" pfSel adens

?.5. Please edit thi= resort and if any changes would be
advisable, kindly send back 1o mer /), 0 fou am By o Y.

i / - frde
#

c/o Art Center Schuol
5L west Tth Street
Los Angeles

. [l
I trust your sucgestions imolicitly,

7
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
NEW YORK 11 WEST 53rd STREET

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5-8900
CABLES: MODERNART, NEW-YORK

September 5, 1942

To Tre Director
The Museum of Modern Art

New York City

=
A resume of my activities as Vigechairman of the Committee of the Departirent of
Photograchy of The Museum of Modern Art Followss

“he My interest in the Cepartment of Photograshy has been of long standing.' For
many years | had urged the estabiistment of a centralized department of
photography In leading museums. Wnon Mr. McAloin became interested in the
Museum of Modern Art, tnerefure, | welcomed the oppartunity. to assist him.on
tne protograchic comnittee. Lswsi-add-trre—trat Mr. Geaumont Kewnall's
devotion and interest in pnotography have Deen the mact tent factors in the

establ ismment of the departoent.

1 was exceedingly ha v to oarticioate in the work of the committee, and was
com»letely aware of the great resconsipility entailed. wnatever contrioutions
I have made have only partially matched what ! woulo have liked to doy but the
pressure of my own personal work prevented greater activity.

I entered the work of the comnittee somewnat as an "idea man." The
adninistrative functions were exceiiently carried out by Mr. Newhall who was,

¢ of course, constantly at tre museum 4™y first cdefinite activity related to the
Image [ Freedom comoetition, ) l_an aware of certain negative aspects of this

"l competition, such as confusion of meaning in the amnouncement, and a later

4 (s U dotrasis Cduas confusion at the time of tre judgingy=beh in retrosect | Feel it was a

fn."f-- Gradivnad v, of 2 profoundly significent undertaking,the full importance of wnich will appear only

;{ [ I m_?::’ when cur cepartmental work cen be viewed in tersoective. [what imoressed me most

ﬁ," TR S in this competition was the high level of work of relatively unknown photographers;

A SRy ey this was in Line with the intentions of “he departrent 1o encourage fine

: = phntograshy wherever it may be f'r--ms.) I sincerely beileve that a similar
competition snould again be underta<en,

LA

The Sixty Print Exnibit was especially gratifying 1o me in soite of a Few minor
failts. [Tnis exmeit arcosed wrapleseridicismrantng a certain grovo

of orofessional ohotocrapners, Dutsiofecitnptetmis-criticism only servad to clarify
the need of the definition of Fine photography in its creative and functi nal aspects.

The Pnotograona of the Civil war and the American Frontier Fxhibit | consider my
most impurtant contributions My intention in orecaring thie exhibit was t
concentrate on the esthetic aspects of tnis ohase of Anrrican photarahy rather
than on tne nisturical aspects. Agaln there were certain.criticisns bases-on-
Mstocieal paucity. ! believe, heugyer, that the wuelity of trw exntbit, nandscmely
Aung by Mr. Newnall, justified the elimination of some well-known nistorical
victyres which do not achieyve an artistic significance.

Through the effurts of Mr. Newhall and Dr. Tate of the national Arcnives, [ was
allowed to make [ine prints From a nomber of the Grady negatives in the archives.
This was an lmmensely important uncertaking insofar that It was the first time to
wraons were printeg with the intention of
rint From an
In

my knowledee that these marvelous ohot
convey ing their estnetic guality. (You wiil remenber | piso made a
Arnola Genthe negative of tne San Francisco fire for the Sixty-Print Exhibit.)
addition to the rints frem the Brady negatives | maoe some orints from the wittick
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Negatives by cuurtesy uF the Laboratory of Anthropal ¥, Senta Fe. various times
when [ was traveling tnr &N the country I lotked up pnotographs For this sxhioit, |
found some exce||rnt material, and also cotained some frim Mr. Cay of « Michaels,
Arizena, Dr. Taft of Lawrence, Kansas, Francis Farquhar of lerkeley, California, Mr.
Horace Albright of Mew vork City, anc t-e late William Henry Jackson. ! had
singularly bad luck in Salt ke City where the Histurical & ciety, the Mormen Church,
and Mr. Aucrbach, business man-collect ry were comoietely unsympatnetic, and I nave
lasting regret tnat some of the ‘'tan saterial was not avallaole,

1 would like to consider this exnibit merely as a furecunner F 8 series of exhibits
of American -hotoera Ny, always stressing the esthetic ano aectional gqualities of
the work rather than the mere nistorical value.

Tne Negative and Print Show, on which 1 am now e a:fd, Nas a great tential ecucational
valve. I amnut certain of the validity of tutting i+ on af trnis time oecavse of the
relatively restricted audience of active photograshers and because trere will not be
muicn creative personal ohotogranny For the curation. Therefore this exmbit, wnich
should have a tremendius a eal to students and laymen alike, may have 15 imoact
minimized by sheer lack of audience. Hignt after Decemoer 7 1 Felt tnat the character
of this exnibit should be directed as mucn as nossible to the war eff: rt, but the
other memoers of the comoittee cver-ruled, contending that it was necessary +r
continue cor educational scnedule unimcaired. Than the Steichen sh w materialized and
the Negative ang Print Snow was postponed to Dctobers | have comsl~ted tre full
outline of tnis exhibit, tre text content, and have many of the orotographe ready. Our
main oroolem nov 1= to arrenge for the construction of the show and overcome certain
sriority difficulties in lighting eqiipment, etc. 1 would like fo make the recommendat ion
that after the Steichen Show we have a calm and simile exhibiti N, sSay, of tpe work of
Frerson ar of the gravures from CAMERA WURK, but, of cuurse, the decision of the
committee will control.
6. 1 feel tnat my services to tne Department of snotcerachy have justified the necessary
expenditures In estaclisning tne department fhe comzittee realized the un<hill Fight tnat
W {(-‘.t-.‘..« s ._confronted it. oThe orincioal asition tu cur activities would derive From commercial
and Moopular® scurces. ke exsected.criticiss.and ga~recratton;ent-we-certainly got ids.
b | am pleasec to say that | sense a growing a oreciation fram every side of the
decartmentts work end policy, and 1 am sure that if we adnere to our oricinal program we
will acnieve an outstanding realization of our aims,

Assuring you of my continued interest and enthusiasm in the work of the decartment and for the
Museum as g whale,

Ansel Adams




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:

Newhall .2

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

=_[_=

254 :
 WEST SEVENTH STREET Los ANGELES CALIFORNIA o FEDERAL 4179

NEWCOMB CARLTON
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

"NABE 10 viA BZ= SANFRANCISCO CALIF SEP 2 308?
MRS BEAUMONT NEWHALL, MUSEUM OF WODERN ARTR 142 SEP 3

. :11 WEST 53 §T=
e j

_ mua LETTER JUST RECEIVED TODAY AM WRITING THIS AFTERNOBN
ek REETINGS“ ‘ .
~ ANSEL ADAMSs '

'

[ 3
'

TR COMPANY WL AFPRBOITE SUGGESTIONS VRO I8 PATHONS CONCRRNING 178 SBEVICH

.

. THE ART CENTER SCHOOL 18 A NON-PROFIT INSTITUTION
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ART CENTER SCHOOL

2544 WEST SEVENTH STREET LOS ANGELES CALIFORNIA o FEDERAL 4178

August

Dear Beaumont:

ust a rush line to ask if the Vandevert pictures
&re aveilable. The Art Center is very anxious to show them.
Also, having misplaced Arnold Hewmen's address, I am wonder-
ing if you can ask him to send a few of his swell arrange-
ments to Edward Adems of the Art Center School as soon as
poesible. If he is unavailable, would it be possible to
borrow a few from the Museun's collection? Mr. Adams is very
anxious to present photographs of thie type to composition
classes, is much enthused over what I told him about Newman.

s
gi

Will write soon. Plan t e nere Sunday or Mon-
day fve Yosemite.

Cordial greeting to you s&nd Nency and the Sheelers.

Mr. Beaumont Newhall
iuseum of Motern Art
11 ¥We 53

New York, HN.Y.

ART CENTER SCH 5 NON-PROFIT INSTITUTION
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ANSEL ADAMS

Yosemite, Saturday, July 3 ly42

Uear deaumont,

I just arriyed -flast night - after that Parks tripnd am anxious to orop you

a line to exlain several mai‘n.r\s and tell you | will try E?o‘urile a decent letter very soon.

|
1 found a lot of letters awaitisg me in San Francisco # one Froo you of Jure Zrdll | guess
it

my £amily thought it was"just business® and din ngf forward it. Hence , you will understand

your letters

nad not been sent off. verginia was going to spot them end ship them, but [ guess things had

been rather hectic and she nad had the Flu - do they did not get off. Sorry. kill send_#hem

!
pronto. Am sorry the otber prints suffered damage - | ordered them well packed. ‘_’"D such is
war and the P. 0. department.

An glad you like the Picaso photographs. Hope they may be useful. Feel | snall
do muci better with the sculpture with more time For contemplation and arrangement,

Certainly will get to work on the Necat we and Print show pronto. I believe Dave
sa:d It was scheduled for Uctover Ist, | an relieved you all understand the hectic pressure 1 have
been under of late, and 1 il'i’f'C!dfﬂ your tolerance.

Interested in your comments on the Steichen snow, | anticipated just that quality you
describe. But | presume it has plenty of k1o | But HOW | agree about the Stéeulitz prints

veing @ vastly more significent expression of photograonydl Have wri ten, wired, etc. Steichen to
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find wut about the Navy 190s Yo answer. Looks as if the Art Center Schosl is Joine fo town
with the Army Air Corps, so | will join up with them, and pe at least close to home. will
know this coming Sunday. Steichen could ai least have acknuwledgr my wire. Is trere anything
I mi_nt be able to do For you in the Army shato-ohase? Tﬂa" isy if you would be interested
I would do my utmost to boost it. But | don't anticipate | snall nave much power in the
matter)

I have fd veBue rumars from Dave acoct the draft situation vs, Newhall, but I have re-
frained from u'nhn.; you apout it simoly oecause | nad no firstnand infarmation From you on
tre ma'Her. 1 certainly hope ycu. can get into sometning commensurate with your cifts - which

are very considerable in many directions. | think you are entirely justified in fignting for
—— —

a proer olace in the war effort. Anyway, you nave ail my best wishes and hopes for a good

solution of the proolems | see no way in wnich any of Us can escape service, out we should
certainly not be shunted off inta Flelds For which we are not suited. I snall let you know
Ci 2™
Just wnat nagens. At aoy event. I do not anticipate any direct action as far as | am
cuncerned for several months after 1 sign up, so there will be +ine fo Finish nany things. 1
nave not neard much from Edward, and only a few notes From Dave.
Tne pictures on the last trip are supurbl Hest yedtl! Certainly wished vou both had been

alonge kell, someday we will have ssell excursion together.

affectionate greetings From the (4enineratd,
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June 3, 1942

very much for gending on the prints of the sculpture ographe.
nt. Unfortunately they did not survive the meils any wuna the
envelepe arrived open and the ;rints were somewhat bent. But not meverely se, and
hey are perfectly ok for uge here. I mention it eimply for your information: apparent-
1y the photo-mailing envelope is not enough for the trsnscontinentsl trip. Alfred is
Planning to use some of the photographs in the checklist of the permement collection.
Moot of the photographs will be reproduced in very small eize, and we ere wondering if
it 1e entirely satisfectory to you if some of the proofs were used for this purpose.
- Hu,md!nrymhdmbtuﬂnuﬂm.or.mm,ﬂ.
8. httdlvldbhinuhllftaumlymtuhortumlu.Il'.tl"'
nﬂuupﬂnmdmmtt“m
graph? There is no hurry, but please let me
mient, sc that I can clear the matter through Miss Ulrich.

rnica photographs are superb, I am delighted to have them, and Alfred
: nk you very much for your gift, which will be du)
lans 1s too bad. I hed hoped that yeu would be
However I am sure h

tant They will last,

{ ' epiritually, ms the enlargements ceme
8 criticism is mighty persenal, end so meny people have fallen
to wonder if my opinion is a correct one,

alas, It seems now quite improbable that we shall be en
; draft number is in the works, end while I ghall probably n
appoal the case and be deforred for e while, the process of doing same will p
from leaving town, Anyway I have definitely decided te find, if 1 poasible
kind of commissien, preferably one which will enable me to stay with Nency, but if
necessary snything that will make resl use of my talents, It goems foolish te find one's
solf in the draftee mill whon there must be placcs where I can be of real service and
hold. a more attractive position then that of a private,
Serry 1 didn't write you sooner, but things have been mighty heotic and 1'm

)

Just boginning to get eut of the incredible litter which my desk has been hidden under,
fith all best wishes and lote of luck from both of ue,
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June 2, 1942

Dear Ansel:
Thank you for sending on the prints. Please send the
bill direotly to me in order that I can clear it through our

husiness office. While Alrred was very pleased with the other L
prints, he does not foel that all of them fill the needs of t’\.e..
oa‘l'.alog of the permanent collection but can be more properly Iela'sli
i.ﬁ.ecl ns 1nata11ation Jnotograohs. However, there are two or “th;e:
of then whioh we want to reproduce in addition to tho onesi lhi::;i

(/you sent on. As the reproductions will be very small in aua, notu
over two 1noooa high we are planning to reproduce directly'riooeT
th;H;roof prioto 1! this 1s entirely agraeable to you. lhila b
rﬁﬁi}ﬁ? that the proofa are not up to your high standard_or F&?%ﬁ{i
q,nnlit} it has seemed to Alfred that whatever rafmemonﬁs ni,ghtb::
moQo in a_new print would be lost in the extreme reduot}qo.' .

: g 3 The Piossso prints are superb and we are dolightm;‘q;"
ha;e ;hoo. It is most generous of you to present them to thlo1 i

&0
lusm and I am putting them in the photograph eolleotion. 'l‘hey

ut a high standard for the reproduction of paintings.i
Regarding the Negative Print show, we are faced with a

diloun due to the postponement of the show until after .‘I'ui:y 1st.
The six hundred dollars wnich had been Budgeted for this axhibiuon
will no longer be available after the firat of July when our new

budget goes into effect and the previous yearts aooount.a are wiped

clean. I had hoped that the exhibition would be rendy by the lst

a7 Tl
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Mr. Adams, p.2 June 2, 1942

of June and I understood from you that this would be entirely

possible, ' Indeed I left the matter entirely in your hands, not
wishing to exert any pressure in full understanding of the diffi-
ceulties which you are facing, g

_ Next year's budget will unfortunately be radically
Smaller than this years and until I can get final approved budget
I will not know if it is possible to go through with the show as
originally planned. I believe that it Wll be o.k.. It would be a
great help to me if you could bill us for the amount of work which
you have put into the show already so that the appropriation akked
for the show in next year's budget will be less than $600. Do you
think that you could estimate this? §100 has, I believe, already
been paid you in advance for thne exiibition,

The 8teichen show became as you can well imagine a most
hectle affair during the last few weeks, I% was almost a miracle
that the show opened on time but it did, and it is goihg ovorlbit.
The presentation, worked out by Bayer, 1s most exciting and it has
met with almost universal praise. We are now working on a Bulletin
which will consist of a number of installation photographs to go
with Sandburg's text, and I shall of course send you one of these
as soon as it 1is off the press.

I do not have much hope for the trip which we had planned
to the West Coast, The urgency of the budget situation makes it
quite unlikely that it will be possible for us to go throypgh with
the plan for coming out to the Coast and working with Rdward and

Charis on the show,
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Mr, Adams, p.3 June 2, 1942

Charis on the show,

I hope that everything is going well with you on the

project. I am sorry to know that the mural project has been

stopped for the duration, and I hope that you will find some’ way

of carrying on the type of work which you are doing, What chance

is there of coming on to New York?

With all best wishes,
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ANSEL ADAMS ONE THIRTY ONE TWENTY FOURTH AVENUE SAN FRANCISCO

Thursday

Am sebding the Steichen head (two orints, sliently different) Air Express
today. Am also sending the Picasso prints and the Albright prints regular express. dotn

go cullect: charge me if this 1s not in order,

Long phone From Tink Adams this morning from L. A. Seems that the Art Center
is really on its ear at tnis time; have lost many of their staff due to the draft. Trey
are dickering with the Hilitary people on the use of the Pnoto Labs Anyway, the designer
who worked out the Meg and Print exhibit show nas gone, and there is no one there to
carry out the construction. Accordingly I agreed with Tink that it would be best to have
the pancls made at the Museumll He is entirely agreeadle to this, and | feel it would be
8 better chance to have it done along Museum ideals of construction, etce [ have all the
measuresents of the prints, etc. and will ue able to send those on.as tney are cumpleted.
I will make the spectrum photagraphs 1n L.A. next week - also many of the others. Have had
a dissapointment in getting the richt supjects for the Perspective and Deptn of Field

ideas,

Accordingly, 1 suggest tnat you get immediately the Followings
12 plywood panels 40" by 5!
I L pafel 0" by 2¢
1 plywood panel 40" by 5
I shail send on the diagrams and
the i1llustrations. | suppose you think this haywire - changing about so much - but | could
see tnrowh Tink's letters and the pnone calil this morning, that they really 0o not have the
facilities or the staff for the jobs OF course, If you have any ideas on the problem, let
me know immediately. | plan to goto LA early next weeks | will be in Yosemite from this
Sunday AM through Mondesy at least.
Its been a fierce two weeks, but should be through Saturday, thank Lawd.
afractionate Jreetings tu you both

~ Am sending the Steichen Megative herewith, In case another print 1S reguired,

\
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ANS l ‘ ] AD ANI %“‘ 131 TWENTY-FOURTH AVENUE
; 4 ot SAN FRANCISCO - CALIFORNIA

Tuesday

Dear Beaumonts

I am sending of f in a few days tre Followings
1,  Enlargements of the laborer's head for Sredchen.

Tre <udachrome is not periectly clear; | had to
compensate tne focus, and this shows up in the
enlargements, 1 do not think tiey will notice
it from the regular vieving cistance. it was
quite a oo gettine the right king of negative for
tnis.
of

2. Set of my pictures jxx the Ricaso Guernica wivich 1 am
donatine ta fne Museum in return for paying tnis
shipment and deltvering the next item;

3« Package for Horace Albright, RCA Building.

It will certainly save me a lot of time, malerial ano expense
ip packing to kill all these birds with one stone. Please
ask the messenger to carry the Algright package carefully;
they are just large mounts ang might break .

Supremely delighted aoout Stieglitz and Dave. Am a bDit tired -,
Otherwise all is OK. | shall held tnis letter in the macnine For further
Bulletins from the Adams [ront up to mail time.

Will probaoly send of f the Steicnen head tomorrow. Made it tonight. Looks pretty goad,

but 1 confess | am a bit stumped over the problem of making it mateh the other Blow=ups.
because 1 don't know what the otner blow-ups ook liked

Accordingly, 1 shall send on the negative too; If my print is NG for the JUrpoSe, you

can have it made again in N. Y.

No charge Foar this; just consider it a contrioution to Madam Art to keep her House in
order,

Please send me sculpture proofs together with comment by air-mmil, and | snall mike up
good prints right away. Also give size of reoroductions in catalogdue, and kind of orocess
to be used fur reoroduction (half-tone, litho, ete,

I't has certainiy been a hectic ten oaysy out practicaily all of @dhe work is gone at 1“;1‘.'"

AlsPM_ still wasning orints. krote a card to Edward yesterday. No mention of show, of Gourse.
Hoping you can both get out nere before Mout herem gets blown up. Its grimeer sl the time.
Hut, after a wnile, you get used to it...at least, to this early stage.

Head print Llooks kinda crumiy in the cold Lignt of dawn; am maxing 1t again todey. will send
all off to you tomorrow air-express. After all, its a copy, and the guality 15 not easy to
manmge 85 you know, esoecially 1n a Dig enlargement, ~

Hope you anag Nancy are 0K, Still think of the swell time | nau with you in New York, |ts
about time | nced anotner peaceful timey 1 just checked the mmber of Ll x Llu prints | have
made during the past ten days - 836 of themll uum'_ They look supprisingly well for slain
comnercial work. e

| have Five Five foot enlar,cments today, and the head for Steichen, and

then | am aoout throwgh.
dut would like to gut under way on the Sculpture pictures soon as
possiblds
coraral greetings
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h hhmg Huseum of Modern irt, New Yopk

= WESTERN™
=| UNION

or R, B, WHITE NEWCSOMB CARLTOMN 4. © WILLEVER
3 PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BO0ARD FIRST VICE-FARSIOENT

ving message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

MAY 27, 1942
. ANSEL ADAMS

24th AVENUE
| FRANCISCO, CALTFORNIA

BOME OF YOUR PROOFS YESTERDAY. PLFEASF SRIN® SIY OF B '
LL WRITE 800N, RPG/RDS,

BFAUMONT

Mr. Ansel Adams
129 24th Avenue
San Franeisco
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Mav 11. 1942

SWESTERN -
_UNION.

AN WILLIAME NEWCOMEB CARLTOMN
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOAR FinsT vlc BIDEMNT

shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters hnmmmumdm Time of receipt is STANDARD mm :

~ NZ541 50 DL SANFRANCISCO CALIF 24 335P
3 BEMJHOHT NEWHALL=

DELIVER 25 WEST 68 ST=.

;:danaleR DEPARTMENT ORDERS WME WORK EVERY DAY THROUGH

~ JUNE THIRTIETH MAKING NEGATIVES WESTERN PARKSw .‘“

- THEN PROBABLY CURTAINS MURAL PROJECT FOR DURATION s
~ NEGATIVE PRINT EXHIBIT COMPLETION IN JULY AIR MAIL e
~ SCULPTURE PROOFS TO YOSEMITE 1 CAN FINISH PRINT EARLY !
_; THIS WEEK DELIGHTED FASHION SHOW SUCCESS HAVE HAD SLIGHT

" FLU KIND REGARDS= t
- ANSEL ADAMSs

THE COMPANY WILL APPHECIATE BUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING it m

Mr. Ansel Adams
129 24th Avenue
San Franeisco
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UNION

WHITE NEWCDOMEB CARLTON 4. . WILLEVER
“‘p:cfmutnf CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIAST VIDE-PRESIDENT

g message, subject to the ferms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to =

wAY 11, 1942

SAN FRINCIFCO, CALIPORNIA

FNLARGP HPAD ON SPMT-YAT TO FILL 16 x 20 RPCTANGLT. WILL WOT

BEAUMONT

Mr. Ansel Adams
129 24th Avenue
S8an Franeisco
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Mav 11 10iA

WESTERN /(=
UNI ON (19).

NEWCOME CARLTOM J. €. WILLEVER
CHAIMMAN OF THE ROARD FIRST VICE-FREGIDENT

Jotters s STANDARD TIME ai onint of ariein. Time of receint. is STANRART TIME at point of d

AL N WILLIAMS
PRESIDENT

shown in tho date line on telegrams and day

. NAB141 11 COLLECT= SANFRANCISCO CALIF 11 1QiMwy i py 3 20
" ED STEICHEN, MUSEUM OF MODERN ART=
B 11 WEST 53 ST= (‘_*H/L

" WIRE SURFACE AND COLOR PAPER DESIRED FOR HEAD ENLARGEMENT
~ REGARDS | : ram |
ANSEL ADAN S - f
- -
2 o

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING T8 SERVICE '..

" All best wishes,

Mr. Ansel Adams
129 24th Avenue
8an Franeisco
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May 11, 1942

Dear Ansel:
Thanks for your two letters. Steichen wants the
head enlarged on a semi-mat paper., Please Eempose the head on
the baekground as best you can in the 16 x 20 rectangle: it
will not be cut out,
' ‘T am glad that the Negative Print is coming along
well, I ¥bdk forward to seeing the proofs of the sculpture here,

I am a little disappointed that you could not send on at least a

few finished prints beczuse, while I can make allowances for
proof prints, Alfred and the other people interested are come-
pletely incapable of understanding or recognizing the latent
qualities which can be brought out in a careful print.

Things are going well, although the time is overtttinif
us on this show, and we are frantically looking for more nltériiigvi

Have no definite news yet on the Weston show, There
will be a meeting of the Bxhibitions Gommittee soon.

All best wishes,

Mr. Ansel Adams
129 24th Avenue
8an Franeisco
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A A N JC 131 TWENTY-FOURTH AVENUE
ANSEL, ADAMS . ~
. L ./ SAN FRANCISCO : CALIFORNIA

gy 25th, 1942
Dear Beaunmny,

Its been a funny wonth - ups and dowms and
sid@wiseries!! What with the Potash Co. work, the Womens
Defense Corps, some architectural work and a few other
pressing items I have been really hot and bothered, Add to
21l this a prolonged touch of flu - not encugh to put me
to bed, but enough to take the zip out of things- and you
will understand why I heve been wiring instead of writing;
its easier!! This might sound a bit pompouws, but I have made
gbout 1200 11 x 14 prints, ten 5' printe, 100 16 x 20 prints,
two color photographg, etec, etc. since my return. The San
Antonilf Kodachromes were not so hot; theplace is a dismal
thing to plotograph, I got beautiful exposures and composit ions
but could not manufacture the advertising quality the client
visualized. He had never seen the Alamo! They wanted me to try
again, but I flatly told them that what I had done was the way
I "saw" the Alamo, and I wauldn't see it any differently the
sectnd t imell

4

I have been working on the Negative and Print show

and have pome beautiful examples of Water-bath and Gamma Inf.
subjects, etes I was working towards the goal of July lst, and
then the Interior Dept. orders me to complete as many negsatives
forfthe project as possible before theclose of the fiscal year
:..i.i.ir'.i\._'— it , June 30th! There will probably b o fundg at all

for the project after that time, but they money ear-markede

v
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ANSEL T / \/ B 131 TWENTY-FOURTH AVENUE
i \DJ(AXJ LJ SAN FRANCISCO - CALIFORNIA
-
for it up to that time, I understand there are propogands
uses projected for the panels I might make up after July lst
but the first thing is to get the negatives. 8o that means
five weeks in the field starting the end of this week from
Yosemite. I have some subjects I can complete in Yosgemite, then
its Grand Canon, Hockyuountain, Yellowstone, Glacier, Ranier,
Olympic, Crater Lake, Lassen Parks And all by train. Oueh!
iy tentative schedule is this:
to llay %0th, Yosemite
June &£l 4th Gradd Canon
Juhe 10th Yellowstone
ete,

I will advige you as I prceed, OFf course,a
letter addressed to Yosemite will always be forwarded, What are
your plans for the Western trip?? Let me know and I will be on
hand a&s much as possible in July to help out. I wokd like you
both to get & glimpse of the High Sierra. And tlrere will be few
people in Yosemite this summer. llore later about this.

After July lst I will go to Los Angeles and fimish the
Spectrun and some other pictures for the Neg Print exhibit, XK
When I hear from you on the procedure of making up the panels
I will forward the material as I produce it. I expect to get
many usgable negatives on the coming trip.

I am truly delighted over the success of the Stichenn
ghow, I realize what a battle it has been for you, and I coald
imagine tle worry and tension, Dave is OK; I knew he und.rstoal
the problem and mt & swell Job you had been doing with it.

Look forward to tle sculpture proofs in Yomemite, I can

ke them up Just as well + tere, Cordial greetings to boph O.E;’/. -
you, always 'P«/:"‘ A=
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ANSEL ADAMS

¢« 2 from
129 24th Avenue
San Francisco
May 9th

Dear deaumont,

Tha ks For letter which eame just after iy letier to you

was mailed this morningl!

Will write in detail, out please tell me what surface paper

Steichen wants tre head enlarged on.

1 gather that there will be a |ife-séze head on @ 16 x 20
print. 1s the head to be cut out, or shall [ compose it and its
background as best | can on the 16 x 20 rectangle?

more later

please reply air mail

greetings
A
o

;f

-
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May 6, 1942

I have diseussed with Flodip Courter, Ione Ulrich and

_Dsnf-ansélz

Dave tha prOposal that you make two or three sets of the Negative
gl
’ Print exhibition. In view or the uncertainty in the Musaun uorld
plis)
at tha present time we have come to the econclusion that wa‘ahqﬁ}d
aiseuma,s 1in vizest ‘o 1ist
not attampt to make more than one edition. I hope that all is
the Daparis " werk in
fﬁ oing well with the prcject and that we may expect to heve the
smajier ahoOws ! = : =
tgria} by the rirst of June. -l 4 v and whiek

it e utan we are on tha 1ast 1ap of the Btgiehan show, qhiqhhaaa
Dﬁ’tggg”RGQEQG}!gn,Ehg.@9;%9}33 title of "Look! Americal £ Preces-
raeeiroBudf Thotosrashs of the Nation gt Wap,ly-G4%%:SnMuteleg
» sonstileR o naspificant Boxt, the, photograshs hive.all.been ohojeNs
of them have been enlarged, and we are frantically at

at tw--;- Aticm ol i INE2 51 i e
whaok® 205502497130 sle9didng.
11 13 ?avg‘in & suﬁqen burst of generosity has put up.a
tq@qaand QOI*arg for the Btieglitz prints. Stleglitz ;g Qﬁaybit
cens1d rk making a selection for us, and I hope.we can wind the
matter up thig qonth.

Regarding the Weston exhibition I am plugging that

vert

Eowl

and am reasonably sure that we will be able to have it here next
fall although I have not yet written to BEdward because I have not
yet received the official sanction of the Exhibitions Committee,
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T+ Adams, p,2 May 6, 1942

The recent gasoline rationing has made it quite impossible for
us to think of driving out west in our ecar. Pven though the ration-
ing is at the present time limited to the eastern seaboard, it is
entirely likely that it will be extended throughoth the nation and
furthermére both Nancy and I would feel uncomfortable in driving the
car Hnder the present conditions, However it seems likely that we

shall be able to come out by train and we should be able to accom-

plish a good deal en route by stopping off here and there at various

Insggéa:‘.In view of the present situation it seems wisest to limit
the Departuent'a exhibitions to two definite ones and work in
,..1i;r ,ho'. as the occasion M@y erise along the order of the Vandi-
vert e;tigikion. The two which I have chosen fcr next year and which
have met with the approval of Dave are the Weston show and the long
postporied "Aotion in Photography.” The more T think about tHis
latter show the more exciting I think its possibilities. Tt will be
a completely mew kind of photographic exhibition which will be aimed
at éﬁs revelation of the camera. T have lots of tricky ideas for it
which I think will be jJustified,

All is going well here. We look forward to receiving the
seulpture photographs as soon as possible in order that they may be
oen;&ddrod'fbr the catalog of the permanent collection,

All best wishes,

Mr. Ansel Adans
131 24th Avenue
Ban Franeisco, California
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Mr. Adams, p.3 May 6, 1942

P.Bs Bteichen would like for the exhibition 2 blsek and white
print of the Kodaghrome of which I am enclosing a negative

photostat. Can you make for us @& black and white enlzrge-

ment of the head about life-size on 1620 paper?
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L.

WW ke

/Da. Lu Q...

THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

2
Date Mareh 16 194

Re:

' # the featherweight paper for
Qma wﬁo: he wishes to dispese of. will
oburn ot CAledonis 5-6171.
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Dear Beaumont
Can you call FORTUNE and ask
them to send a boy over after these. Don't

hurry asbout it - but they wanted them this

week.
Ask for Miss Seville McMillan

a few thanks!l

TELL THE BOY THEY ARE VER{ VALUABLE

ODERN ART
ate_jppril 13¢h 1942

e.Neg and Print show

Lgate the costs of making
3 subject, as he feels

fy simultaneous eirculation

ges should be interested

effort might be mad;-to

:pared all at one time;




M
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In case any letters come will
you be so kind as to forward them to me o/o the

Director, National Fark Service, Washington, DiCe

But do not forward any letters
after Thursdey; the rark offices may be closed
on Saturday. In other words, letters coming in
on Wednesdey end Thursday should be forwarded
but letters coming in on Friday & ould be held
here, becsamse of the above reason.

Is this clear? Letters coming in

Wednesdey and Thursday should beesseees help

ODERN ART

ate April 13th, 1942

E'Neg and Print show

Lgate the costs of making
5 subject, as he feels

.fy simultaneous eirculation

ges shouid be inﬂnfested

effort might be maaé to

'

spared all at one time;
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MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date_ppril 13th, 1942

N and Print show
To: B, Newhall Re: b ‘

From: x Ansel Adams

Mr, McAlpin thinks we should investigate the costs of making
'up two or three complete exhibits of this subject, as he feels

the educational value is such as to justify simultaneous circulation

of several identical exhibits.

He also feels that Schools and Colleges should be inderested

more than average Museums, and that some effort might be made to

contact such institutions.

The exhibits w0uld, of course, be prepared all at one time,
in that way the costs wald be minimized.

LA
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February 17, 1942
Dear Ansel:

e

I have just received your letter of February 12th.'

I am glad to know that the remaining photographs for tho<exhihﬁ- ?:

‘tion are on the way. I agree with you that the title Photagrﬂbhl

~of the civil #ar and the American Frontier is more pracise .«?dci? “;“i‘:
bettar ‘than without .the word "American", Parhapa ‘Some advance
publicity has ‘already gone out but on all further releases u i

lm malude the word "American", e --"m Lian

‘ r gt
16 vory 457710 Wory glad indead thxt y M Ahis ides ot f&g?*
*g‘i&ba‘ c\f glass.. Tais will greatly 5inp11ry the problem of w
m tgha exhibition and I think that you will be pleased with the
ramlta. I had not anticipated doing more than the large Jackson
pﬂ.pts, but the more I think of it the more satisfactory the - -
tns»hliation teehnique seems to me, It is by the way a rever_;im
to, the first scheme I worked out for the large ow: in 193&; Mﬁt
‘that it is much better done,

The mounts will be ecut-out mats as deep as we can do
with the mounting material now available. In one of your earlier
letters you mentioned the possibility of toning the inside edge of
the eut-out areas and I plan to experiment with this scheme.

I.am glad you like the idea of using actual stercoscope
viewing maehines.‘ I certainly had no intention of allowing the
publie to change the photographs in the machines, but rather I
planned to do what I did in Paris, namely, to bind the photos up
with pieces of glass exactly tie same size and fasten them securely

to the machines, The machines themselves are fastened securely to
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HI'. Adm’ p'2 Febo 17’ 1942

the shal_.f. There can be no possible loss or damage to the photo-
graphs and there is the very great advantage that they are presented
in the form for which they were intended. T am not sure that we have
time to work out an enlarged copy of a stereo. We cen talk sbout that
when you arrive.

I am having a case built 3 x 4 inches which will hold
the Jackson and the 0'Sullivan albums. The Gardner albums I think we
had better put in a sepsrate case, Otherwise a eumbersome oversize
case would have to be built. We will put the Bradys on the separate
wall as you suggest. I have been in touch with Jackson but I h-bf'e‘w
asked him about the Hillers. I will do so in the next day or so.: ° s
2 word from Mrs. Liston of the Western Association of Art Museum '« = ¢
Directors. I have arranged for the Horace AMbright loan. Have you
blographical material on Wittick? Don't know a thing sbout him. Thanks
for returning the 1little photogravhs. I will follow your instructions.
By the time you arrive things should be well under way.

sl The Negative and Print plans arrived here from Los
jeles last Friday and I have gone over them with Fledie Cc urter,
oe Wheeler and Alfred Barr, However the plans are more v l
|

we had anticipated and, without the photographs and the text, we fin
i¥ y difficult to gf’it"an adequste idea of the exhibition. 'M‘%?
impression of the sketclies was that the layout seemed too elaborate,

_Ig\l_v.le decided that the best thing is to await your a:r_iy%c_ggw ofh b ! 1
3 h-.;i 0 : "~

we ean disecuss the thing together and T cen arrive at
re of the show. ‘ -

p

towas

. ’ waly hy warg peaple of
A Tomorrow we are having a meeting OIf\_rﬁ:Pgiié%tm_:, a‘.'.%_-

local camera elubs to discuss the Survey of Photographers, s S
chen, who is now Lieutenant-Commsnder in the Navy Bureau of Aereo-

_}Hé’:a "‘i:l.lil. ' it Sad

X D 4

n. , Will lead the diseussions.
- = ] e W

il
4 s a T
ird L

Nancy and I are both eagerly looking forward to your

arrival. e now have an extra bed and we would be only too m:ful'- 4

zgﬁ;%aﬂiﬂ plan to stay with us for at lesst the first few days. o ;oﬁ;
L?. TR s i L e n .

S it oo With all best wishes, :

Mr, Ansel Adams
131 24th Avenue
8an Franciseo, C,lifornia

Copy also to Yosemite
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e

PRIV 1 s

-

Dear Angel, '
: % sl 1 [T SV ¥ ¥ . > timy o E5¥ a Bia T
Thanke for your letters, 1 am rolieved and delizhted to know that you'ean defiritely
follow the tentative echedule which I sent you. It makes thinge much smoother here,
and will round out the demson beautifully. I like the pchems for the Neg~Print, sounds
exciting and interesting. I am sure that I will ledrn & Yot frem itd = sk oo

i

Regarding the Frontierd shows First the title. "Photographs of the Oivil War and the
Frontiers" Doee thie sound ok to yout

Second, the mounting and matting. You gave rough indications on the 16 x 20 Jackson
photographe, indicating a § inch margin at top and sides, & ins, at the bottom.

The other meteriel hes no indications Haturally I went to get on with the job ms soon
2 poeelble, eo I have wade some rough indications of what I would do on

encloeed shecte. If this esems to you reanonable, please return the sheets with vhet-

ever indicatlone you may wish to add ae soon as you cans g

In the current show I made uee of large sheete of glass 30 inee by 8 feet, inetead of
framing all the photographe individumllys The eppearance is neat end the system relieves
the monotony of the usual show. It has been commented upon favorably by many people of
taste, (Including, inecredibly encugh, O%Keeffe!) The five oversize Jackson prints seem
to me to lend themeelves to this Lreatment beeautifully. By making mounte 30 ins. high
and 32 ins wide the margine will be approximately those which you specified--=6 ing,
at the top, & ine at bottom, and 5-3/4 to emch sides Three of these will just fit
under one 8 ft. penols This will save making individual frames for these pictures
which, Bcmuse of their eize, would have to be wooden, not passepartout.

The other prints will fit on 11 x 14 or 14 x 18 mounts easily. Using these two sizes
gives one an opportunity to hang interestingly. PFor example a vertical 11 x 14 can
be put beside a horizontel 14 x 18 to give a very neat appearance.

If you want wooden frames for these, as in the Hill show, I ehall have to imow at
once the mumber required, so that the shop can start making theme Altermatively we
could use paspepartouts.

The stereos I think will be eplendid displayed in storeoscopic viewing mechiners, I
remodelled a couple of the commerciel models so that they can be stood on a table for
a show of photography which I did for Paris, and the effect wae good. Perhaps we could
have a table or a nxexowzwhmix wide chelf with six mechines standing on it. Vhat would
you think of perhape displayins an enlarged copy of a good one above this row of
machines?

I would be very glad to receive ee soon as you can send it, & list of material to be
added to that on the enclosed checkliet of material here, Thie i a complete liet
of all that we have on hand, I would like to lmow how many Bredys, how they will be
mounted, and some indication of the remaining materials If you can send on shexex
what s ready, eo much the better. I dont want to rush the chop, and I muet give
publicity some information about the showe
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The isolated panel in the center of the room ecems to me a fino place to put the
Bradyss They will be separated from the old printe quite clearly. I think that you'll
1ike Lhe epace when you get to henging in ite I am wondering if you have some ideas
for the position of the glaes caee for the albune, Have you thought of the problem
of picturee mounted verticelly and horizontally in the caxz albume? We'll have to
make the case wide enough so that the elbume can be revolved thru a 90 degree angle.
S8 O 0"
The enclosed worksheets are not very neat, but I felt that I could tell the story
better with photos.

Again thanks for your letters. May I expect & liet of the material you have?
g Lodty weate coples of the most interesting, ‘het can we d¢ sbout releasing the

s ANl b ‘ N L

i i - " . ™

bragor L0EYS .t g o e
Looking forward ;to seeing you soone T

P fte Al AkvieD wld Gy slgeesolo 5T Ag every .

soadint 08 ¢ el qo amakien)
oS Eps Bty £5 sl o 00
pods &0 o) ffdw no Jay o
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~hude dFbatadeals 1Y muttey saonly
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The National Archites
Mashingtox, B. .

PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVES
AND RESEARCH

February g3 1942.

goﬁumtqf_m_m_of Modern trtjiew York

&l WESTERN™
UNION

. » m Ntw{‘ﬂMl CARLTOMN 4 S WL LEVER
SHAIMMAN OF THE BOARD FINET VICE-SAEMDENT

SR Sy, sieet to the feoms a0 back hereof, which are herely agreed fo i

. FEBRUARY 4, 1942
> e

L ADAMS
E NATIONAZL P/FK

7 KNOW AT ONCE IF PLAN OUTLINTD IN ¢ LUTZER 70 OPEN. RONT
OW MARCH THREE IS POSSIBLE. CAN YOU GEND AT ONCE AVAILABLS
 MOUNTING ISCTRUCTIONE ?  CAN REMAINING MATERIAL BE.
BRUARY TRENTY-THIRD ?  VFRY YUCT HOPY PRONTIFR SHOW C
TRST FLOOR GALLERY, AVATL/BLF ONLY MONTH OF WARCH.
5B REPLY BY WESTVRN UNION COLLFCT. o
BEAUMONT
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@he Nutional Avchifies
Wnshingtow, B. C.
DIVISION OF
PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVES
AND RESEARCH
February 3,
e ——
L

1 ég@_mw_mm of dodern *rh;&i g

= WESTERN"
UNION

R 8. WHITE NEWCOMEB CARLTON
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN GF THE BSARD Ll Il'l' vlu:mnmr

M-Wummmmw which are hereby agreed to

FIRNTARY 4, 1942

LTE NATIONLL P/ERX
0RNTA

msi KNOW AT OMCE IF PLAN QUTLINTD T :

m MARCH THREE IF POSSIBLE. CAN YOU CPND AT NP AVA

mxc INSTHUCTIONS ® CAN RRMAINING NATERIAL BE |
TWENTY-TEIRD ? VDPRY UCH HOPE FRONTIFR® SHOW €

§ FIRST FLOOR GALLFRY, /VATIL/BLY ONLY MONTH OF HARCH.
SE BEPLY BY WESTERE UNION COLLFCT.
BEAUMONT
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DIVISION OF

PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVES
AND RESEARCH

February 3, 1942.

Mr. Ansel Adams
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York, New York

Dear Ansel:

Enclosed herewith are the collations for the
prints which you made from the original Brady negatives.
I hope that you will find them useful,

I em gending this letter to the Museum as you
mentioned a probable visit to the East in February. I
hope that present events have not foreced you to alter
these plans and that we will heve the pleasure of seeing
you here in the not too far distant future. Since your
last visit a considerable quantity of new materisl has
been accessioned and I believe that you will be interested
in it, both for its historical and pictorisl value.

With best regards,
Sincerely yours,

AN

V. D. Tate,
Chief, Division of Photographic
Archives and Besearch
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THE ART CENTER SCHOQOOL

waiting for me

soon ag I arrive

textural matter for the panels

Melir
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1
Dear Bedumont

Dave, [''nk Adama and I have had several secsslons
and things are getting along fine. We return to the Coast today.

LOLIlK

The first roughs of the I tive =rﬂ Print Panels
T R TR R cmn ] ﬂtnlv The ertire

WESTERN
UNION™

AL NWILLIAMS NEwcoMl! CARLTOM 4. C. WILLEVER
FRESIDENT CHAIAMAN OF THE BOARD FinsT VIC‘-’NGI‘PDIN‘P

Jiny Hﬂ'mmmmuﬂﬂﬂlm‘ndwlmluSTAND&RDTllLEatpom:olwlnm. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIMEat §

_ NAB186 11 1 EXTRA=WD LOSANGELES CALIF 29 1233P
'BEAUMONT NEWHALL,MUSEUM OF MODERN ART= |  ®i2 4N 29

11 WEST 53 ST L

can YOU WIRE TODAY IF SIX FOOT PANELS ACCEPTABLE., REGARDS=
ANSEL ADAMS ART CENTER SCHOOL ~ LOSANGELESwl ’

'iI will write further 1rom tne Lrai,

Greetings to vou and Nancy
B more later!

Sunday, Januray 25th, 4 P
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Dear Seéumont

Dave, ink Adana and I have had several secsslons

=]
and things are getting along fine. We return to the Céoast today.

The first roughs of the Negative and Print Panels

are very atiiractive, and Dave OK's them completely., The entire

B WHITE NEWCOMES CARLTON <. 8. WILLEVER
PRESIOENT CHAIMMAN OF THE BOARD FIRAT VICE-FAESIDENT

mw&ﬂluﬂmhdw. which are hereby agreed to

JANUARY 29, 1942

51X m Pm NOT EUITAPLY FOR CIRCULATION.
_FIVE FOOT MAXIMUM. GENDING TODAY VOSFMITE DETAI
' 6 VXHIBITIONS. REGARDS.

BRAUMONT .

Greetings to vou and Naney
B more lﬂter. >

Sunday, Januray 25th, 4 P.M.
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s&dumont

Dave, T!rk Adamns and I have had several sessions

and things are getting along fine, We return to the Coast today.
The first roughs of the Yepative and Print Panels

are very attractive, and Dave OK's them completely. The entire
show will be prepared verv soonon paner and all the necessary
photographic 1llustrations, ete. will be completed,

Dave agrees that the exhibit should be postponed
until completion is assupdd. The plans are now that I will
come .east in the latter vart of February, and wokk out the
additional pansls which will rzlate this Negative and Print
show to the times, We believe there is a svlended tie-in
possible with such ideas as expressed in Stelchen's “Challenge"
and we can both convey the informative 1deas originally plarned
and useful applications of photogranhy to problems of Civilian
Defense, the Red Cross, Recreation, ete. Tha latter ideas will
require a2 lot of =tudy and contacts,

Dave thinks we should not schedule the time of the
exhibit right now - there will probably be openings later on
in the season, I think the Movie Foyer space would be excellent
for such a show, and it might give us the chance to expand the
content in wvarious ways.

As I sadd, we are returning to Los Angeles this afternoon

and I will get to Yosemite within a few days. There I have the

Brady prints and some of the Frontier exhibit material., In

San Francisco, where I shall be by the end of the week I have

the reet of the Frontier material, There is very little work to

do on the show - a bit of final spotting on t~he Brady prints, and

some documentation on Farquhar's material, There will be no need

of sending me any proofs because I will be in lNew York in good

time to set up the show at leisure, -
/ [

Tink Adams asks iIf there is any basic \obiection”
in designing the panels 6 feet long rather than 5 feetT The
proportions would be vastly better, But I remember the speclficgfic
sent included the m-asurements of 40" by 5'. .

We have to go now; Dave savs he will mail this, and
I will write further from the traln.

Greetings to vou and Nanecy
B more later. _-
-~ - il
g e

- -]

Sunday, Januray 25th, 4 P.M.
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P8, BSally and I just put Ansel and Tink back on the "Chief",
We had a very interes ¢ and productive two days. Under the
circumstances it would be impossible to complete the bullding
of the Show in time to open in February, They have scale draw=-
ing for four of the panels. I think Ansel got a bit panicked
when he found they couldn't get the materials necessary in time
to build and ship the Show, But I feel after having spent the
entire morning on it that he should proceed as rapldly as pos-
sible with 1t and that we will find some way of getting it up
when it 1s built, The dlagrams are very good and exactly what
we have wanted, Exmposure, Filters, Optliecs, Control of Devel-
opment, printing, use of swing-backs, etc. There are twelve
basic panels covering these fundamentals, We all frit that 1t
would tie in with the present situation to have an appendix of
gix extra panels with examples related to the emergency. Ansel
has promised to get the photographic material finished and have
scouts sent out to pick up, in small quantities such materials
as are needed, The Art Center School will proceed with the
construction and lettering so that when Ansel gets back from the
Eagt in late March he can push the project to completion, It
can then be shipped and be on hand whenever s vanancy 1ln the
exhibition space permits a showing. Two points he would like to
have your advice on, can thep make the panels six feet ? Would
you be willing to have it put up in the Auditorium Foyepr? That

would allow ample room for the Adiitional six panels which they
both feel would help a lot. More anon. We leave on Thursday.
ATl best wiskes and warmest regards to Nancy., Unele David.

K
|
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MecAnsel-Adame . - - o o oo
Yosemite Natdomal Park., ... . ...
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Bt ots mort

e for gaus 1oikoras 1 on giad Vet you a4 K hais had wuch ¢ Witatictory |
vieit with Dave in Santa Fe. g O T S Me SEOV <

T.anade a.al” .o wod apnlis 3o o
1 have ww%gum

s

L bise od

e bope will prove'to be practica 4
P QT S u I Lye amvinds .‘_l'_.', h > . ¢ roe wlosy of
Firet of all i must say that due to the fact that the Hart films have not yet beem '

- reweived by the Nuseum, t has d the of the Westerne.
Mcﬁm is no ;5 ‘ﬁl"l-lﬁg? “Frontier and’ m%%*-m Auditorium

Gallerye Instead we propoee to have this ghow in the first floor gallery now occupied
by the New Acquieition in Photographye This is & pleasant room, which ie well lighted
and idealy suited for the dieplay of photographes I enclose a tracing which will show
the exsot area available to yous The moummumumuaml.mm
entire firet floor epace will be given over to & highly interesting and timely exhibi-
tion on war housing.

Therefore we have planned to have the opening of the Frontier show on Tueeday, March 3
This gives us one month in which to prepare the material. In order that we can do a

good job, will you plesse let me have specifications at once for mounting the photographs
already on hand, I assume that they are to be behind cut-out mate and passepartouted, s
we handled the Brady &nd 0'Sullivan printe in the 60 photoe shows ¥ill you also please
send at the earliest moment all the material which you have ready, together with the
epecificatione for mountinge. Then by the time you arrive in February the show should be

This will leave you time to make the contacts about the expansion of the Negative-Print
ghow. I presume that in the meanwhile Tink Adams could be constructing the major part
of the show, which I gather has been thoroughly planned out. Dave in a note to me about
your vieit seemed very enthueisstic a out the plans, and from what he wrote it sounds
1ike an ideal handling of the materials By the time you return to Californis, sometime
in the middle of March, I euppose, the major showzxhautdxbe panele should be done, and
the new material could be put into shepe.

If this plan can be worked out, we should be able to hang the Negative-Print show to
open in the Auditorium Gallery on Tuesday, April 7. It would remain there for some oix
weeke, to be followed by the Steichen exhibitione

It does not seem to us at all feasable to postpone the Negative-Frint show until after
Ste'chen's. Ye have already made announcemente, we have made plans for the circulating
of it, and & postponement seems to ue to be unfortunate. We hope that it can be
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Ansel Adams / Jan. 29, 1942 / page 2

avolided.

¥ill you plemse give this hew schedule a careful going-over, and let me know
& practical ome?! Othervise, it will be necessary to run up some kind of show
in the gap botween Frontisr and Defence., As you can see, it will not be poesi
hold over the Frontier show another month unlese it is moved. This I refuse to
It already happened with the Image of Freedom exhibition.

It will be grand to see you Sast agein. ¥e have much to talk over, and I want to tell
you of all our various plans.

Nanoy and I were rather surprised that in the joint letter from Dave and youreslf, ns’
acknowledgnent was given off the telegras which ve sent to Dave about the .lh::ﬂl :
printe, Some time ago I told Dave that it was shooking that we had no Stieglits printe---
something which, of course, he knewsegeand that I felt that it would b8 better to have
one Stieglits printe than s mumber of Outerbridge things which he was contemplating
buying to give to the Museum. 50 he suthorized me to offer $1000 to Stieglits, He was
et all optiaistic about the possibility &f the offer being pted. And neither
was T, Vell last week we went to see Stisglitz, and I told hia that we had om fund
for the soquisition to some of his prints. He was delighted with the offer, '
vith enthueiass, and he is now meking a small collection ings for us. "As & start,”
he said to us. Fe aleo want gﬁ"’“"“”m“» %o the ones “will
be purchased from the fund. is the beet news on the “ever,
and we were so delighted that ve wanted to let you end Dave know at once,

i Th

. . _—
balguoce wou Tielliay . - aind
bateg fon o dakids | " ‘ n—— ; ’

. . - [ ¥ - :.‘;; \‘f
L AL d 7. \ s 2 oee Y . . 4

PEL FE SR TN 54 f ! palles ¢looh! bhaa
el tae e J oy of sfdadlim A fomxe edd
TN L ) ' . v %’nu‘ll Lo R8s
prepey’ L an £

o

{oping o hear from Jou_soon sbout the szh{BILIGR séhedile, Wid wEth 411 Sest, "

ig *v8d av sotevadl
v soviy skl
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Moncay , en route to L.A.

Dear Beaumont,

Yesterda; at Daves - af ter long discussions on Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday AM - | dasnhed of f a rough draft of a letter to you on his machine.
Then there was lunch, and a nurried desarture for the train. | did not have
time to rewrite the letter and Dave said he would send it on to yous There was
many thirgs | intended to put in that note, out | shall try to include them
in this more peaceful letter,

First, | want to tell you | am perfectly aware of the inconsistancy
apparent in changing plans far the snow - esecially after all my worries over
detailed alterations in the Sixty Photograph exhibit,/ Frankly, the idea got out
of pounds. Before December Tth | would have thougnt of it as originally planned.
Then, with all the develpments in the Museum and in the world at large 1 found myze
myself confused as to the true function of the exhibit. 1 made up about twenty
plans and outlines, out discarded them sll as they were either too complicated or
400 obvious. Then, when Steichen's "Challenge™ appeared, and Dave and you told
me of the comolicated and dominant plans for the Museum and the Dept, [ truly
felt that something Had fo be done to make this exnioit functional. Folloving a
long talk witn Dave on !ne phone 1 decided to go to Snta Fe. Tink Adams went
with me (more later about him) and we had some very stimulating talks; a worth-
wnile trips

The plans which Dave favors now are -

1 prepare the orizinal panels, using as illustrative material as much,
contemporary defense subjects as possible.

1 Moe east acout the third week of February, and cuntact the proper
people in regard the additional "functional™ panels, relating to
examples of photography in various contemporary efforts - such as--
First aid
Civilian defense
Armed Forces Recreation
etc.
1 have a clear preliminary idea about these panels
put it will take a lyttle time to clarify them in

type.

%, wnile in the East 1 install the Frontier snow.

Ll f 3ok I
R eRoR o 3T vt el finisn the supplimentary panels, for the
Negative and Print exhibit.
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Che Chief'
—

| was especially haopy to nave Deve meet Tink Adamsy There is a
def inite relationship in his vies-nuint arf that of the Hussum; one
wnich, If properly developed, can effect many mutual benefits. The Art
Center School is a remarkable institution. As sou know, | approached it
with a strong negative attitude. what | had seen in o few exnhibits had
disturbed me. | frankly scrapped it out with them; their attituce was -
"AlL right, if you feel that way come down and tell us about it", | did
on several occasions, and each time | Saw morc of the School and the
attitude and spirit of the staff and puwpils. 1 realized tnat the exhibits
| had seen were only a small fragment of wnat they had to show. And the
exnibits concentrated on certain spectaculay asoects of commersial and
illustrative photography. What | have s=en in the past month far trenscends
the content of the photo shows they nave set up.

The School is an organization devoted to training people to make a
living in nany branches of illustration, cesign, and interpretation. | was
def initely wrong in criticizing them along"Museua®cr "abstract" lines. In
turn, tney agree that more of the basic esthetics are required, However,
their Fundamental technique is remarkable, and the proof of the pudding
lies in the very large proportion of their students who have secured
immediate and well-paid positicns. Y twe weexs infensive work at the
School were most stimulating, and any doubts | may have had on the basic
idea of the %wol have been dispelled,

The preiiminary designs worked cut for the panels are very fine -
direct, simple presentations with logical structure. we are comoleting
all of tne panels - in rough layout - immediately; you will receive the
roughs for acproval , and we will then contirue with the final dans. Cave
thinks, and 1 acree, that the panels snould be made out here under out
direct sucervision; he tcld me the Museum nas lost many of its best men
in trhe shops. We have a mocdel-maker available who coulddo a finished
job on the panels.

| mentioned yesterday about maxing the Pancls six feet long; Adams
feels the proportions would be better. Cen you let us know about this
right svay? Remezber - tre final exnibit will consist of not more than
12 panels for the main part of the snow and perhabs 6 additional penels
for the specific subjects.

Dave tolc me many tnings about the Museum - newundertacings, etfc.
1t all sounus very exciting. | gather Newnall is VERY busy. Don't cork
yosrself. 1t was interesting to find gaps in my information on the
activities; | did not know that the Laxesicde Press has fizzled on the
reoroduction of the Stieghitz Hands. | emstill pesitive 11 can be done
but 1 suppose we will have tc wait until after the War now.
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Che Chief
Dave secms very happy, and Sally fits in beautifully. It all is

very true to type and temperament. He is quite a different person, end
excepticnally full of enthusiasms. Edward phoned me last wednesdayj |
coulo not see him before leaving on the trig, out 1 am hoping he will
still be in LA« Anyway, | shall see nir in Carmel. Needless to say,
he practically fainted with joy to be in California again. | gather

that the East - excepting friends- slightly got nim cown. But he said
they had magnificent fimes with you and Mancy.

as foe me, things are definitely uncertain. | nave mush to do, but
an impatiently awaiting some word from *asréngton as fo woat @y work
will be, Things now teke un @ nex mood and character. Tne weaxknesses
of many activities are shown clearly against the tragic background,
There are still people out nere who tnink the war is some sort of a new
NRA! But the evidences of grim production are encouraging, and 1 guess
the main popubation will fail in line socon.

Please do not think | favor abandoning oodinary activities - but
| do feel that whatever we do snould relate , as much as possible, to
fhe motovating spirit of the times,

Dave is very enthusiastic about the new show you have put up. |
gather he is pleosed with all the new develupments.

We are getting close to the®Cty of Angles® ((((?7%2)))) and 1
will clcse. I am still in a state of benign surfeit, having nad a swell
breakfast of orange juice, Cream of wheat, Veal Kidneys éa butter
sauce, a small waffle, and grabd coffeel ALl tnis, and the desert
going by at 75 MPH foo.

affecticnate greetings to you and Mancy

v
o

: ’.’//./_'- : .‘_/’ C/__J_’, —
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HE MERIDEN GRAVURE COMPANY
FULL-TONE PRINTING & MERIDEN, CONNECTICUT

ESTABLISHED IN 1888 * TELEPHONES 600-60I

f___The Museum of Yodern Art, N.Y.

- WESTERN
UNION

NEWCOMB CARLTOM 4 C WILLEVER
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD '“." VISH-FAENIDENT

wﬂh“‘lﬁl—lwm hl!qf mﬁkﬁ are kuﬁyn;mdfa

January 22, 1942

- CENTER SCHOOL, 2544 VEET SEVENTH ST.
ﬁ ANGEL"S, CALIFORNIA

MUSFUM FAVORS CONTINUATION ALL NORYAL ACTIVITEN

o
E. H. Hugo
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HE MERIDEN GRAVURE COMPANY
FULL-TONE PRINTING - MERIDEN, CONNECTICUT .

ESTABLISHED IN 1888 * TELEPHONES 600 -601

"WESTERN -
UNION,

AN WILLIAMS NEWCOMEB CARLTOM S . WL
= .-mn'-m:n‘e CHAINMAN OF THE BOARD mIRsT vice

.'iiINT EXHIBIT IN ORDER TO ExrAND ITS FUNCT ION "IN REL&T"

==

EWARD ADAHS AND 1 WILL SEE MCALPIN SANTAFEL FRIDM’ F@R
Bl3€U$S|ON | FAVOR FOSTFONING EXHIBIT UNTH;r RFTER BEF '

cauFinuarlom SOON AS FOSS IBLE WEDNESDAY REZARDSa
' ENTER SCHOOL OF LOSA,.

IATE SUGGESTIONE FROM ITE PATRONS oom:mwm s mm

THE MERIDEN GRAVURE CO.

%4—4«? o

E. H. Hugo
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-THE MERIDEN GRAVURE COMPANY
FULL-TONE PRINTING = MERIDEN, CONNECTICUT

ESTABLISHED IN 1888 = TELEPHONES 600-601

January 22, 1942

Mr. Ansel Adams
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 534 st.

New York City

Dear Mr., Adams:

You will receive shortly a color plate reproduction
which is being issued for the pleasure of our friends
and as an example of Full-Tone Collotype, hand-colored.

Our reproduction was made from a copy of the original
hand-colored engraving., With it is "A Note on the
Artist and the Book from which this Reproduction has
been made" written by Philip Hofer who also supplied
the original for reproduction.

This is being sent to you with our best wishes and the
hope that you will find it interesting and pleasing.

Sincerely yours,

THE MERIDEN GRAVURE CO.

bcces -
E. H. Hugo

EHH:MC
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January 29, 1942

Nr. E. H. Bugo
The Meriden Gravure Company
Meriden, Connecticut

Danr Hr. Hugo:

Buseus gof Sl ahsence of Mr. Adams I opened your

let‘tbr’ to nim of January 22nd. Thls morning we
recetved the collotype describved in the letter. In
vieW Or ‘the ‘1drge dizé of ‘thits HiHdsone niede of -
rérodiction T an holding 1¥ for Wr. Admnd? arrival
in Februasry :Lnstcad of tqking thq risk aof sqndq.rg it
td 'hhﬁ 'ﬂ'gﬂ QO&St.

Yours very truly,
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‘THE MERIDEN GRAVURE COMPANY
FULL-TONE PRINTING = MERIDEN, CONNECTICUT
ESTABLISHED IN 1888 = TELEPHONES 600 -601

A

#”

January 30,1942

Mr. Beaumont Newhall
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 534 St.

New York City

Dear Mr. Newhalls:

Thank you for your leétter of January 29. We will
appreciate your holding the colored collotype re-
production of the/Nozeman plate for Mr. Adams'
arrival. /

Tf this 1= SQﬁéthing that you will be interested
in yourselﬁ; I should be glad to see that one is

forwarded Eo you.
Yours very truly,

THE MERIDEN GRAVURE CO.
QR T

E. H. Hugo

/ﬁHH:MC
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January 20, 1942

Mr. Ansel Adans
Art Center School

<+ 2544 West Feventh Street
Los Angeles, California

. Dear Ansel: _ 1

: ’r m ; I fully realize your predicament in getting

" g p the Negative and Print show. I have discussed it with
e Wheeler and he agrees that there is no alternative

to the proccedure which you suggest. However it must be
. .obvious to you that priority difficulties, while perhaps
-~ Dot so acute in the East, are nevertheless a real prob em,

@ e hope therefore that you will take into consideratior
. the present market conditions and will plan the exhibiti
i 1in the siaplest possible way. atis. I 18IL6S Hhe

.. ... . - Regarding your trip Rast I think it would
ibe ,“‘Eo fine if you could come on in time to install the
egative and Print show and stay over to take care of the
Frontier exhibition. I realize that you cannot make
definite plans in the present unsettled state. As to the
- Actual date, perhaps we had better wait until the working
drawings of the Negative and Print exhibition arrive so
that we shall mow how soon it will be ready for installa-
ﬁ?:’ The show of new acguisitions can well remain on
very

1 mei)

er than originally scheduled, Tt seems to be
. very well liked I am glad to say.

With all best wishes,
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January 14, 1942

Dear Ansel:

The sale of photographs at ten dollars turned out
pretty well, but I am sorry ‘that we only sold one of your prints.
I am returning to Yosemite nine of the fine prints and the one
which you first sent and which I mounted and spotted. The scores
Abbott 4, Sheeler 3, Moholy 1, Fvans 1, Newmen 0, Brett Weston O,
and Levitt 0. However I am purchasing one each of the Newman,
Levitt and Brett Weston for the collection, Your cheek has
either been sent or will be 'sent 'soon.

A1l is going well., The New Acquisitlons show seems to
appeal. I made a simple installation without fremes by using
eight pieces of glass 8 ft. x 2C in. Tn addition to the "8urf

lequence", there are five more of your prints, ten of Edward's,
nine Atget, ten Pmerson, ten Man Ray, five Moholy, six Baasch,
four-st&;siiz, and two each of Lange and Evans. I limited the
show absolutely to material never before shown ln the building
but perhaps the enclosed press release will give you the whole

lmo'

. I am also enclosing the "Call to Photographers" which
we hope will be successful and will lead to some definite sugges-
tions for photography by ecivilien workers in the war effort.

Thanks very much for the New Year's present. The
photographs end the menus made Nancy and me decide that our next
Christmas should definitely be spent in Yosemite! Who knows?
Maybe we can.

YOUI‘B »

Mr. Ansel Adams

Art Center fchool

2544 West Seventh Street
Los Angeles, California
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ANSEL ADAMS

Los Angeies, California
Jnuary lsth
1342

Dear Beaumont,
Just a iine on a few important coints; | shall try and write you a real
ietter suon. The teaching here nas been very hectic but very enjoyable; tnings are in

the Line of actual accomplisnment. will teil you all about itp next welk.

The most disturbing situatiun relates to the Negative and print show; and

i hasten to bring it to your attention. There is, and will be,no difficuity in getting
(construction)

the exnibit prepared as to design and cuntent, But the actual prepafation of the panels

and the shioment to the east presents a real problem.

Priorities nere make it practically imoossitie to get ang materials at allj
the School cannot even get a length of electrical cable for their lighting eguipmentd
The procurin. of wiring, metal boxes, and otner lignting equipment - to say nothing of
oly-wood for the panels - presents a serious problem. Everytning is subject to celay and
indefinite postoonements And decent labor hereabouts is scarce to say the least.

Hence, | am rushing this to you so that you can know of the
difficulties here, investigate the availabilaty of maferials in New York, and advise
me on the proceaure to follow.
Again, the snipment oy Fast freignt from west fo east is uncertain and
subject to serious delay, Express would be very expensivey trucking uncertain as freight

as the carriers are jamnmed, ALl of these difficulties have sneaked up on us wt here and

tnings are upset no end. Constructiun on houses nas been stopped; hall -completed ouildings
are common, Things essential to civilien needs are most dilficultp or impossible to gets oo
all very distracting. EsA.Adams and | wre thuroughly worried about the preparatiun of the
panels here. We suggest the Followings
1l | continue to preocare and finish the pnotugrapnic "content™ of the show.
2. The School designs tne panels - full-scale - and fhese desiyns, along
with the exhibit material are sent on to N.Y.

The panels are actually built and put fugetner in Nes York.
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1 cannot see any other way out of this, unless we want to take a big chance of delay.

A muntn ago, noone out nere woulc have thougnt thnings would be so tight. Ang itfs getting

worsel every day. The western railroads are janmed with trooo and materiel trains and Uncle

Sam nas, as he should, apsolute oriority.
1 understand from Dave that | am expected east again next month. If thatsfis the case,
I suggest the following programs
l« 1 come in time to nelp install the Negative and Print exhibit. (And I must say it
might be advisable to make a wiek or two weeks postpuneentul the upening, because
you may have a little troucle in getting materials in New York too.)
1 stay over at least long enough to install the Frontier exhibit (which is all
ready, except for a few Final cetails).
| have things to do in Boston and in
wasnington, so this program will be entirely possible in every way --
exceot,
1 do not know what the lbteriar Department will do acout my appointment, and 1
nave always the possibility hanging over me of being caileo for some active work.

But that is something everytning and everybody must figure on now,

| have been trying to get Dave on the phune at the Santa Fe address for the past week, but
without success. No answerdl Did he get married - did he get to Sunta Fe 227 de askea me
to write him there, which I have done seMeral times - out no answers | am trying again
today, and | will tell him all of the above.

How are you and Nancy - and vhat's new? It is certainly a hectic exi$tancel we
have nad no further blackouts here, but the General Jits have not abated.

affectionate greetings to you ooth
yours ever

PuS | guess | told you Tom used that snowpicture of mine in U.5.Camera without my xnowing
anything about until the cut was madel And the exposure was NOT 1<5th secundld
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January 12, 1942
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Box 455
Yosemite National Park
California

Degember 27, 1841

Mr, Beaumont Newhall
lmseum of Mpdern Art
New York, New York

Dear Beaumont:

Thanks for your letter of December 22nd regarding the N.N.P.
show. I shall proceed with maximum twelve panels 60 x 40 inches
as the basioc scale of the exhibit.

I1f the budget of £500,00 inecludes installation of the show, I
am still slightly perplexed, because I do not know how much you
think the lighting and hanging of the panels will cost. Can you
give me any rough idea on this?

Your comments on the bulk of the exhibit are most interesting.
I will try to keep the lighting boxes on one panel of & double set,
but it ocourred to me that the position of the boxes may be seo
designed so that two panels could be placed face to face, or back
to back, nestling into empty areas.

I know that the fluorescent light could not be used for the
dimmer on the presentation mnel.

o/

I had figured that struts would be made on mme of the panels
to maintain a siz inch space from the wall, I do not believe 1%
would be practical to allow the light boxes to take the pressure.
And thanks for the tips about the eye-bolts. As far as that note
in the upper right corner - "eight panels full width, four panels
flush” - kindly disvegard it. The sketch was worked out with
some confusion as there was discussion going on on all sides. I
do not think that 1 made any other confusing statements, but if
anything isn't clear please squawk. The final plans sent you will
of course be very acourate.

With all good wishes,
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Box 455
Yosemite National Park
California

December 27, 1941

lr, Besumont Newhall
Museum of Modern Art
New York, New York
Dear Beaumont:

Thank you for your letters of the 22nd, and the enclos-
ure from iir, Gaunt. It seems to me that this Odhams Press
proposition should be more garefully investigated. It may
be alright, and it may be a phony. Besides, I would prefer
to concentrate my interests in the Studio Publications -
M.M.A. project. Perhaps Mr. Holme wuld know something
about the status of the firm. I think we should try %o
help with anything worth while in photography, but at the

same time, we should be cautious.

Cordially,
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Date vsc. 15th, 1%

\

Re:

BEAUMONT NEWHALL

Dear Beaumont,

1 8 sendang the 10 prints of the Utaeh Farm today air-express. | am sorry over the delay,
but the cenditicas out here are not easy, and I have been twice to Yoserite and back, taiepg the whole
Family up, with baszage, efc.- to say noting of my imp rtant equipment. Also, | have been standing by
waiting For news from Washington. In the mean fine, | have been Fimisning up such things as these prints,
working on the two exnibits, and Fumbiing around in blackouts!l Last night, coming in From Yosenite, 1
got as Far as ONE mile From the house in S.F. and the Blackou! caught e, and | had to sit out 2§ hours

of pitch-black drizzle. All the time | could have been working in the darkroom! Missed by a mileld

I rad some hPelp in the spotting of these prints, and I certainly hope all will be well.
if there Is anything wromg with any of t%m, fix them up. Andfl don't think I ever properly thanked you for

spotting the First print | sent! You certainly should get some cut in the sales (if any)?
—_—

I took the licerty of enclosing a print which Francis Brennan af Forture reguested. [ have

written him to plck it up at your office.

1 will do sumething For you somedayll

Your print looks cetter and better. [ think It is a swell photograph. Do more of them) Got a

card from Edward incicating he I3 homes gkl Wents fo get an ax in his nadds!ont't blame rum, after & lot aof

3

Flat East. Will probably have an sx In my hants suon 0 after sume orientalsl It sure 18 ot stuflf nowl

rectings 1o you and

Ps5: The Brady's !out
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Dear Ansel:

I am sending you herewith small photographs of the pictures which
you have had sent to the Museum for the Frontier exhibition, together with -
for the record « the New Yor: photographe which I am returning to Ford.,

I have photographed both sides of the mounted photographs so that
you can let me know definitely by number whioch side of the photograph should be
on display.

I am also sending you a list with the numbers and the titles so
far as we are able to ascertain them from your notes, and I should appreciate
your checking this.

The photographs are of course nothing more than records. They
wer'e made very hurriedly and printed in etrip form by a commercial house.

There is some chance that we may have larger space in which to
hang the Frontier show since we are going to have showings of the films which
Bill Hart hae recently given to the Museum. Diok Abbott hae suggested that
the Frontier show be placed in the auditorium which will be specially fixed up
for the oceasion. Dave is willing to underwrite the cost of putting proper
lighting in thie gallery. I think this is definitely good newe for it will
mean the end of the improvised gallary in the lobby and the two manifestations
of Frontier photography in still and motion will reinforce one amother. The
early Hart picturee were all done out of doors and their photography ias entire-
ly in the spirit of the work you are choosing for the exhibition. Please let
me know if you want me to inelude any of the new Jackson plotures. I hope you
can make out something from the small copies. I think that the landscape with
the dead trees is a magnificent little pioture and I hope that it oan be
included. The other plotures I do not feel to be so important.

The last few days havercertainly seen a change in New York. The
Huseum is making definite plans for air raid precautions. Our windows are
taped, sandbags are being placed on the roof and we are making up lists of
plotures whioh should first be evacuated, However, we are going shead with our
exhibitions as normally beocause we feel that the beet thing we oan do is %o

CArry on.

By the way, are you planning to include any of our Russell photo-
g:pl in the show? Some of those showing the construction of the U.P,RR I
should think would be definite addi¥ionss You will remember that I sent out
two for the Pageant of Photography show. ™eee I think are the best., Vhere
are they now? Is that show going to Le brokem up in time for our show here?

With all best wishes,
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