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ces B.t,.y Jonks
Barr files, Burden

October 9, 1967

Dear Bill:

In the new catalog of the Museum's collection of painting and sculpture there
will be two important sppendices listing works that will eventually come to the Mu-
seum.

One of these ummw-%m,umnlu‘m
terest. In it are five gifts of yours they arel), They comprise:

Arp: Ptolemy :

Brancusi: Young Bird

Brancusi; Bird in Space

Mondrian: Trafalgar Square

Seurat: The Channsl at (ravelines, Evening

The second 1ist, Promised Gifts, would include the six future gifts or bequests
of yours. They ares : ey

Delaunay: The Windows

Oorky: Diary of a Seducer

Monet: Corona

Picasso: Two Acrobats with a Dog

Picassor Still Life with a Red Bull's Head
Plcasso: Still Life with Cherries

The eleven works mentionsd above are listed in wlggmr:r w, 1963, which

based on our ndence of August - September . ve elaven are
malwmm”:.omm-auwﬂmm&; all but the Gorky were
mlmdntmrumammmmmmwmmulmumm
80th Birthday Exhibition" in 1962.

pugh an oversight, I am sure these six have not formally been confirmed

p-uim hhhth;mhu:;okﬂhitwandhlunnmmhm.
In consideration of their actions and those of other Trustees, would you be
to write a similar letter now? T enclose the forms used by Jock Whitney and Ne
Rockefeller in their letters of 1958,

T feel a little embarrassed at writing you again, especially after your
residuary gifts of 1964. I haven't the slightest doubt of your intentions and
urally, am delighted to have your generosity recognized again, this time in
catalog along with the promised gifts of other collectors, mostly Trustees.

Sincerely,

The Honorable William A. M., Burden
630 Fifth Averue
New York, New York 10020

AHB 1 Jow
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BURDEN
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oot Oasey ﬁf : ( &ﬁy Wm

May 15, 1967

Dear Bill:

I think you and Peggy have received an invitation
to come to the afternoon reception for Lord and Lady
Casey on ths 23rd of May. Unfortunately, both our
Chairman of the Board and owr ex-President Blanchette
cannot be there, but I do hope that you and Peggy will
be able to come to lend luster to the occassion,

o1 Doubtless you know Richard Casey, the Governor-
Genmeral of Australia, and his very talented wife Maie.

A0 RS g e ety s S Decnes o

x e a gpaech on that occassion,
wuld bave atldwered long beftore This,
I do hope both of you can come.
I think you: have been very gensraons with
Sincerely,
Los Angeles show and much appreciate the gpe«

tion which yoi gaw
h

Sincalely,
The Homprable William A. M.
630 Fifth Avenue W
New York, New York 10020

William A. M
AHBtjsw
(Dictated by Mr. Barr and signed in
his absence)

Alfred " Frdeed 1 would appreciate ypur
S. 'Tndeed, if you can come,
chor ﬁ;ing“ pross'n;. to help us greet the Caseys when ther\‘g_?-

“rive at 6:15 PJM.
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WILLIAM A. M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, N_Y. 10020

June 22, 1965
L Bee o A

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for your letter of May 21st which I
should have answered long before this.

I think you have been very generous with the
Los Angeles show and much appreciate the special atten-
tion which you gave it.

Sincerely,
BE o

William A. M, Burden

Mr, Alfred H. Barr, Jr.

Director of the Museum Collections
The Museum of Modern Art

21 West 53rd Street

New York, New York 10019

mp/hz

ARTHUR K. WATSON
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ROBERT D.
Viee Presidant
JEAN F. dcGAUTRET
Treasurer
JAMES G. HELLMUTH
Secretary and Assistant Treasurer
PIERRE BE
Chairnan of the
Executive Commiiicee
MRS, LOWELL B WEICKER

Chairman
Wornen's Comuiities

CASS CANFIELT
€. KENNETH (

THOMAS K. Fi
DUNCAN G. H
KENNETH HOLLAND
ARTHUR A. HOUGHTON, JR
WALTER HOVING
MRS, JOHN C. HUGHES
MRS. DE LA GRANGE HYDE
C. D. JACKSON
NELSGN DEAN JAY
FLOYD W JEFFERSON
GRAYSON KIRK
REGINALD B, LANIER
MRS. ALBERT D. LASKER
CLARENCE G. MICHALIS
SIDNEY A, MITCHELL
FREDERICK B. PAYNE
JOHMN H. G, PELL
ENNOYER
VWARREN LEE PIERSON
PHILIP D. D
CH S M. SPOFFORD
GEORGE STEWART
MRS. THOMAS A. STONE
Ju
ARTHUR K. WATSON

We acknowledge receipt of your check in the
amount of § '% for subscription(s) to the
luncheon to be held in honor of M. Alfred Max
on Thursday, April 15, 1965 at the Four Seasons
Restaurant.

There will be no tickets issued for the luncheon.
Your name and that of your guest will appear on:
the seating list to be issued at the entrance to the
private room where cocktails will be served.

Please note that the time for the reception is’

“ 12:00 to 12:30 o'clock and that the luncheon will be
served promptly at 12:30 P.M.

James G. Hellmuth

% guest of William A.,M. Burden
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630 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YOREK 20, N. Y. PLAZA 7.9864

Mr, Alfred H, Barr, Jr.
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York, New York

Dear Mr, Barr:
ROBERT D. MURBHY
Vice Prosident

JEAN E. deGAU' We acknowledge receipt of your check in the

Trewsnirer amount of § '#% for subgcription(s) to the
JAMES G, HELLMUTH luncheon to be held in honor of M. Alfred Max
Secretary and taut Treasurar on Thursday, April 15, 1965 at the Four Seasons
PIERRE BEDARD Restaurant.
MRS, LOWELL B WEICKER There will be no tickets issued for the luncheon.
N i nrviiiea Your name and that of your guest will appear om"
the seating list to be issued at the entrance to the
CASS Ca rivate room where cocktails will be served,
. P
C. KENN INT
FERDINA. 3 . T e
fic Please note ¢ the time for the reception is
12:00 to 12:30 ock and that the luncheon will be
P EOLLAND served promptly at 12:30 P.M.

MRS. JO
MRS. DE

T D JACKSON - TR
{\‘_].113{1}‘ LI James G. Hellmuth
FLOY D W Ji

GRAYSON

% guest of William A,M, Burden
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Badary

William A. M. Burden

November 2, 1964

Mr. Barr

The attached letter of October 28th
from Mr. John Lefebre to Mr. Burden,
together with color transparency of
Alechinsky painting, is being sent

you at the request of Mr, Burden.

Mr. Burden would appreciate your
advising him whal you think of the

painting. : /
-"'//)7\ /

Secretary to Mr. Burden

.r‘

Attachments

alse n ﬂdd lu-‘
SRR 4D FYL C&8 &
exglevtal to sek ¥ !
- . pesul lnazurgbls time in Flarids,
‘ havs had & really cesulul asd

w ”;.‘w“ hc-.',' [T L | m“,‘.f‘ nmd- H. 'm’ Jr'

Sinceredy,

The Honorable William A, M. Burden
o 23 New York - ™
: W lor ALIpe ¥ p #F
L e plracter of the Ruesm Chllsotlow

AHB srr
encls,

the Bsuorible sliifi:a
&30 Fi'th Lveane
Bau Toge, Wow Tow
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Badary

eepr BL12
14 3 pdamp 204 -‘.;Nmal' 53 196l
e aws

cere
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i, f@qaga e t.ha i patr. B Lheg Shobtian.efsuiechablory ant
*;"?.h'@u'iﬁkit. one of , best. paintings I have seen by this very taleuted
of the international Cobra groups, Lt is more dacorative
'losa 58v n most of the paint.ings by thiu expreaaioniatio

slas v wuld et reproduss it s )L svureaviste r.uri.n, fr:: ,fum

. '
SOUR A s OAR sosveniently answer my Quesile Sinceraly, (rald ! hawm
przlestad 45 Mg pou abovi this pisoin Lausly,

pad & really restd 24 plogsurgbls tise in Florlds.

I bum gyes have Alfred H, Barr, Jr.

Ny very beost to Peguy end yoaraslf,
s Lsaeraly,

The Honorable William A. M. Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
New York 20, New York itieai K. BT, &P
Pugseuve Collwobtl s
AHE sy
encls,
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2»1-111“1';'
Dear Bill: .

would you mind, olarifying the status of the Picasep Sidll Lifs . . ..
with Red Buli's Head for cataloging purposes! ' i

ﬂhmu'mrmprﬁnnd-mm!.am it is hare .
in the Musswm it might qualify as an exteuded loan too, in which case
I should like to reproduce it in the ssction of plates of works in this
category. The Quernica is of course the prime example of extanded loans.

4.

If howsver you intend to withdrew the painting to hang it somewhere
olse we would mot reproduce it. I would sppreciate hearing from youkas
seon &3 you oan convenisntly answer my question gines I am afraid I have
neglected to ask you about this picture previously.

I hom you have had a really restful and pleasurable time in Florida.
My very best to Pegzy and yourself, A

tmns Tianil Sincerely,

Alfred M, Barr, Jr.
pirector of the Museum Collections

The Homorsble Willism A. M. Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
New York, Mew York

AHE srr

59 A I
S5 AR T R
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Dear Jimg

2 December 1963

Here are a couple of very interesting papers which you asked me to

return to rﬂu-
aar K.

mirable drawings?

- S
Lopu I

bhe made T
will, of coum

Mr. Burden,

31 ] I submitted it TO

rosd O jou.

sarry it turnex

ofhlthut,hwiolt that we have seen so fow of his ad-

, are villing o
 Yours, - will

jour peRAoegraph

received a
gell the

telagram T - u.r"frwnd,
Unfortunately = and
the Trustees of
wreed unanimously to buy the painting
var for a paintiag
oat thia wvay &8 T kopw
Modnrn ArS, bul

"be happy that this marvellous
§ publis collections in

(114] SACON .

highest pr
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. @l
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Please return to Sobl at some point,

' Directors

Secretary
Cables
Bankers

HRF/AEL

Mr, James Thrall Soby,
Brushy Ridge Road,
New Canaan, Conn.,
UOSOA.

Dear Mr, Soby,

I am delighted to hear that you are willing to
lend the SUTHERLAND; thank you so much. Acknowledgment will
be made to all the lenders in the catalogue,and your photograph
will, of course, be returned to you. ;

B’ s—— Yesterday I received a te am from your friend,

e @ Burden, asking me not to sell the Bacon. Unfortunately - and
I am truly sorry about this - I submitted it to the Trustees of
the Museum in Hamburg who agreed unanimously to buy the painting
for $17,500., This is the highest price ever paid for a peinting
by Francis Bacon. I em sorry it turned out this way as I know
how keen you were to have it for the Museum of Modern Art, but
perhaps, on the other hand, you might 'be happy that this marvellous
painting should be in one of the finest public collections in

Germany .

I look forward to seeing you. I am not sure whether
Francis and I will be over for the opening,but we shall certainly

come very soon afterwards.

With kindest regards,
Yours sincerely,

( aver)

N wans

H.R. Fischer.
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$%§Tegé It serves B ill right. ' T etill can't get it through my head
'y

B i1l and P eggy don't like th e Pfif# Pope picture,they didn't

give it to the 0ld Howard. It's one of the b est Bacons in the world
and nadw it's gone forevem

Itls_been an enchanti day at Iast, WMelissa is in excellent spirits,
knowing that she's ### going home to New Canaan on Monday. This
morning she and Biil de Kooning and T sat in her room at the hospital

and talked on and on, I think I've almast never heard any artis®

talk as brilliantly as he did aboubt everyone from Ingres to Gorky.

It was fascinating, believe ms, end I wish %to God I'd had a tape recorders
But I'm worried about his heslth. His ldver is pretty well shot and
Yesterday they discover ed scmething wrong with his cardiogmaph and he
has to ave more tests, poor guy,

P.S. (6ct 31) This is the lettgfzirom Fischer ahout the Burden @ope
picture. You've seen the letter before but may have forgotten., If
took me time to find it because I didn't file it with the other Bacon
material. Alloway tells me that almost certainly Bacon will never
arrive in this country. He (Bacon) loathes all American painting,
especially the current crop from abstract expressionism to Pop art and
sees no reason why he should wade across the ocean to see what's going
on, I give up. I'1ll have to corner the b=--- in London next spring.
0ddly enough CBS now seems to want a Bacon of the innocent variety like
the brilliant landscape of this year, I can't get anywhere with them
about Morris Louis, though I have new ammunition in the fact that Chicago
and Los Engeles are now interested in having retrospective Louis shows.

Can't remember whether I sent you a copy of my letter fo Colin, Palay
Stanton & C&. I said in the letter that I thought the Louis a better
picture in quality but not, of course,market-wise then the Riopelle

CBS bought for 14 G's. Raiph's reply was extremali mild and courteous,
He promised to look again at the Louis doughnut# picture (now at Santini)
and I haven't given up hope,

Irs.’

Bulldog Drummond
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2 Decenber 1963 -

| 13 ' W =-me nooLid

Dear P‘W’ X . - . '. ot 3 -l SWraighianed
Such 13 the disorder and l'renly of my life that I spend much of my E
lpologizim ror havihg mg’lachd le't.tollo or fo!‘gotton appﬁ.nhm!ho S Bale of Dod

1 L e
Lo -] £

! Inmemoufwletier askh!gutoboaaponm oi'uw symposium
"Ths Quality of Life" my lapse is compounded by the fact that I thought I had* .
answered your letter agreeing to be a sponsor. I then carrisd the letter around -
in my pocket, making rioges on the back of it, only to find todsy, in giving it to '~

Lo mm, whersupsn they want abwad
my uomtﬁ?-ﬁ m&. that T ma not nplidﬂ_i;é \?—-‘_ e o et

Im&a\mm'mvao the s;mpoﬁm and such was my 1?“ aw
that I tried on several occasions to catch your eye on your ., .
platform. lnrgondu:r {'ﬁifml_'n'_)t aﬂt*nt"m. Ihdby&n _ ‘w ﬂil‘tzh
It was an exceptionally 1nemmng Soibe OPREINGS ‘ Tynan's, incidentally,
is reproduced inbth some abbreviation in the current issue of Look. It reads as
well as it sounded.

I hope all goes will with the Manhattan School of Music m-m. Please
let me know if I can help.

sm“l"'
Alfred H. Barr, Jr.

Mrs, William A. M. Bl.l.l‘dln, Jre

820 Fifth Avenue
New York 21, New Iork

ARB:rr
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

cc: Miss Jones
Mr, Soby Date October 3, 1963

Alfred Barr

Dorothy Miller

Dear Alfred:

Bill Burden phoned me this morning from Atlanta about a loan
request from the Chilean Ambassador which Bill had referred some months
ago to Waldo instead of to our department., This matter is all straightened
out now and there is no need to go into it here,

But I do want to tell you what Bill said about the sale of his
Bacon, He said "Have you heard what that Marlborcugh outfit did to me on
the Bacon?" I said "No" and he said "I gave it to them for an appraisal and
then they went ahead and sold it when I wanted to give it to my nephew as
& wedding present," DM: "I thought you intended to sell it," W.B.: " I did
but then my nephew got engaged and as he was crazy about the picture I told
Marlborough to return it so I could give it to him, whereupon they went ahead
and sold it, I am writing them a strong letter of protest, If they are
going to do business in New York they can't behave like that."

I checked this with Olive and she confirmed that Bill had given

the picture to Marlborough to sell., However, he had an agreement with them
to give him a refusal on any offer which they disregarded. ( ? )

2
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by LoENV

THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

cc: Alfred & Dorothy (FYI)
Date_  September 27, 1963

To: Jim Soby

From: Betsy Jones

Dorothy diidn't have lunch with Olive Pragaswi yesterday but I dide I
asked her about the Bacon., Her guess as to why Burden wanted to sell it in the
first place was that it was because neither he nor Mrs, B. liked it. The reason
he changed his mind (too late, as it turned out) about sedling it was that he
was thinking of giving it to his nephew (son of Shirley Burden), who is getting
married and who evidently has always liked the painting. Another reason for
7ving 1t to him was that he is a Catholic) (I know the clmrch is supposed to be
getting more liberal and tolerant, but...)

She said that after she returned from the Gape the lovely Mrs, Metcalf
told hdr Burden might want to get the picture withdrawn and shortly thereafter he
himself called her. She cabled right away and got back a quick reply that the

had already been sold th Hamburg for $17,500, He immediately twmed on Olive
and blamed her for mishandling the sale. She says that she never sent a latter
even in her own name without his approval. In one letter she stutes that they
expect that Bfirden would have a chance to reject any ufifers he might consider
unsuitable, However, as they placed the minimum at $10,000, Marluorough probably
assumed they wouldn't find $17,500 unsuitable., In any case they did not tell him
of the offer before the sale. He got his legal staff to comb the correspondence
to see 1f he had any pecomrse, but they felt the wording would not give them a
good case in court.

This all put him in a grumpy mood so that he i:otﬁebuylm
being offered by Castelli for $120,000. (There's a good pleasure in X
thinking of all the Pollocks he probably "decided not to over the years for
a fraction of that price.)
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cec: Miss Miller

20 Septembsr 1963

Dear lﬁ'. Ilurde_n:

at. t..ho request of your office I eneclose a catalogue: ci

the Battersea Park sculpture emmtd.on\ in which Calder's M

-

months ago, is reproduced,

* The Honorable William A, M. Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
Bew York 20, New York

encl.

widow. (catalo.;ne number 8), purchased b} the Huseum over two. ...
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' THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

; -~
N ee: SM Date 9 September 1963

i

To: Mr. Barr

From: Rona

J W"All photos" of Calder's Black Widow are 2, one of which I've already sent
% you, the other, enclosed herewith. This is all that C/E has in their files.
\Do you want us to ask the Galerie Maeght for others?

) f M.C. album photo of Maneeater with Pennants sent to you some time ago with
Jother sculpture photos for Pasitmoma. Only dpter photo we have of this seemed

so unsatisfactory that I didn't ineclude it - however, I ordered print for you
§X todansf

n-
‘1". S. I had just taken this out of typewriter when Mrs

Calder Black Widow, & asked Mrs. Mstcalf to have us send him a photo of ite
Shall Imﬁﬁ—éé’ltalog of exibition at Battersea Pk??? OR have a print of the attached

Metealf o » Buiden!s office
y ecalled., Before Mr. Burden left for the West Coast he read Trustee ninﬁes, man%iangng
) g
made for him? Best, (.-

Sincerely,

Betsy Jones, Executive Secretary
The Museum Collections

.'l William A. M. Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
New York 20, New York
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ce: My, Barr l/ . f‘//&
Mr. Koch Ex
Miss Miller

Dear Mr. Burden:

Since I wrote you on July 15 Richard Koch and Messrs.
Boland and Husted at Winthrop, Stimson, Putnam and Roberts have

congidered further the precise wording of the form for a letter
of promise. I enclose a copy of the form all three have new

agreed upon which you may substitute for the slightly differemt
letter sent you on July 15,

Sincerely,

Betsy Jones, Executive Secretary
The Museum Collections

My, William A. M. Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
New York 20, New York
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DRAFT OF FORM LETTER

The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York 19, New York
Gentlemens:
1 I hereby confirm my agreement to give to The Museum
of Modern Art, at or before my death, the following works of

arts

Should this gift not be completed during my lifetime,
it is understood that this agreement shall be binding on my
executors,'administrators, heirs and assigns; and that my
failure t; include such a specific bequest in my Will shall
not release my executors or administrators from delivering
these works of art to The Museum of Modern Art in accordance

herewith. | |
You have informed me that other friends of the Museum

havelindicatsd their intention of giving you works of art which
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1 |
they own. |As I belleve that definite commitments to make

such giftszor bequests will be of great value to the Museum,
I have agr;ed to give the above described worgs of art to
thF Museum on the understanding (i) that you will publicly
refer to them prior to delivery as gifts promised by me and,
after delivery, as donated by me; (ii) that you will do your
best to obtain similar commitments from others and may refer
to this agreement in inducing others to make such commitmentsj
and (iii) that this agreement shall Dbe governed by the laws of
the State of New York.

| 5 } . Very truly yours,

He;he}eby confirm that this letter correctly states
the]agreement between us.

THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

By,
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Var ce

Whena e 1. 1a

i = e Terd w-- 9
expropriated v 1 Rgyplian Lovern 1L WRd soud,

Dear Bikl:i95

To confirm our :onversation about. the Derain belonging Mynr
frisnd, s! den Boschs I don't think he would be wise o sell the
Derain’Hore.  Paris ‘aﬁf"* Would b betier If he. 'Ruolt
quickly 51' ,_D:‘ouo't. or some other re le P
hwuwdhﬂfi Wtﬂ’ tye IWOo PIATES « s,

what dealer Any suggestion a8 1o what sort of a price 'ds
I haven't foliowed Derain's market and think he should ask some-
one at the Beaux-Arts in Brussels for advice. ]
| Baow vou ATe W l‘rl'lpl!d with many things and I tosmd-
tate to bother vou. HowevdSiRo@red¥ycan turn this segusst
aver to someone on the stafl who could deal with 8 | waaid
roEch appréciate It as we have a long and pleasan! relstion-
ship with ti.n Belgian (]ovemti.\.!- k 'm‘rﬁ"':—. of valus o
the Museurn in tha future,

Sincerely

B

William A. M. Burdss

The Honorable William A, M. Burden
6” m m da H Bar I'n
New York 20, Ne. !’onf. -

ABirr
encl,

e I
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WILLIAM A . M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

& ] | Rl

June 7, 1963

Dear Alfred:

The permanent Undersecretary of the Belgian Foreign
Office (a most outstanding man who will probably be the next
Belgian Ambassador to the United States) is called Jean
van den Bosch. He is an old friend of Peggy's and mine.
When we were in Brussels last month he showed me a photo-
graph of a Derain which he had bought at the auction of the
collection of King Farouk and his predecessors which was
expropriated by the Egyptian Government and sold, I believe,
in 1953.

Mr. van den Bosch is anxious to sell the picture and
would like some advice as to whether it would be better to
sell it at auction in New York or London, or to consign it to
a dealer in one of these two places or in Paris, and if so to
what dealer. Any suggestion as to what sort of a price he
should put on it would also be helpful.

I know you are swamped with many things and I hesi
tate to bother you. However, if you can turn this request
over to someone on the staff who could deal with it I would
much appreciate it as we have a long and pleasant relation-
ship with the Belgian Government which may be of value to
the Museum in the future.

Sincerely,

B

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
Director, Museum Collections
The Museum of Modern Art

11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York

encl.

mp
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WILLIAM A.M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

June 11, 1963

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for your memorandum of
May 13th on the '"flatware'. I couldn't agree
more with any criticism you or others may make
to the Union News for the food and flatware and
I sincerely hope that we will be able to dissolve
this marriage while we are still young enough to
appreciate it.

Sincerely,

[EY7EN

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York
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WILLIAM A M BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.¥.

March 25, 1963

Dear Alfred:

Now that the Museum's Thirtieth Anniversary and Endowment
Campaign is completed, for the time being at least, with a total
raised after expenses of $25,262, 000, I hasten to write to thank you
for your generous gift and above all for the extraordinary leadership
which you gave to the Drive.

Although I was away for two of the three years of the Drive,
I am fully aware from direct knowledge and from friends of your
tremendous contribution.

Your belief in the mission of the Museum, your unique leader-
ship in the field, and your devotion and indefatigable pursuit of pos-
sible donors combined make you one of the very key people in this
highly successful effort. I am sure that you will get great satisfaction
in seeing the new Museum - which you helped create - grow around
you, and I look forward with the greatest pleasure to continuing to
work with you.

Again, with the warmest thanks for your generosity and help,

Sincerely,
(>

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
49 East 96th Street
New York, New York
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WIiLLIAM A M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

March 7, 1963

Dear Mr. Barr:

In the absence of Mr. Burden I wish to
acknowledge with thanks receipt of your letter
of March 5th.

This will be brought to Mr. Burden's
attention when he returns to New York around
the middle of March.

Si cerely

MJ//Z

{/,( 4!// ///{/« )

retary to Mr. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York

jm/mp
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WILLIAM A M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

March 21, 1963

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for your note of March 5th about
the price for the Bacon and your opinion of the Kandinsky.
I agree with you that I should sell the Bacon.

Sincerely,

[L§VN

William A, M, Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York
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Dear BA%)4 March 5, 1963
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Buddeny

of Joek Whitnay,
hompson, Jim Soby, Lowise imith, Nelson Rockefeoller, Elanchette
ani yourself, in addition to Dill Paley, David Rockefeller and
Spingold. mwmmumm.rmmm,
mwm.mmmmmuumur-u«m.mn
them retaining life interests.) sSimce then, Jim Soby has pledged his entire
eollsetion,

- ° "1 Bave bean over our correspondence and believe that you promised
the following works from your ecllsction, Tou remember that during the swsser
there was much Yiscussion as to the proper form to use. In the end,
received explicit a;proval from the Treasury Department in writing., I enclese
& lomg form and two shorter forms, ons used hy Josk, the other by Nelson.

Here's the list. For your sonveniense I divide the list aceerding to
the letters which you wrote me and which should be in your files

~y 1.. Your letter of August 6, 1958 in answer to my letter of
August L, 1958:

Pleasso: MIrrer 3al Cherriss.

2. Your letter of September 6, 1958 in reference to ay letter of
August 9, 1958,

ll‘pl Pto, .
Gorky: of a Seduger.
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The Nenerable Willism A. M. Burden March 5, 1963

3. Your letter of September k, 1958 in reply to my lstter of
*“mn' 1’58'

Pioassos §till Life with Hed Bull's Head.

xswmsmmumuunrmmw;uuu;
more formal way as Joek, Nelson, Jim 5oby &nd the others have dons.
mmmtnammuwtn:-m»mmmmumzm.

Had I any doubts sbout your intention I would feel embarrassed
uwthmthumhtutmlhmmdmbuIfnlmonuk

mummudqnumtxwm-nhwm.
Sw.

The NHonorable williem A, M. # rden
630 Fifth Avenus
New Tork 20, New Tork

s
3 ql:- :

Sk
N rrr hotwograpis =W
ecs Miss Miller BB <
Mr. Koch
Miss Dudley
Miss Jones = yellow
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William A. M. Burden

March 5, 1963

Mr. Barr:

Mr. Burden asked that we return
these photographs to you with thanks.

mp

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York
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WILLIAM A.M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

January 23, 1963

Dear Alfred:

It was indeed thoughtful of you to send photographs
of the piece by Froso.

We no longer need anything for our drive as we have
compromised on a very conventional bear by a Belgian
sculptor which seems to make everyone happy.

However, as I told you at the Museum, there is a .
possibility that Mrs. Gross might think the piece suitable‘ :

for her husband's memorial, and I am sending it to her
for her opinion. :

U
A\
N\

Sincerely,

B o

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York
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ce: Miss Miller
Miss Jones
gk
Jamary 18, 1963
Dear Bills
When in Athens last summer, I visited the talsnted
Greek sculptress, Froso (ngdlu Eftimiadi-Menegaki), I saw
‘there a semi-abstract bird'which I thought quite beautiful.
It occurred to me that it might be a solution to the animal
ar figure which you were looking for to place at the entrance
veway I rscall you had a meigh-
who shared the driveway with you and whose tastss ware
ve, Perhaps he would like the bird tee.. - =
- bigh. Froso, I think, . .
s l!"'. ot g _‘.e-’.:..an with
;gw bl o 4T
» Lo Pami [ﬁml will come v

The meeting will start at 5:30 promptly and will
be over in one haas 31“'1‘.1!':
Bincerely,
m !. m’ J’B—“

welded biomwe
e Williars A, M. Burden

530 Fires e i T e,
Hew r’rk m‘“!ﬂ af Modern Ar

; ! -\‘-l‘:nT ’ %v- ST "

mm New Yor Mew York
. III i~ 4 pad - - b i " -’
gt ‘\.' '
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WILLIAM A M BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

September 21, 1962

Dear Alfred:

As we discussed at the Steering Committee meet-
ing, I am having a few of the key Trustees of the Museum
for cocktails at my apartment at 5:30 p. m. on Monday,
October 8th, to discuss special names in connection with
the Museum's Financial Campaign. Only 20 people are
being invited, and I do hope very much that you will come.

The meeting will start at 5:30 promptly and will
be over in one hour.

Sincerely,
B

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York
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Page Two April 26, 192 4
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Dear John:

Peggy and I were delighted to see you, even if only at
a distance, at the Theater the other night, but unfortunately
you bad already left for Europe when I tried to reach you on

There is a rather important matter that I would like
to talk to you about as soon after you return as possible. I
underatand from your office that you will be back about April 24th.

~~ Would it be possible for you to save me haif an hour on
your way through New York? Ii that is not convenieat, I will
come up to Providence to see you." '

!dohapomaﬂhnoauhvﬁj"fwumhmu
and that you will give our best to our friends.

Sincerely,

Mr. John Nicholas Brown
Hotel Georide V o T
31 Avenue George V
Paris 8% France

ccs: Mr. John Nicholas Brown
Hotel Excelsior
Naples, Italy

Mr. John Nicholas Brown
50 South Main Street
Providence, Rhode Island
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WILLIAM AAM. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

March 27, 1962

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for your thoughtful note of March 20th,

I am glad that you felt the reception for the Consular

officers was a success, I look forward to getting together

with you and John Brown before long. In the meantime,

As ever,

P

Mr., Alfred H, Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
21 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York
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March 26, 1952
Dear Bill,

I am free during April except for the days from the
fourth through the eighth, However, because Arthur Sachs has
set a deadline of April 15 for the complation of the Paul J,
Sachs Gallery's fund, it might be a good idea to try to see
John Nicholas Brown esarly nsxt week or sven late this week, if
by any chance John should be leaving the country.

I think that you and I together might well persuade
him. I am senling you herewith thres copies of the Bulletin
on recent! drawing acquisitions which has just been published.
This Bulletin, I think, may help in intersstins John.

* Sincerely,

Mr. Williem A. M. Burden
630 Fifth ivenus
New York 20, New York

‘Hmk Alfrad H.

or, M
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WILLIAM AAM. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

April 30, 1962

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for your letter of April 18th. I will
have a look at Rosati and Engman. Finding a suitable
memorial for Bob seems to be quite a problem.

Sincerely,

™ B

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
Director, Museum Collections
The Museum of Modern Art

11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York
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April 18, 1962

Dear Bill:

I agree with you that some version of “rancusi's Bird

K mld indeed make a handsome memorial, especially for
a Pres t of Lockheed, but I am afraid thars i.a vary li.t.t.le chance
of sesuring such a sculpturs since Erancus his
time, did not tolerate ’gny replizas of m’ka m E;r
414 not see or rinish. Under these circtmstances I do ok -
it wourd Ee“t‘lth‘ﬁo have @ ‘copy made, sspscially as thers is'a
bitver lawsuit in Purls by whlch the Trenow goverument is “ttempting

to keep the heir o tha- Bm plm&ulth sl‘mtmmh
peathumons. vastes: ol doore e posgible to

bave A cO By

L Mmmht ‘ac H"ﬁ‘t‘% “'ﬁﬂaﬁi‘%

wﬁd .,'c.n %

gttt i. m‘ﬁgﬁt rosted in accepting a
comnlssion, I &lso think you night consider the excellent
young sculptor who teaches at Tale, hobert Engman, who has

recently had a brillant show at the Stable (33 Bast
T4 Street) which could furnish you with « (You
cmldwitotolﬂlsm.mrmnviuv One of his
pleces, incldently, 1s repooduced mg’%wﬁ Bulletin
ot Tathting and Seblpture Aoquisitions

Sincerely,

Mz, Alfred H, Barr, Jr,
The Museym of Modern Art

2] West 53rd Street
New York 19, New ‘{u'kuﬂ'edﬂ Barr, Jr.

My, William A, M. Burden
630 Fifth Avenus
New York 20, New York

AHB:ric
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WILLIAM A.M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

April 12, 1962

Dear Alfred:

You will remember my discussing with you in the past the
possibility of having a replica of Brancusi's "Bird in Flight"
made as a monument for the grave of Robert Gross (President
of Lockheed,) I think you told me at the time that none of the
originals of the "Bird in Flight" were done in a material which
would survive out of doors -- but might it not be possible to
have a copy made, and if so, who could do it and what material
would you suggest? Mrs. Gross has just written me about this
and I would be very interested to get your opinion.

Sincerely,
R

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H, Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
21 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York
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WILLIAM AAM. BURDERN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

October 17, 1961

Dear Alfred:

You remember my talking to you about the question of what
modern sculptor would be best to do a monument for Robert Gross,
the President of Lockheed who died recently. You suggested Noguchi,
and I went to see an exhibition of his latest works at a small gallery
next to the Parke-Bernet Building.

Frankly, his works did not impress me very much. They were
meostly tall, thin metal affairs that just didn't seem to me very im-
pressive for this purpose.

I also got some photographs from the Stable Gallery of Noguchi's
somewhat earlier pieces in Greek marble which I sent to Gross'
daughter, Palmer Ducommun. She did not seem to like these either,
and I am enclosing a copy of a letter from her which I think you will
find interesting, as it indicates the type of thing that she had in mind.
Perhaps her note may give you some ideas as to what other sculptors
you think would be good.

Lippold certainly would be able to interpret the spirit that she
suggests very effectively, but so far as I know all his recent work
has been in wire in tension and I don't know whether he could do any-
thing that would be suitable for permanent use outdoors.

The big outdoor things that he has done (such as his early work
at the Harvard Law School) did not seem to, e very successful.

Sincerely,
PNV

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
Director, Museum Collections
The Museum of Modern Art

11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York
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Dear Bill:

Returning home, I found the photographs of Noguchi's
latest work which you were so kind to send. It looks fairly in-
teresting; however, Iagree with you that it doesn't embody either
in concept or form the idea which you and I had in mind for the
monument. There seems to be no real sense of inspiration or
intrinsic beauty, and no "forward thrust' which I think we want.
Mr. Noguchi appears to be temporarily earth-bound, and his ""birds"
somewhat more cumbersome than the C-130! Let's keep trying.

Hope you thought the meeting in Atlanta went well. Charlie
said you contributed very materially to the sessions. Our love ta
you and Peggy.

As ever,

P.S. Just found your note. It had gotten stuck in the envelope.

Will return the photos. Thank you again.
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cc: D, Miller
27 March 1961

Dear Mrs. Metealf:

is yov asked, I am returning to you the
Kodachrome reproduction of the Tnsor painting belonging to
Mr, Paul Haesaerts. It was returned to us recently by the
last collector to whom Mr, Barr had sent it, and he has no
one else in mind to whcm to offer it.

Sincerely, _
Marie Alexander

Mrs, Gharles Metcalf o

Office of William A, M. Burden

630 Fifth Avenue

New York 20, New York ) ks
=
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2 RUE ZINMNER
BRUSSELS 1.

February 21, 1961

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for your letter of February 14th about the
Rothko for Hugo Gauthier. I have just received a letter from
him saying he is waiting to hear from you about the Rothko.
Of course I have no means of knowing whether he will be
willing to pay the price asked.

I think all future correspondence should be between you
and him or between him and the gallery.

All the best,

Sincerely,

R

William A. M. Burden

Mr, Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York 19, New York
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Ths st Lt iy JandE does’fiot Rave ' co16F trandparency but
oL APpend & skefch glying some ides of the goler in, the pigfurgy
are seriously interested in the painting,

Wrm&b%&'yﬁ;m him? His cable address is JANISGAL
Yﬂo

Mr. Burden has told me of your beautiful collection
in Rome, I hope I may have the pleasure of seaing it scmetime,

With kindest regards, I am
Sincerdly,

Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
Director of the Museum Collections

The Honorable Hugo Jauthier
Fmbascy of Braszil

Palazszo Doria

Rome, Italy

AHBima
eopy to the Honmorable William A. M, Burden
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"Tuss oudt “Mp; Janié does’not have & e616F transparency but
IWII&MH aivingmld“o*'th-cplorig t’!?',mm

" © 4 are seriously interested in the painting,
‘May I'fuggest thit'y&b%e him? His cable address is JANISGAL
New York.

Mr. Burden has told me of your beautiful collection
in Rome. I hope I may have the pleasure of seeing it sometime,

With kindest regards, I am
Sincerdly,

Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
Director of the Museum Collections

The Honmorable Hugo Jauthier
Pmbassy of Brasil

Palaszo Doria

Rome, Italy

AHBima
gopy to the Honorable William A, M, Burden

- * A-T?rw——Am —— '."‘_ ?LJY ¥ b h.‘I_L“.‘*.

- RN » TN

14l L\ ) " LI .1‘ :A r' )
LSRR X i gy e



FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION,

Collection: Series.Folder:
AHB TI.A Yéeé

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

ET0 M Bl WM

=

2 The Museum of Medern Art,
11 West 53rd Street, o
New York 19, New York, »

:':'. ‘HS A

PARAVION
VIAAIR MAIL

Iﬁ.uxﬁ.; to reserve the rainting for a‘nt.
UunE St LS S g JandB does' not have & color trénsparency but
ol pppem a ﬂmh giving  Bgme. 1.dp of t.ha oplor 1n }he plqm,

Ir are seriously mm in the palnting,
‘may I Sugzest that yéuy::blo him? His cable address is JANISGAL
New York.

Mr. Purden has told me of your beautiful collection
in Rome., I hope I may have the pleasure of seeing it scmetime,

With kindest regards, I am
Sincerdly,

Alfred K. Barr, Jr.
Mrector of the Museum Collections

The lonorable Hugo Jauthier
Pmbassy of Brazil

Palasso Doria

Rome, Italy

AHBima
gopy to the Honorable William A. M, Burden
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Special Dellvery

n

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

Our mutusl friend, Ambassador Burden, has
wWritten thet you are eager o secure a good painting, ) Boﬂ;? ko .
off'm -r:ga Bize. This 18 not at a1l easy to find at 'ﬂ:engrﬁch s
time since there is only one on the market, Howgver a nting
“turned back to Mothko's dealsr, Sidney Janis, in an exc e mﬂ'
_involyed ancther picture, just yesterday when I happ "w"gﬁj:
td"tha"g;%lery"m response to Mr, Burden's request. m
i % 56 inches, which is slightly er than what you
“MM! &t .1t is an excellen t@mﬁﬁ:ﬁ;wﬂd‘-ﬂﬁm. which I think
wae perhaps Rothko's most attractive period. The asking price is
$8,000. Since Mr, Janis tells me there are nine other collectors

in line he may not be villing to reduce tils prige. He is, bowever,
T 1ling to ;;re-‘t?m'm ting ﬁ,‘aym Priges (50 $%aed »
"fats cut® into TUE g Jm 'i'u" -‘ﬂﬂt ﬁvol'_‘a‘ 1U8§I-£ ) I 'i"l'\ b
Periibe ot SEUE" GATin oree tdee ofthe elon R Mg PR

Ir are seriously interested in the

‘fiay I"Bugnest thet vou eable him? His cable address is JANISGAL
Wew York,

Mr. Burden has told me of your beautiful collection
in Rome, I hope I may have the pleasure of sesing it sometime,

With kindest regards, I am
Sincerdy,

Alfred li. Barr, Jr.
Director of the Museum

The Honorable Hugo Uauthier
Pmbassy of Brasil

Palasso Doria

Rome, Italy

AHBrma
eopy to the Honorable William A. M. Burden
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

ce: Mr, Selz Date 1l February 19561

To: AHB Re: Rothko

From: ¥A

I spoke to Mrs, Janis about the Rothko painting he reported to be for
sale. Sidney Janis is out today but she expects to speak to him by
phone later this afterncon and will ask for a gquotation of price

and if it might be possible to reserve the painting.

It is a picture of about 1959 "very beautiful", Two red panels
"fuzz out" into orange. It's 78 1/2 x 70 (well over L x 5t),
Perhaps you or Mr, Selz will recall seeing the painting, It can
be viewed in the gallery,
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New York 20

Mrs. Metcalf, office W.A.M, Burden

D. Miller

i}

_m.._ 2%

ue:?otorSels/

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

2
=]
G
3
=]
&
&
o
e
S
=
>
=
]
0
W
o
&
=1
a
3
2
[
-
e




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:
The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY AHB T.A 466

i

to reserve it for one week. A color transparency is in the
possession of the gallery. Under the circumstances, I think

- Peter or I should make a superhuman effort to see the painting
tomorrow, and if we feel it a good one, we could send the
transparency off directly to Ambassador Gauthier in Rome by

- express mail, together with details, I shall Zend you a copy
of anything we write and let you kmow the results.

ity Vosy Rollx
irene (ax reel
maiergtand there
we Wy bé able

- : al . - o lelwar 3 L= F'Y

T s el
shoat tha ¥,0.8, a0z . . { T
wit PrRrp—. DY w 5 : - .
ie Nee WA o I'_'I ‘ ; . Fe B! o
heaght ool b L g i Lmstan  a
et eur frians, SUF. - : s ’ s LS ki
e Iosgare Ly 8% " . . . . ik e
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ec: H‘!‘B. Hetcalf
Mr, Selz, —

10 February 1961

Dear Bill:

I think Mrs. Metcalf is wiring you in reference to the color
transparency of the Ensor w'ich arrived without any data on size, date,
price or history, In other words, we haven't received your letter of
January 23rd,

The picture loocks quite interesting.

As to the Rothko for Huge Gauthier, we shall write him as soon
as we can get an answer from Rothko and Janis, his dealer, The trouble
is that Rothko plans not to sell any pictures during the rest of 1961 for
income tax reasons. He has been quite stubborn about this, and T
understand there is a coneiderable waiting list, However, I hope that
we may be able to make an exception for the Ambagsador,

May I say that I was delighted by your letter in the Tribune
about the F,D,R, monument in Washington, This design has been greeted
with the usual roars of anger on the part of everyone who wants monuments
in the Capitol to be designed in the spirit of the I
thought your reasoning admirable, And I think you may be amsed to know
that your friend, Mrs, Gerard Smith, who was my hosteds in Washington for
the Inauguration, declared before a group of rather surprised Republican
friends that she thought the design was excellent and should be used.

Confidential = May I add my thanks, too, for your very generous agreement to
wonderful Picasso, Two Acrobats with a to the Citi-ens!
Committee for Children benefif, Your Tending, entally, may be a

very rezl help to the Museum as well as the Citigens' Committee,

We miss you and Peggy very much. Please give her my very
affectionate best,

Sincerely,

Alfred H, Barr, Jr,

The Honorable William A, M. Burden
BEmbassy of the United States

2 Rue Zinner

Brussals 1, Belgium

AHBima
copy: Mrs, Metcalf
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MEMORANDUM

To: i A < s

From: ALFRED H. BARR, JR

Date:

Subject:
Dear Alfred:

When in R
Brazilian Ambas
extensive collec!
was anxious to g
feet). He would
to what museumi

I think this
because it would
his work into the
not see a single

Gauthier h
Brazilian Embas
Doria Palace on
the installation i

they look much better in the new hanging..

2 RUE ZINNER
BRUSSELS 1.

ary 1, 1961

staying with the
ow, has quite an
he told me he
not over 4 x 5

“ count equivalent

-—0

yr Rothko to make
| to introduce
n Rome we did

5 hung in the
is the great
ood article on
nths ago, but

If you have any suggestions you can write Hugo Gauthier
direct, with photographs, or if for any reason you would prefer to
have it come through me, have Rothko or the dealer write me and

I will pass it on.
Looking forward to seeing you soon,

As ever,

(R 1=

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr,
Museum of Modern Art
11 West bH3rd Street
New York 19, New York

P.S

Have you any answer on the Ensor I wrote you about

on J’ anuary 23rd? 1 should let Paul Haesaerts know fairly promptly.
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2 RUE ZINNER
BRUSSELS 1.

February 1, 1861

Dear Alfred:

When in Rome last weekend, where we were staying with the
Brazilian Ambassador, Hugo Gauthier (who, you know, has quite an
extensive collection of twentieth century pictures), he told me he
was anxious to get a good Rothko of moderate size (not over 4 x 5
feet). He would like, if possible, to get it at g discount equivalent
to what museums would receive. i & Ot

I think this would be a very interesting sale for Rothko to make
because it would be an excellent opportunity for him to introduce
his work into the Ttalian market. During our visit in Rome we did
not see a single Rothko in Ttalian collections.

Gauthier has all his twentieth century pictures hung in the
Brazilian Embassy Residence which, as you know, is the great
Doria Palace on the Piazza Navona. There was a good article on
the installation in an issue of L'Oeil about three months ago, but
they look much better in the new hanging.

If you have any suggestions you can write Hugo Gauthier
di_rect} with photographs, or if for any reason you would prefer to
have it come through me, have Rothko or the dealer write me and
I will pass it on.

Looking forward to seeing you soon,

As ever,

08 &~

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr,
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York 19, New York

P.S: Have you any answer on the Ensor 1 wrote you about
on January 23rd? I should let Paul Haesaerts know fairly promptly.
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EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BRUSSELS

January 25, 1960

Dear, Alfred: :
Many thanks for your tHoughtful notae of .T anua.ry

18, including your letter to Conger Goodyear about the

Legion d'Honneur ceremony, and the ver‘y fine quotaﬁon -_

from Henri Verne's letter. e »

-

B wndioin

T will get a copy of the " 100 I ahre Belgtsc‘hé Knnst"

show catalogue and already have received a copy of the -
"Higteire.de.la Peinture Moderne en Flamire" ‘Ey Paul
Héasa:erts . s n l-é_j_’” :

\inen,

W

'Sincerél"y' ybu‘rs o

William A. M. Burden' |, .

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.,
The Museum of Modern Art,
11 West 53rd Street, :
New York 19, New York.

¥
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Cohfidential

Dear Mrs. Tinsley:

I am sorry to be so late in replying to your
and Letters,

enquiry about the International Institute of Arts

but I have been on jury duty for over a month now.

We have made enquiries and I would not -
recommend that Mr. Burden join the organization as a Life Fellow,
A letter has been read to us from the German Consulate to the,
National Institute of Arts and Letters in New York (an old and
reputable American institution)., In effect the letter says that
the International Insitute of Arts and Letters was formed in 1951
o the initiative of a Swiss organization with the cooperation of
‘the town of Lindau. Recently the German government investigated
the activities of the group, and as a result of their findings
the town of Lindau has withdrawn the patronage it extended the
group in the form of the free use of civic buildings, ete. It
was felt that the organisation had not lived up to the aims .
outlined in its charter.

The Natiocnal Institute of Arts and Letters has
received a number of enquiries about this, so that they feel the
invitations were extended on a fairly liberal scale, It is their
opinion that support should not be lent in the form of a distinguished
name, at this time,

Sincerely,

Alfred H, Barr, Jr,

Mrs, Carolyn Tinsley
Secretary to the Ambassador
Embassy of the United States
2 rue Zinner

Brussels 1, Belgium

AHB:ma
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date April 25, 1960

Alfred Barr Re: International Institute of Arts

Marie Alexander and Letters

I phoned the National Institute of Arts and Letters about the above
organization, They reported that they have had many calls from people
who have been invited to jJoin, I was read a letter of the past year
to them from the Assistant Consul of Germany which stated that the
organization had been formed in 1951 by the Swiss organization,

the Benjamin Franklin ?Foundation together with the town of Lindaug
hut that inasmach as it had not fulfilled the aims for which it was
founded in the furtherance of the arts, the town of Lindau has now
withdrawn the use of civic bulldings and its patronage of the group,

The woman at the National Institute of Arts and Letters believes it
to be a fund-raising gambit of very questionable character.

Should Mr. Burden wish a photostat of the letter she read me, I believe
his office could simply call and ask to have one made at his expense,
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2 RUE ZINMNER
BRUSSELS 1.

April 5, 1960

Dear Mr. Barr:

Ambassador Burden has asked me to write to you and
send you the enclosed letter which he has received from
the International Institute of Arts and Letters. He would
appreciate your advice as to whether this is a reputable
organization and one which it would be proper for him to
join as a Life Fellow.

Would you please return this letter to us with your
reply. It has not yet been answered because it arrived
during the Ambassador’'s absence in the Congo.

Sincerely yours,

GM bl,) UTK.LLSIZLT

Mrs. Carolyn Tinsley
Secretary to the Ambassador

Mr. Alfred H. Barr
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York 18, New York
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EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BRUSSELS

November 17, 1959

Dear Alfred:

I am extremely anxious to get a very large picture for

the Embassy, something between eléven and sixteen feet long

and also quite deep.

I understand that some of the latest pictures of Grace
Hartigan are excellent and I am also rather interested in the
Clifford still which was reproduced in a recent issue of
Time., It mentioned that it was something around nine feet
deep, but it did not give the length.

Would it be too much trouble for either you or Dorothy i
Miller to have a look at the recent Hartigans and let me
know whether you think there is anything worth buying - and
also how they compare with the still.

With kindest regards,

Sincerely,

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred Barr
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York, New York

+ 0 L.nA ,k\ﬁ\.. 35\?")‘7—3‘“&

}ZL_,'&L"C.A.. ﬂ_.:t .I»L'n Pl‘xo A

(s § oy,

[ P B a'ﬂ-"‘-* Crdh
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EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BRUSSELS

November 19, 1959

Dear Alfred:

As you know, the apartment is completely denuded
of pictures as a result of having sent everything over here.
As we are not asking the Museum to lend us any pictures
for the Embassy, do you think it might be possible for us
to borrow a few for the two weeks we will be home at
Christmas time so that the apartment can look relatively
decent while we are there, and especially for our New
Year!s Party on January 1lst, which we are all looking
forward to, and at which we are very much looking forward
to seeing all of you.

Sincerely yours,

R
William A. M, Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.,
The Museum of Modern Art,
11 West b3rd Street,
New York 19, New York.
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18 January 1960

Dear Bill:

I haven't been able to send you the notes on my talk at that
Legion d'Honneur ceremony, Actually I have no manuseript, so I am
gending you a copy of approximately what I said, prepared for Gongir
Goodyear a couple of days after the affair,

Because I think the Verne letter is so good I am hlving 11'.
typed out complete in case you should be able to use it.

Miss Alexander has delivered to your office a copy of the

Novunber ARTS Mazazine with the article by Annette Michelson on Malraux

and the Paris Biennale, You should liave received it in good time before
leaving the country.
; Just recently I have received a copy of the catalogue,
100 Jahre Belgische Kunst, 18601960 shown at the Haus der Kunst,
Munich, 1L November % 20 December, 1959, I think this snow is very
well sdlectod, though it omits some of the younger men of utorilt.
T am sure a phone call to M, Langui would get a copy of this.

- I would also recommend thatyouaacureloopyofmm
de 1z Peinture Moderne en Flandre by Paul Haesaerts. This is
.a large and handsome book with lots of color plates and it's lppu:uﬂy
published by Les Editions de L'Arcade ‘for La Banque de Paris et des
Pays-Bas, I am not sure that it's in commerce, but again I think you
would have no trouble in getting a copye

Sincerely,

Alfred fl. Barr, Jre

The Honorable William A. M, Burden
Bmbassy of the United States
Brussels, Belgium

P, 8. I agree with Sheldon Keck about the Brancusi, I think Sheldon
would have told you if he knew of anyone in Purope whom he would recommend,
I myself don't know anyone as experienced and skillful as Termbach right

here in New York, I am sorry it happened.

o - -
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Dear Leslie,

Thank you for the portrait
of the man slapping the mosquito in front
of the highly romantic view, I liked it
very much and appreciate your troubling to
send 1t.

Sincerely,

P. S, How did you happen to have a card
of Vasnetsov's illustration to the Marshack

story? It's strange, for I was Jﬁ'lt speaking

to & friend who was his namesake a few days

ago.
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15 Aws met

T Septlellber 1959

Dear M, Van Lerberghe:

ar SMll,

Mr, Alf!'od H. Barr, Jr, has Imggeltecl

that I write you to tell ynu that Hr. '-ﬂ.llim xl. H. Burden,

ronm:be

all certalnl
newly appo ﬁnted Nbassador from the Umtad' States to B 1gi
et Yo
131 very mueh 'l.ntereated in art, Hr. Barr thinks that Mr.
Burden would greatly appreciate hawing a’sef‘, of the

Monographies de 1'Art Belge for the Embassy, if you feel this

would be possible,

Very sincerely yours,

M. Willies A, K, Burden
630 Fifth Avenus

 { 20, Kee Tork
PR 00 v Secretary to Mr. Barr

AHB jma
M, J. van Lerberghe
Ministdre de 1'Instruction Publique
155, rue de la Loi
Brussels, Belgium
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Dear Bill,

""'So far I haven't heard anything about Paul
Rosenberg's private collection, If I do, I shall certainly
let you know,’

Sincerely,

Mr, William A. M. Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
New York 20, New York

AHB :ma
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WILLIAM A.M. BURDEN
830 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

August 5, 1959

Dear Alfred:

When you return from Russia I would
much appreciate your letting me know if you hear any
rumors as to what is to be done with Paul Rosenberg's
private collection. Will it be sold at an auction or has
it been left to some Museum or what?

I hope to see you in Maine.

As ever,

o

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
21 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York
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WILLIAM AL M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

December 5, 1958

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for taking the trouble to read
the Columbia Art Plan.

There do not seem to be any serious
people behind the plan, and therefore, it is likely to
end up as a pipe dream.

I will talk to you about it in the next week

All the best.
Sincerely,
B~

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

Collection:

Series.Folder:

AHB

I . A.Hé6

Delr Billl

».1 thowgin

,Ihudueuttotmwbdweﬂﬂanuworm

lrtieh wﬂ:leh I m for the Shtl lmtﬂ‘-
h l. m.ﬂ h Pﬁlltﬂ

sl Wl

Wﬂb td hhri‘hnz ﬂu lﬂmtml

huothnmtamit.

~and

W sl

the msss.n. m Ian

etisial

MHW
” o prelulice
It'a one of rmu- lrt.:l.em on the

Museum and ite work »tmtamd-inhprﬂam”
material will probably be omitted.

. Willias A, B, Purden
630 Fifth Avearm
Hew Tork 20, New York

AME ries

Mr, ¥lliam A, M, Burden
630 Fifth Avenue

‘New York 20, New York

AHBima

/- Sincerely,. r.
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25 November 1958

Dear Bill:

I read through the "Mew Plan for the Arts at
Columbia University". This seems to me a clear, well thought .
out plan, though extremely ambitious, Jd b el

My chief criticism im that I cannot gather )
from this pamphlet who is in back of this idea and who would
be in charge of its development, In short, ﬂltﬂl!lm
names except those of people who have sent in testimonial

The first of these is fieorge Biddle, for whom
frankly I have nothing but contempt. This tends to prejudice
me,

%

Sinocerely, o e 05‘:
Alfred H. Barry Jre

New York 20, New York
AHE:ma
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WAMB-Gorky: « 1945. insured 1951 $2700
(MOMA _Agony. ins. ¥4,500, raised from §1800 in 1955)

WAMB-Leger: Les odalisques. 1920. iusured 1951 $3,500 § /% <77
(MOMA The City, Study. ins. $10,000, raised from $4500 in 1955
" PBig Jylia. ins. §7,500, raised from $4000 in 1952)

WAMB-Merin: Deer Isle, Boats and Pertaining Thereto. 1927. ins.1951 ¥2250 § 4020
(MOMA Cemden Mt. Across the Bay. ins. $3500, reised from $2000 in 1955
® Lower Manhattan. ins. $6000, raised from $3500 in 1955)

WAMB-Matisse: Pont St. Michel. $s.nsm:-ecl $8,000 '.?3 gg: coss
MOMA . ins. $30,000, reised from §17,000 in
: " ms. $20,000, reised from $8,000 in 1955)

AMB-Seurat: Le Chenal de Grevelines. 1890. insured 1948 $40,000 § /¢%v7° |
: (E‘:‘W. ins. $60,000, niw’i from $40,000, 1954)

WAMB-Tomlin: Number 10. 1949. insured 1950 $400 & .
(mxm. ins. $3,000, raised from §1300 in 1955)

that meny of the museun's paintings aren't similar enough
Lmls to be much help — his Tomlin is about a quarter the size
of that in the collection — but then.... I also know that you're
familiar enough with both groups to tell me what I should do.

Olive Bragezzi
57 Central Avenue
White Plains, New York
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Dear Peggy:
A few notes on your dinner guests for October 6ths

LeRay W, Berdeau = Donor (fractional) of the Brancusi
Cock, The late Mrs. Berdeau was bafore her marriage
mmnnm. Audrey Chadwick of Chicage and Palm..
Beach, for years chalrman of owr membership mtm
in Palm Beach, Mr, Berdeau has been a friend of the
Museum for some time. He is chiefhy interested in

Goodwin - is the elder surviving brother of Philip
Goodwin end one of the three donors of the works of
art from Philip Goodwin's collectica, . few hours
ago the lawyer for the estate phoned to that we
should change the title of this part of our
exhibition from the L.Gooduin to
The L. Goodwin Bill
ce Nr, ﬂoo&uinﬁnhlpncﬂ.)

m.mmmmn.mr--mﬂtwi'um

wonderful Vuillard mural, The . a lawyer

“dn ‘the '&oﬁ‘n and television Tleld with very genuine
Anterests in education., He has an excellent and really
interesting collection which includes many primitive
objects as well as recent painting -- Impressionists,
Bonnard, Picasso, eteo and alsc many young artiste
though no Americans, MNm.Jaffe is a sister of Mrs, Ira
Haupt and Mrs, Joseph Hazen, and I think both charming
and pretty.

Mr, and Mrs, Herbert M, Rothaschild have promised to give us the
famous Booccioni Laugh, He is president of the John Stuart
Furniture Company, Iou may remember the advertisements

in the New Yorker:
wpicture Awithi ‘dbh Stuart Fumiture®

Iuhﬂluhomwrymchpemmu They are modest

and highly cultivated
Mrs, louise R, Smith - H;n. Smith has lent (vith a promise to

t pictures by Matisse and Picasso and the
:ri::zﬂn:og:nhw t of Paris. Like Jim Soby she intends
to wvill her mﬂ% collection to the Museum unless she
hae previously given it. She comes from Texas and has been

living in New York for several yeare,
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30 “eptember 1958

Mrs, YNate B. Spingold - Mrs, Spingold ad her husband, who
died last spring, gaveethe Museum (retaining a life
interest) an important fouault and a Vuillard in the
show, In addition Mrs, Spingold is lending the superb
Vuillard reproduced on the eover of our Vuillard
eatalogue which she is promising to give. Her late
husband was a lawyer, She herself was a brillimt
business woman, I believe the owmer of Hattie Carmegie
before she retired, Since then, she haswon & .
reputation for her mastery of the stock market. All in
all, a remarkeble woman,

Dave Thompson of Pittsburgh I think you know, fHe has given
" (fractional) the very important Picasso %‘WW.
He hes, I think, by far the nost valuable sting
collection of mocern art between here and Chicago.
He is very well inclined towards the Huseum,

Sinecerely,

Mrs. William A, M, Burden
820 Fifth Avenuve
Now York, New York

AHBima
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
NEW YORK 19 . 11 WEST 53rd STREET

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5-8900
CABLES: MODERNART, NEW YORK

June 9, 1958

Dear Member:

On May 1st I sent you a report on the recent fire in
the Museum and the immediate steps which were taken to enable
our members and the public to see the two important loan ex-
hibitions, Seurat and Juan Gris, which were on view at the
time of the fire. The first floor galleries were redesigned
and opened for a month with the express understanding that no
other construction work would take place while these two loan
exhibitions were being shown.

Now the Board of Trustees has received from the ar-
chitects their plans on what further steps are necessary to
insure the maximum safety for the public and the works of art.
Although mo basic structural changes are envisaged a good deal
of work must be done to improve the building such as the in-
stallation of fireprcof, flexible partitions in the galleries.
The second floor, which houses selections from the Museum
Collections, will be redesigned, and on the northeast corner
of the building a separate six story major circulation stair-
way will be added, The work on the air-conditioning system
throughout the entire Museum will also be completed.

At the same time as these changes are being made, the
facilities of the Library and Print Room on the fourth floor
and the Art Lending Service on the sixth floor will be enlarged
so that they will be better suited to serve the increasing demand.
An important new addition will be a well equipped conservation
laboratory where paintings can be re-lined, stretched or cleaned.
Some of the various departmental offices will move into the ad-
jacent Theatre Guild building which was acquired by the Museum
in 1956 to alleviate somewhat the overcrowded working conditions

TRUSTEES: Mehon A. Rockefeller, Chairman of the Board; Henry Allen Moe, Vice-Chairman; Willlom A. M. a“'.d"' Peesident; Mrs. David M. Levy, Vice-President;
Alired M. Barr, Jr., Mrs. Robert Woods Bliss, Stephen C. Clark, Ralph F. Colin, *Mre. W. Murray Crane, Rene d’Harmoncourt, M. Edsel B. Ford, A. Conger Good-
yoar, *Mrs. Siman Guggenhelm, Wallace K. Harrison, Mrs. Waltar Hechschild, *James W, Husted, Philip C. Johnson, Mru, Albert D, Lasker, Mrs, Henry R. Luce,
Ranald H. Mocdonald, Mri. Samuel A, Marx, Porter A McCray, Mrs. G. Moceulloch Miller, ‘Williom S. Paley, Mrs, Bli:l Parkinson, Mrs. Charles 5. Payson, *Duncan
Phillips, Pavid Rockefellar, Mre. John D. Rockefeller ard, *Beardsley Ruml, *Paul J. Sachy, Jomes Thrall Soby, *Edward M. M. Warburg, Monroa Wheeler,

John Hay Whitney.

*HONORARY TRUSTEE
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of our staff. It will require between three and four months to
carry out these plans.

Because of the extensive nature of the repairs to the
building, it is felt to be both safer and more expedient to
close the entire Museum, except for the staff offices, during
the summer months, Thus with work able to procede without in-
terruption we can be sure of a complete reopening sometime in
late September or early October. Although the exact date can-
not be determined now, you will be sent an invitation to the
Members' Preview as soon as this is decided. A retrospective
show of the sculpture of Jean Arp on the third floor, and a
completely new installation of the Museum Collections on the
second floor has been planned, The film program, People's Art
Center, Members' Penthouse, Art Lending Service, enlarged ILibrary
and Print Room will also resume their usual activities. There
will be some delay in the publications schedule but all members
will receive their full quota of books as soon as possible.

The safety measures and additional improvements have
largely been made possible by the great generosity of the Museum's
many members and friends, We have been extremely touched by the
gratifying response to the Emergency Committee's appeal and have
to date raised $125,000 of the $250,000 necessary to complete the
reconstruction of the building according to present estimates.

As you well realize the Museum is very dependent on its income
from membership to help carry the financial burden during this
critical time, To compensate, however, for any inconvenience,
the Membership Department will be glad to extend your membership
an extra four months if you wish it. All that is necessary is to
notify the department in writing before August lst and you will
be sent an "extension pass" when your membership expires.

We ask for your continued understanding and hope you will
not be too disappointed by the curtailment of our program during
the summer months. We will all be very happy when the recon-
struction work is finished and the Museum resumes its normal
schedule and our membership can once again enjoy the full benefits
of our reactivated program.

Sincerely yours,

William A. M. Burden
President
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... -Dear Miss Ferguson:
©1 " Yenice Bienmale for Mr. Burden. It hay'bé th'he had
wished the works shipped “ath&nﬂ:mr"m ﬂwwgﬂr "o
77 “nin,” If 6, Vontt you phens David Vanss-in cur Registrarts
office and give him the necessary details,

Sincerely,
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
Date —1g-revruary-19586——

Re:  yr, Purdem —

Dear Bill,

Attached is a letter from Mr. Burden requesting
for a print or painting which he could give as a present to Mme
Bittencourt == :I.nupauiva.

%ﬂdmlﬁmahmmmm“wb
mutolpmthnnghtsmethapm :
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. gder DyMiller

MQ&H.

mncctim!%u”“ sh to :ﬁi 1?1 C. B mt%u&%:
mw “‘*”ﬁtﬁ'ﬁﬁ%m
mmm WWWWWW

Mading it with real Antssest. Sincerely,

Sinoegwl s
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cey D, Miller

Desr Bills
Immuvmzmm«nmumm

m-nm-owm'mdmméﬂiw_
m. b0 ‘doss indeed make me ‘think of that melancholy Levitan

lwotthemds.drlbnud. Ilnlaold.ngromﬂto

houg rasl you tn v

mmis mmrm- Mo i 2 nilan. Dt

YRy guch a common sabject of !?:.'r 19th Cen-

tary Rus :.:1 ;_-:s.-:n"-'-._-‘- lh.n we lo HRL.w )

¥r, ¥i1liam A, M, Pardm =
630 Fifth Avenue R4
New York 20, New York

William A, M,

AHBsma
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WILLIAM A.M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

February 13, 1958

Dear Alfred:

I have just finished George Kennan's book on
Siberia and the Exile System and I am having a copy
sent to you. If you have already ordered a copy of
this book for yourself, please pass it on to someone
else.

I thought the book would interest you in view
of the fact of the return of the Siberian exilesy~ Their
voyages are such a common subject of the 19th Cen-
tury Russian paintings that we looked at.

All the best,
Sincerely,

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York

jm
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Bun L

September 16, 1957

Dear Cyril:

Many thanks for your letter of September 9th.
I quite understand why the employees' recreation club
have decided that a work of art would not be a suitable
gift for Bob in connection with the company's 25th
anniversary. :

I assure you that we were delighted to do what
we could in this matter and I will tell Alfred Barr how
much you appreciate the trouble he took.

Do be sure to let me know when you are next
in New York as 1 am anxious to see you.

As ever,

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Cyril Chappellet
Lockheed Aircraft Corporation
P. O. Box 551

Burbank, California

jm
ce: Mr, Alfred H, Barr, Jr.
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LOCKHEED MRCRAFT CORPORATION

o] RBANK CALIFORNIA

September 9, 1957

Dear Bill:

Thank you very much for having sent me a photograph of
Rivera's new work which is to be exhibited at the World's Fair
in Brussels. Tt 1s obvious fram the photograph that it is a
beautiful piece of art. Would you, &lso, €Xpress to Mr. Alfred
Barr the next time you see him my appreciation for his having
sent to me pietures of Lippold's and Rivera's works several
weeks Ago.

I have had further discussions with the representatives
of our employees' recreation club who are charged with the respon-
sibility by their members of recamending a suitable gift for Bob
in connection with our company's 25th enniversary. They have Just
about come to the conclusion that works of art will not suit their
requirements as they had hoped because of the difficulty of properly
displaying art pieces in the office building which we occupy and
with things getting as tight as they now are in our business, I have
been unable to hold out any irmediate hope to them that a new office
building will be erected in the foreseesble future. I believe they
are going to recammend that a scholarship or award of same kind be
given in Bob's name through a college, presumably Harvard.

1 am sorry I have put you and your associates to so much
trouble gathering information for me to pase on to the employees
but at least it proved their interest in glving consideration to
modern art work as a suitable gift which in itself is a rather
encouraging indication of the increasingly broad acceptance which
modern art is receiving fram people in all walks of life.

Best regards to you and Peg.

Mr. Willism A. M. Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
New York 20, New York
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date__ September 5, 1957

To: Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr. Re:

From: William A. M, Burden

I did not think the Lippold "Constellation' very attractive and I
imagine he can do better now as this was done a long time ago,

I would like to talk to you about this when you get back.

W. A, M, B,

b6 P P g
William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N, Y.
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WILLIAM A.M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, M. Y.

July 11, 1957

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for your letter of June 11th about
Trafalgar Square which I found on my return from Europe.
It appears that it is not necessary to do anything at the
moment and, as I do not intend to lend the picture, there
is no need to mount it on a solid backing for the time being.

I hope you are having a grand summer,

As ever,

Bl

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N, Y.
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B n o
TE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date_ 1) cetober 1957 —

Miss O'Brien Re:

Marie Alexander

]Je&r- Miss O'Brien:

Inretbumingherthhthemnyorlr.
Ricau’s letter which I hm shown to Mr. Barr. Hr. Blrr inte
aqyatmtinhisopinionthormnlorthaghssmuldmtbo ;
4 . ’ vl Lo

‘Perhaps you will want to grant them the .
pu'd.meu with the mdmtanding t.hat.the phnt.ograph nusf. hthsg

< : whose work I
MWGM:
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Dear Bill: _

For your speech you might be lhle to use t.heu noble
lines of M. Henrdi Verne, Director of the National Museums of France
written in a letter to our Museum for use in our big fund-raising
effort of 1931s

"Art teaches us not to love, through false pride and
ignorance, exclusively thst which resembles us, It
" teacheas us rather to love, by a great effort of intelli-
gcmc md amihuity, t.hat vm.eh isdifferent rru- us,"
and most help
mmm :Lnthetnh tm WMMthmm
mg“ﬂg il be at least reasonably acceptable.

sy Pepast S g P v
the Museums ﬂo&ommmﬁ&'ﬂmnﬂ
“" insdequate that I was unable t6 get a satisfactory idea of
Brazilian art, Here are the names of a few artists whose work I

liked especiallys All the best,

Frans cberg ter.
?omnx;zjoom. ’prfnnhr. B &

e inte Aiveey I P iet (see Ptk

mﬂ.odac.mlhn puubar,putandnm.‘lm(mm.
visitdouarvdho*amtuvimu:vum. I know
he world love to have you,

ke er of the last quarter century in Brasil
T.r.. 'ﬁmqk mmﬁsmmmummmmum
ap 3 er soma success in Germany, He died very recently and I do not
e of his pletures are for sale.

e <, w Y

Sinocerely,

Mr, William A. M, Burden
520 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York
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WILLIAM A.M. BURDEN
830 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

January 20, 1958

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for your brilliant and most helpful
notes. I am using them as a base and I hope to be able to put
something together that will be at least reasonably acceptable.

I shall certainly give your best to Maria Martins
and look forward to seeing you when I get back.

All the best,
fs wi

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H, Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:
The M
useum of Modern Art Archives, NY AHB T.A 466

January 17, 1958

Commantl h‘om Mz, Mfrcd H. umn. A

' RE: Letter and ucluuu trom Mr. wtmam A. ‘M. Burden
; ‘dated January 15th.

One question - Are Dr. Berle's ideas valid?

While Dr. Berle's idea that scientific life is one life
and not divided by nationality seems to me fairly valid especially
since the death of Stalin, I do not think that his idea of cultural
life in this generalization is at all true. The cultural life of the
U.S.S.R. and the U,S.A, or of Japan and Norway are quite
radically different. I cannot agree with his statement that "there
is no difference when it comes to national culture'.

Although his statement in the middle of page 1 is vague
I think he ie inclined to consider culture as the ''greatest single
available hope ....". I think that it is important not to burden
the arts with social and political responsibility or even spiritual
responsibility in the sense that they might serve as a substitute
for ethical, moral and religious factors.

Later in his remarks he apparently contradicts his inter-
nationalism with more emphasis on nationalistic movement in the
arts.

This is not to say that there are not some good kernels of
thought in Dr. Berle's notes.

I would suggest basing your rhetoric on two main ideas.
One, that we are all citizens of our respective countries but also
citizens of the world; that while we cannot charge our artists with
too heavy a responsibility for repairing the political and economic
problems of the world, we can expect them not so much to make
us love one another or-)u to help us to understand one another

better.

In the light of this idea, the Museum of Modern Art in Rio
de Janeiro should be proud of its international scope and program
but should not lose si of its equal responsibilities to the art
and artiste of Brazil, Through the encouragement and support of
Brazilian artists, understanding and esteem for Brazil will be
increased both abroad and in Brazil itself. Culturally speaking,
faith in the artists of ones own country is one of the best and highest
means towards national self esteem,

(? 21 think it would be wise to make some reference to the
Sao Paulo Bienal)
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I think you might find some valuable paragraphs in
the ''Statement on Modern Art' which the Boston Institute,
the Whitney and ourselves published in 1950, Iam sending
you a copy directly to your apartment special delivery.
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WILLIAM A.M. BURDEN
830 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.T.

January 15, 1958

Dear Alfred:

I am enclosing a memorandum which gives Adolf
Berle's ideas as to what might be suitable to say in the
speech in Rio. As you know, he was Ambassador there,

In view of our conversation of yesterday, I would
be interested to know whether you think what he says is
valid and would go down reasonably well combined with
the ideas which you gave me.

Just give me a ring about it in the next day or so.
Sincerely,
2N
William A. M, Burden

I8

Mz, Alfred H., Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York

Enclosure
jm
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Telephone conversation - Mr, Burden, Dr, Berle
jm 1/13/58

Dr. Berle: Areyou off for Brazil ?

Mr. Burden: No, Not until the 21st.

Dr. Berle: Oh, wqu. you've time then,

Mr, Burden: What I was calling you about was I was wondering if you have any
' thoughts that I might be able to include in my speech down there as
to the desirability of artistic exchange. I seem to remember that
you had one or two good ideas that you mentioned at dinner the
other night. '

Well, I think you might as well tie into the international situation
a little bit, There are all kinds of disagreements going on but
there seems to be one agreement that is general all about and that
is that cultural and scientific life is one life and not divided by
nationality or even iron curtains,

Mr, Burden: Precisely, yes.

Dr. Berle: And that that which is not only the safest but the finest expression
of life probably at the moment offers the greatest single available
hope for some kind of solution of a world which seems anxious to
commit suicide otherwise. I think if you bear heavily on that you
will find that it is great.

1 think one other thing you can say is that there are all kinds of
differences in national economics and other things but there is
no difference when it comes to national culture.

Mr. Burden: Right.

Dr. Berle: There the extremities of our differences are also the extremities
of our richness. The reason why is that there is a strong and powerful
nationaliet party in Brazil. And this is the case where you can say
something that gives the country a job to do #mstead of a job not to do.

I think that you could say therefore that in countries where there is
a powerful nationalist movement, if they can only be induced to
develop a high nationalist literature and art - and to try that - then
we are working usefully at something because there is the thing
that an American can agree with - that American art ought to be as
North American as we can make it and at the same time be happy
that Brazilian art is as Brazilian as Brazilians can make it -
something like that,

Mr. Burden: Yes, those are very good points indeed. That's very helpful. I
have some of that in the draft but I'll elaborate oa it.
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Dr. Berle: And we are thinking of 2 world which has got to be uniform ina
great many respe cts by necessity. Particularly in artistic
and aesthetic matters it ought to be different, as different as it
possibly can. -

Mr., Burden: Right.

Dr. Berle: And certainly that you in the Museum of Modern Art will welcome
the difference as much as any man aroundcertainly will welcome the
same thing in Brazilian modern art. And 80 forth

e e e ' 1 think
e 28t a %y i egn;l;t; y‘il;.l:;f true, Ith

Mr, B ]
urden:  Right. Thank you ever so much
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date_May 28, 1957

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr Re: Attached letter from

William A. M. Burden Fernand Hazan

I don't want to allow this man to make a reproduction
of my Picasso unless you think it is absolutely necessary.
I would appreciate your letting me know if you think it is
necessary.
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~ FERNAND HAZAN EDITEUR, 35.37 RUE DE SEINE, PARIS VI* . ODEON 68-72

New York, May 22nd, 1957
Mr, William A, M, Burden

630 Fifth Avenue

New York, N. Y.

Dear Sirs

In my role of publisher of Art Books I visited the Exhibition where
T had the pleasure to view your Picasso: 2 ACROBATS WITH A DG

I would like very much to make a large-size reproduction of this
painting and accordingly I would request your kind permission to take an
ektachrome picture of it which will enable me to make the desired reproduction

-—

Proof of the proposed reproduction will be submitted to you for
approval to assure that it is satisfactory in every respect,

T would be glad to offer you, free, 25 copies of this reproduction
when ready,

You may reach me until SATURDAY, MAY 25th, at the ESSEX HOUSE HOTEL
(Room 603), thereafter on JUNE 12th and 13th before I return to France,

oo

B.A. AU CAPITAL DE 7.500.000 FHANCS - COMPTE CHEQUES POSTAUX W 5235-17 - R.C. SEINE 85 8 3032 R.P. i13.2¢ SEINE C.A.C
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FERNAND HAZAN EDITEUR, 35-37 RUE DE SEINE, PARIS VI* . ODEON 68-72

Mr, William A, M, Burden, N, Y.

May 22, 1957 -2 -

If in the interim you wish to contact me you may do so
through my New York Agents, the PARIS BOOK CENTER, 11 West 46 Street,
(JUD 2=-4151) who will receive your eventual instructions concerning
this matter,

Thanking you for your cooperation,

Von avie  John Rewald

m'a dif Rer Gue f‘avacs

de gromdes chamce oo b s
colle acttousalton de vothe
Geecatr LG .

Mere d‘osemce @“

§. A AU CAPITAL DE 7.800.000 FRANCS -

Very truly yours,

W

COMPTE CHEQUES POSTAUX Ns 5338-17

= R, C. SEINE 5483043 R.P. i13.20 SEINE C.A.8
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Sovaaber 28, 1953

November 28, 1955

JUSTIN K. THANNHAUSER &y 21 ", for all yowr “?.;N‘uld-t.
) of aswrmone help to wa,

12 EAST 67™ STREET
dneerely,
NEW YORK 21, N. Y.

otos on some of the guests at your dinner Tuesdsay

REGENT 4-2870

.‘.‘.:. fred e 3‘[’!‘9 "I
tor Riesenfeld: He is a mamufacturer and an

Oertrud Mellon us two pictures in the exhibition,
g, o e ntr sat & dhoruing Malde welevesier of &

R ok i kg '.
e |
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820 Fifth Avenue << ¢
New Yorkjy ‘New York -

Mr. Ared H., Barr

'he Museum of Modor:

11 West 53rd Street
New York 19, N
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WILLIAM A. M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

February 25, 1957

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for your note of February llth. My
most sincere congratulations on your being invited to
give the Spencer Trask lectures. This is a real honor and
I am indeed sorry that it is impossible for you to undertake

them.

I am sure that many more honors of this nature
will come your way.

As ever,
R ax

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York

jm
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CONTEMPORARY ARTS MUSEUM
6945 Old Main Street Road-Houston, Texas

AIR MAIL

December 3, 1956

Mr., and Mrs, William A. M. Burden
820 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Burden:

We are preparing an exhibition entitled--Cobweb World: Redon, Klee,

Baziotes, to be shown at our museum January 23 to February 17, 1957.
The emphasis which we wish to make is the transformation of the
worlds of flora, fauna and beings with the special inner eyes of

each of these artists, We are planning to hang all three artists
together to show the similar kind of metamorphoses which they have
in common and also, at the same time, to point up the differences

of approach.

We are wondering if you would consider lending us one of your
Baziotes. We had thought of either Moby Dickor Toy World,
whichever you think would best fit in with our exhibition plans.

Of course, all expenses of packing, shipping and insurance will be
assumed by our museum. We shall publish an illustrated catalogue
for the exhibition which will be one of the most important of our

season.

Hoping to hear from you as soon as it is conveniently possible,
Iam

Sincerely yours,
/s/ Ellen Sharp

Ellen Sharp
Exhibition Co-~chairman
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Mrs, Wm. A.M. m . & ‘ﬂ‘p

hasery 1957
Dear Pegay,

You were wost kind and self-sacrificing
to sct as hostess st dinner before the opening of
our new scquisitions show. I gather that the
upeinsmmllylmunﬂlmmlﬂtm

the evening. Your dinner comtributed & great
deal to their sense of goodwill toward the

A greut many thanks to you.
m.

g v 5 2
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« Dear Bill:
Cor Many thanks for your letter of January Lth,

. X expect to b in Chicago at the end of next week and shall
try to innatignta the onllgct.ion of M, Almydnr Stillman.

-
[ think you s? n oy

I lrlll lct you lmcl what I discover,

e is honar and well gnderstand why you feel

S.'I.nmr.ly,

o this

accept

vou do not have the time L0

F%1fred H, Barr, Jr,
Mr, William A. M, Burden Bine
630 Fifth Avenue _
New York 20, New York Williams A. M. Burden

AHB:ma

Mr., Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
he Museum of Modern Art

New Jors
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WILLIAM AAM. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

Northeast Harbor, Maine
August 2, 1956

Dear Alfred:

Congratulations on being invited to deliver the
Page-Barbour Lectures at the University of Virginia.
I think you show great strength of character in not
accepting this honor and well understand why you feel
you do not have the time to do this.

Sincerely,
Baue

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N, Y.
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Mry ¥illiam A, M, Durden
Mr, Rend d'Harnoncourt

Mrs, Alfred H. Barr, Gﬂgm‘la‘oyo

My Edward Chairman
on
University of Virginia
Coreoran Department of History
- v ’ '
AHBIB)

(Transeribed and signed for Mr. Darr in New York, July 23.)
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I WAMAD
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 8 J'H S
.

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA

" jaaMv )

™
CORCORAN DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 11 July, 1956 /
/R

&

S d""’{
] ) d s, {84 [ /'?
Mr, Alfred H, Barr ¥
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York, New York

Dear Mr, Barr:

On behalf of the University of Virginia, I have the pleasure of
inviting you to deliver the r Lectures at the University in
the autumn of 1957, The P: E 1r Foundation was established in
1907 by Mrs. Thomas Nelson Page.(nee Barbour), and the Honorable Thomas
Nelson Page, with a view to bringing to the University of Virginia emi-
nent scholars from various fields. I enclose a list of the scholars who
have delivered these lectures in the past, together with the subjects
of their lectures.

The series consists of three lectures given on successive evenings
convenient to the lecturer and to the schedule of the University, usu-
ally in October or November. Under the terms of the Page-Barbour Founda=-
tion, it is stipulated that the lectures become the property of the lini-
versity and are published by the Foundation. While it is assumed that
the lecturer will be a scholar of eminence in his field, it is the inten-
tion of the Foundation that the lecturer shall select a topic from his
field which is suitable for an audience made up of persons who are not
scholars in his field. In other words, we hope that these lectures may
be a means of giving persons outside the speaker's specialization some-
what of an orientation with reference to certain developments in his
field which are of general interest not only to the audience but also to

those who might later read the book.

The Honorarium for this series is one thousand dollars ($1000,00).
The University also pays the expenses of the lecturer while he is in
Charlottesville. The Honorarium is paid at the time the lecturer deliv-
ers two copies of his manuscript ready for publication.

I certainly hope that you may find it possible to accept this ap-
pointment, If there are any questions you would like to ask me about it
pefore reaching your decision I should be very happy to hear from you
and make any further explanations necessarye

Sincerely yours,

Cberard /"‘7"“/

idward Younger, Chairman
Committee on Page-Barbour Lectures

EY:fbe
Inclosure: 1
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PAGE-BAMBOUR [ECTUREAS IXN PREVIOUS YHEARS

1956 - N, F. Mott n the Physics"of¥the 86114 State
1955 - George E, Mylonss Mycense, the tal City of Agamemnon
1954 = Theodosius Dobzhansky The Biologleal queness of Man
1953 - Demnis I, Hobertson Eritain in the World Ecomomy
1952 = James B, Conant Education and I e e
1951 = Allen Nevina The Jtatesmanship of the Civil War
1950 = Arghdbald T, Davison The Consummation of the Bareque

in Musie
1949 = ¥, H, Auden The Enchafed Flood
1943 = Gilbert Chinard The ‘ege of Menticello
1942 = E FPanofsly The Gothic Style .
lﬁn' A, Daly The Floor of the Ccean
1 - L. m .

132 -ﬂd‘l‘lﬁm
1 - Wolfgang Koehler
1937 - 1. d, m
1936 - Fobert 4, Jil1ikin
1935 = John Devey

- Lindsay Rogers
-A93 - Albert Jay fock

1936 = Frederick Keppel
1329-\&1111-:.“

1928 - Welter Lipymann
lm-‘. .. mw

1926 = Sir Frederick Whyte
1925 = James T, Shotwell
1924 = John k, fAnley

1922 - Thomas Nelson Page
1920 - William Roscoe Thayer
1917 - John H, Wigmore

1916 = Archibeld C, Coclidge

1915 - ¥illdem H, Taft
1913 = Arthur T, hadley
1912 - kt, Eon, James Fryce
1911 - William i, Welch
1910 - Thomas E, Lounsbury
1909 = Charles ¥, Eliot

1908 - Hagil L. Goldersleeve
1907 = &, Welir Mitchell
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date § apra1 2956

Re: Delivery for Wm, Burden

Mr, McCabe of Mr, Burden's offices asks if we can arrange for the diélivery
of a painting by Paul Klee (herewith) tos

Mr, George Oallowhur
239 East L8th Street
New York

precisely at 5:00 on Thursday, April 5th, Mr, Callowhur is hard to nail
down,

The bill should go to Mr, Burden's office, attention Mr, McCabe,
Mr. McCabe would like to be called if the arrangements can be made: (I 6-9300
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It seems %o me 1 haves't bollared you shout nig iy Ter @
lang time; 1 ) ‘.l?m “WM!&E‘M‘» I
shall attespt 1o j.'\"‘ ‘-’..!., 50 EL N

Mﬁlx pictures,
I mentis m.l. o ru enua a0 .hut. L e f-"i.nf,in‘ w ta
dats tas caul .Ef“—- 'pg i&doin( oc
1've noticed 4 .n aa'ls* ol his ¥ nu.uge, [ ..nsm-ud z‘ar

" ‘e Pieasso books 196 QW

eurrent plitustlon um, for
G1d .anoccm files some morTe
or less ar paintings on whigh you snd Dorothy have yaisad

the values cousidersibly. I would

advice sbout Barden’s, and tmw listed his,

oo the sttached sheets — tso coples so that you cun just
scribble (legibly please 7!) your suggestions on one aad re-
tura it to we, if you thick T should have the waluss on any or
all of the plotures rsised.

Mr Bragazzi
Pmng" you're going to do a

sew edition of
tho Uymite Plains, New Yok ¢ o 11 [ wian I were golug %o
ba thers ic get ::; gruthy fingers 1wt 1t.

s Affectionsialy,

G I \\,,m{ o
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B unddan

ser ALlTed:

OJ.:I.I" 'v*"'*'cxa

v Dear, " i

t sesma [-0 20 1L Aavon'™ ._ “‘l'"-‘l Fou ahot

song Lime; i ao M‘ﬁ ‘If “ I- “ bat
shall attespt %o renedy Uhe KiSgatiam. for

the six Burdla plctures.
I seubioned tc you & Tew woeke ado et [ wes bringlng uwp to

Jele Bas eetsloyon dre nics €6 spedk do eordially of ol o

L1'vs notliced taatl severml of hip palantings ore Llosured for

re *ﬂwwﬂwﬂf fww ‘B0 ‘don®e " e

current pitustise %o lowed me, for

Gld T4 Mwmccm files somes more
er loﬁgf painiings ou whioh you and Jerotsy have rsised
the valiuss cousideyably. 1 1 recipte your
advice sbout Bupdsn's, and have listed his the suseua’s,
oo the attached sheets — tmo copies so Liat you cun just
seribble (légibly piease T!) your suggestions on one and re-
tars it to mm, if you thick I should have the valuss on aIy ar
all of the pletures mised.

Mrs Bragazzi
ang o vou're godsg to do a new editisn of
e

“r0 D ymite Plains, *“M goss sell; I wish I ware golng %o
ba thare o get r‘ gty Siangers late it.

AHB:ma
Affecticnstaly,

Ry :
T — L'&'q"{ a'-]ln
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57 Central Avenue
Wnite Plains, New York
March 30, 1956

Dear Alfred:

It seems to me I haven't bothered you ebout anything for a
long time; I don't know how I could have been so lex, but I
shall attempt to remedy the situation.

I mentioned to you a few weeks ago that I was bringing up to
date the catalog of Bill Burden's collection, and in doing so
I've noticed that several of his paintings ere insured for
rather low values. However I'm not familiar enough with the
current situation to be sure. DDudley has allowed me, for
01d Time's Sake, to list from the collection files some more
or less eimilar paintings on which you and Dorothy have raised
the values considerably. I would very much appreciate your
advice about Burden's, and have listed his, then the museum's,
on the attached sheets — two coples so that you can just
scribble (legibly please ?!) your suggestions on one and re-
turn it to me, if you think I should have the velues on any or
all of the pictures raised.

Frances Pernas tells me you're going to do a new edition of
the Picasso book. I hope it goes well; I wish I were going to
be there to get my grubby fingers into it.

Affectionately,

kQ’{I-L;L K&A{ a.-] 1.’
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WILLIAM A.M. BURDEN
830 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

January 16, 1956

Dear Alfred:

If you get a chance I would much appreciate it if you
would drop in at the Betty Parsons Gallery and have a look
at some pictures by Congdon which attracted my attention,
provided they are still unsold. One is of the Greek volcanic
island Santorin and there are two others of oases in the
Sahara with a lot of gold in them but nevertheless quite attrac-

tive.

Sincerely,

B o

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York

jm
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WILLIAM A M. BURDEN
G630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

February 28, 1956

Dear Alfred:
Many thanks for your letter about the Weber
and Tamayo. I will follow your advice.

Sincerely,

R w~

William A. M, Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York

jm
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et D Mtles

Wir

“UrEtor
Paintings and Sculpt

. M:M.Il

‘!unmrqnmmmtm Delaunay
... ‘gm T should think this would be
a thingtormhdo,pnﬁﬂummm

of Apri, SheuLA you ok By dnchini’
1erdu“m Y %

Wewnrh )

Mﬂt mumw

lm alure sa moch recenily that Livg, Bardss gud

I focl that -urg.u. ca;\.m ‘"W‘l&u‘a’“ﬁu

May | saggest that you sppe
Mussum whick bas the largest cnlies
of aay museuss i the world,

i dm vory no:ry ihat 1 capncd Le inote ha
it Lo jusi inapossiblc af thin tene, Alfred W, Burr, d
Mr, William A, M, Burden

630 Fifth Aveme
New York 20, New York

AHBsma

sinceyely,
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Brua oo
Newdea

February 27, 1956

Mr, William H, Gerdts, Jr.
Curator

Paintings and Sculpture

The Newark Museum
Newark 1, New Jersey
Dﬂ-.r_ Ml. élrdtn:

Many thanks for your letter of January 31st about
lending m Delaunay to your exhibition which will run
from April 26th to June 10th. Unfortunately, we have
lent this picture so much recently that Mrs. Burden and
I feel that “Jgun cmct lmd tt outngm da, v-~_-1 .

Con As o

Ma:y I u.um thut m lppruch tln Cluuonhoim

Muuum which has the largest col.l.ection oi Dolamyl

of any mulm ln the im_'ld :w = iy %

Iam verysorry that I cmoc bq moiﬁ i‘dpﬁl 'Lut
it s just impossible at this time. .

Vidugu Ter g J *0 ARy LT

Sincerely,

-

William A, M. Burden

el
Qb

cc: Alfred H., Barr, .Tr./

ef
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ce’ D. M‘-[{q Biin Baon

ISEUM OF MODERN ART

1356

!'ohrwy&,l”é

8] "__,-'_r.-‘.-'. 1l 'Pmr,r-.:vun

mm‘\' ver --'."‘-"_l'i'.'{:-"";r y_.,lﬁ that 1

sed Yran and a THOmavye

of a sEALuy r‘ﬁt*‘mmm mm*wm% ’tl()x'd

eorrespondence and find your
{ woul ':1 ..1I QP: m “’" mPosﬂ'ﬁo l'-P"un l'“ it first I would like to have

them looked over by amm:ﬂmwwmwﬂh
able to dispose of through the Downtown Gallery, I
Coulosuggest -that. your isecretdry! phona Mrs, Bdith Halpert . . i & he
hest was to =for her advice, .\hhq‘i&mlmnmmmch one;

put them in a Parke- “‘“f""‘ '“fnhﬂ““' You might
mmmmmarm;&hhﬂh
dispose of the picture, Lo, @™

If the artist's dealer isl.not. mmﬁ
in taking the piecture, Parke-Barnmet is certainly
simplest solution, though many collecters, the Museus
ineluded, are reluctant to offer anmy work by a living
American at auction, This reluctance ies sound
though scarcely economically,

monly.

+51

palnting

Mr, William A, M, Burden
630 Fifth Lvenue
New York 20, New York

AHfBs ma
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date_January 3, 1956

To: Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr. Re: Disposal of Paintings

From: William A. M, Burden

I have a small Weber flower painting titled "Marigolds' that I
purchased from Paul Rosenberg & Co. in November 1942 and a T3dmayo
painting of a statue titled "Essence of Bach" of which I have no record.

I would like to sell both of these pictures but first I would like to have
them looked over by someone and evaluated for sales purposes.

Could you arrange for this and also advise me what you think is the
best way to sell them, i. e. consign them to a dealer, and if so, which one;
put them in a Parke-Bernet auction; or what.

P

W. A. M. B.
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date__ February 8, 1956

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr. Re:_Attached letter from The

Newark Museum.

William A, M. Burden

Is there any reason why I should have to lend

the Delaunay for this exhibition?

Sincerely,

QD u

William A. M. Burden
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WILLIAM A.M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

May 27, 1955

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York 19, N, Y,
Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for sending me the letters to
Dr. Hahnloser and to Dr. Wehrli. I am sure I'll
be able to get to see the Buhrle collection all right
through the Director of the Zurich Museum.

Sincerely,
Pu

William A. M. Burden
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WILLIAM AL M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

November 30, 1955

Dear Alfred:

If you have a chance sometime during the next couple
of weeks, I would appreciate your dropping up at the apart-
ment to have a look at the base of the Brancusi and your
letting me know whether you think the stone part of the base
should be repaired. It is quite badly chipped and I think it
should be repaired. If you agree with me, I would like to
send it over to the man who does the work for the Museum
on January 4th, which is the day we go to Florida, and I hope
that he could repair it within the next few weeks. Would that
time be adequate ?

Sincerely,

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
1] West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York

jm
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date_ Nov. 30, 1955

FOR NEEERX THURSDAY

Tos AHB Re:  MR. BURDEN MODIGLIANI

From: Mo

Mr, Burden is in Texas today, returns tomorrow., Miss O'Brien wonders if
anything has been done about the Modigliani (was this just for deeision or
were we to act?)

She thought that Mr., Burden would like to know about this tomorrow.

A\
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

File Date_ lNovember 25, 1955

To: Alfred Barr Re: Stuttzart auction

From: Bi11 Lieberman

Dear Alfred:

Mr, Burden has decided not to bid on any of the Klees at the
Stuttgart auction, He had seemed particularly interested in one
of the watercolors and the oil, decided to place bids and then de-
cided not.

Mrs. Mellon is bidding on the two Nelde watercolors,

o

B N T R e

S

[
|

p—— S —————
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Le sure to take a look at three pictures that Viadimir
au-muﬁ:o:::m.. His mumber is Sacramento 2-5392 and he lives at

Street, The Matisse asking price is M,m‘:z!.;gm

if you ask Keller to show you his
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I certainly thimk you ought to go into ﬁha'sMri‘

thiz pigiure as
gallery if you are imterested in adding soms Mtq m:tur of the
¥adern AT%, had In-
collection, It'a a very good show indeed, whth a mdﬁm

that I had nevex. been befores The“a are a mﬂm‘ n.é m netor
the twenties, m‘t.any a watercolor celled: U Weroic Tenor Gives

g tas delivery made.
a Recital', am:wm'mwmwu
e in a lieder dono&«h. t £395 w spweure for you tnde
. ‘He doesm't’
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- the money and he ‘his: ‘amﬂan&mmuwﬂmmt
. [ C. 3 isrive & voury M DL@m-
2 this hi-tml.ﬂ bi-ﬁd:hthn !m\ll%
tate 1§ 397 H302%  simedlily
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"1 oae ExE [ noace
- R : l
e — ®|® r e = Alfred ¥, Barr, Jr
Lo Mr, William A, M. Burden Bz ver.
“,630 Fifth Avenue
“ New Ioﬂ, New York tué Noatun Collecti~
AHB:ma -

P, 8, A number of quite exceptional Klees are coming up for auction
in Switserland and Gemmany, PBill Lieberman will have the catalogues
shortly, If you are interested, won't you give him a ring,
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date_ 1L October 1955

To: 8B

From: 12

Mr. Burden called as he was about to leave on a plane to say:

1. Would you see the Koot;;pictufes. I said I thought you would Saturday.
Mr, B, says he lkked the dark one best, "Moby Dick", but thought the other
charming., He may call you Sunday evening or Monday morning about this,

The Klee to Heydenryk for framing which he discussed yesterday. He is sending
it to Heydenryk today and will discuss it with Dorothy Miller after she has
seen it and has ideas for frames, We suggested that Dorothy speak to yom
about it since Mr, Burden thought that you had some ideas.

We told Heydenryk to expect the picture.

L W= T PrYveuIvT IUD JyUU

really outstanding masterwork of Modern Painting, -
this definitely is one of the rarest chances in which
originally I had not even believed. I do hope that

you and all your friends will derive a very great plea-
sure from it.

Hoping to see you soon again here,
I am,

Sincerely,

J K. Thannhauser,
JKT/pp

ce: Mr. Alfred H.BarrpDirector of the Museum Collecti-
ons, Museum of Modern Art, NYC.
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Oct.17, 1955.

Mr,William A.M.Burden
630, Fifth Ave.
NYC.

Dear Mr. Burden:

It gives me great satisfaction to in-
form you that the famous Picasso Painting "2 Acrobats
with a Dog" just arriwed in good state in my house.

I confirm herewith your acgisition of this picture as
per Invoice enclosed. Mr.Alfred H.Barr, Director of the
Museum Collections at the Museum of Modern Art, had in-
formed me of your decision and I understood that you
are willing and ready to make immediate payment upon
delivery of the painting, which was an eminent factor
to make this sale possible at all.

Please let me know how you wish the delivery made.
I shall be glad to arrange the things according to
your desires.

I am most delighted to be able to procure for you this
really outstanding masterwork of Modern Painting, -
this definitely is one of the rarest chances in which
originally I had not even believed. I do hope that

you and all your friends will derive a very great plea-
sure from it.

Hoping to see you soon again here,

1 am,

Sincerely,

J«K. Thannhauser.
JKT/pp

cc: Mr.Alfred H.BarrgDirector of the Museum Collecti-
ons, Museum of Modern Art, NYC.
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WILLIAM A.M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

October 18, 1955

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for sending me the interesting article
from the Frankfurter Zeitung. I certainly think you should
send both this article and the one by Georg Schmidt to the

Trustees.

I look forward to reading the Schmidt article mys elf.

Sincerely,

Rpe

William A, M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York

jm
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The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

AL Mr, d'Harmoncourt

cee D. Miller
1l October 1955
Boar Bill:

il - |

n)ch we qnl:-m-motam&&
mm#mmmmm

| inooes
in mmm Zeltung which n..nw
U inch
piin Cevmany, I thought Mrs,

a8 degigned Yor \'p Eoul; vu}“ ._;1 \.,5 LNCHRg

wuld be the enthusiastic
mmmmmuhmmmm.ﬁl

Simsreiy,

Mus eune
I am also having translated an even more
interesting article on the Museum by Oeorg Sehmidt of
. the Basls Museum who is, I think, the most brilliant
:ﬁmm—udmtmmhm
.+ aritten & flattering article atout our Museum, Since both
these articles have primarily to do with the Museum
WIMhdﬂlmmdﬁ“hﬂ.
Trustees, VWhat do you think?
Sincerely,

Mr, William A, M, Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
nﬁmzo.--m
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cet b Mlew

Dear Bill:
The measurements for the Brancusi Bird in Space
which we telephoned to your office a week or o ago weres

Helght of bird' . 72 inches
. Height of three bases in orcer 7 inches
. (top to bottom) 10 1/8 inches
. _ ___ L2 inches
Total height with 3-section base e
- B8 designed for the sculpture 131 1/8 inches
P E k (11 feet)
T
Bm’
- - "
L]
y 3 i >
-8 Alfred E. Barr, Jro
Mr, William A, ¥, Burden _ - Er PO
630 Fifth Avenue L o »
New York 20, New York - . . 4

AHB:ma
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date_ October 14, 1955

Re: Brancusi Bird in Space

To: Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
in brass

From: William A. M. Burden

When you have the opportunity, I would much appreciate your letting
me know the approximate dimensions of the Brancusi Bird in Space in brass,
of which I understand several examples were produced, and what the possi-

bilities are of purchasing one.

Ny G e

W. A. M. B.
Lo Ve Tenqusone 0924

0 a};{,ug ﬁff.ﬁl £
a. LR_'}Q_Q_.‘L C)((.o '

. you want to see it. g Al .4
w . ma B, Barry & ol w9
Br i, Gadaloner | meely, P LESATE R
by 3 1008 :
Bemis. fwlteer laed : '

e Alfred Ho Barr, Jr.

New York 20, New York . .. ... |
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28 October 1955

I have had & letter from Dr, Hahnioser, & eopy
o.fv'hinh T ." Iu‘oulﬂ ‘bo p&wbv"t’m‘h t“ﬁ;—.m‘i“ onian
e hentioned 1s W, G. Constable, Curater of Pairiings &t the
w&éf M ¥r. Constala Lo sovton whooe Dl

,m L]
S T iiihnlbber Tias also sent a 2 page list of the
membership of the M '%P' 'ﬁﬁm’l’jw udes most of the h - % I
Jeading art historians of Burope and half a dozen or 8o
from this hemisphere, I shall keep the list here unless ¥
you want to see it. difred K, Bare, 2, il
Pr, Bane B, Bahaioess
Eollerag 2
Demie. Ywitser

Alfred H, Barr, Jr.

I"r-\w‘ :
P"w*!’im list of membors a8 you request,
630 Fifth A
”m&%MM W ONER DB,

AHBsm&
- - PRLATE
i ' '.‘ 3 i" I !".
e o BN L i
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B Matlen
28 October 1955
Dear Dr. Hahnloser: i Internstiong)
4 Thank you for your letter siv:l.ns soat ialapen-
. ional d'H{; SRS
I m—qnardotaih about the Comite Internatio mﬁeﬁ 4 -5
Lern fde’ivart, I am passing them on imdiat.a]y to Mr, Burden,
name . °
IﬁmmtumMCmmmmmm«' i
en? hoe 3 &“mnm uWC e 8 S add ; » il L -
& nioe S VEYe e = m u m o - i"-‘ﬂ
ik S0 b8 1nvitad 8 Hy ’ 5 ; ol A a _‘1;.; o
T e ¢ mur -.‘_-.-v'-:«‘-,aimmiy, L
ay : = . =
. g na . pary Lpokafel er,
eurty - i art Af the -y
s te s) e that Oniy | 8
- " .!'—' s
pephera wiili JL e %’r? Ht"'.-\k.rg’ r@'-s-r. your nius B
1¥ he U o p—" # 2
HanyR-Wﬂm seur of modarn IO TR
ﬁil erican fr 8.
gen - Berne, th]ﬂnd '

P. 5. I am returning m%wﬁm request.

wehavanaaeowformmﬁ“-
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CoMITE INTERNATIONAL D’HISTOIRE DE L'ART

LE TRESORIER

COMPTE: UNITON DE BANQUES SUISSES- BERNE

Dir, Barr or secretary
The Museum of Modern ATt
11 West 53th atreet

NEW YORK N.Y.

Benwe,16. 10.55
Kolltrweg 5

Dear My. Barr

= Encddeed I send you the list of the comité International —=
d'hiatoire de 1'art,certainly one of the oldeat and most indepen-
dant societies of our branch, as we had just now the 1Rst congres
internafional d'histoire de 1'art. As we chose our membres ourself,
we have always been very independent.

We have a congres every three years anda meeting,the
year before the congres to prepare this congrds,. We tought it would
be nice to have the next meeting in the Stases, if it would be pos-
silbe to be invited as the directors of muesum have been, gome years
ago. But it seems that our special friend, ﬁrof.Conatable,g;QQ not
already able to find the nece-sary tockefeller,

T+ seems gquite shure that only a part of the ordinary
members will join, as some are already old.
I# had been specially pleasad to sse that your nice Mr.
excellent connaisseur of modern art, took interest in our

Barden, an
peeting andd 1 hope he will help our american friends.

Very sincerely yours

Yo [ G

Hans R,Hahnloser

Vice-president of the conneil of the swisas national

foundstion for acientifical ragearch

PS. as in this moment 1 have only one list, may I beg you
to send it bak after nae.,
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL D°HISTOIRE DE L’ART

LE TRESORIER

COMPTE: UNION DE BANQUES SUISSES:BERNE

BEnrne,
Kollerweg o
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7 December 1956

Mr. Bmmden's office called to see if this office
felt that he should lend toc this show,.

On Dorothy's advice, I called yesterday and said
"yes" if convenient.

Marie

asked me to get in touch with someone in the Boston
Museum to help them in supporting, as I understood it,
the Comite International d'Histoire de L'Art.

As I remember it, they are planning a visit to
the United States and want some financial support but I
am not too clear as to just what the problem is. Do you
know anything about this? If so, what should I do and
whom should I talk to in Boston?

I am enclosing a copy of Hahnloser's letter
which may refresh your memory on the subject if you
are not fully familiar with it yourself.

aﬁh-q‘b‘

W. A. M. B.

Enclosure
jm
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date_September 30, 1955

To: Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr. Re:

From: William A. M. Burden

When I was in Berne, I visited the Hahnloser
collection, as you know. At that time Dr. Hahnloser
asked me to get in touch with someone in the Boston
Museum to help them in supporting, as I understood it,
the Comite International d'Histoire de l'Art.

As I remember it, they are planning a visit to
the United States and want some financial support but I
am not too clear as to just what the problem is. Do you
know anything about this ? If so, what should I do and
whom should I talk to in Boston?

I am enclosing a copy of Hahnloser's letter
which may refresh your memory on the subject if you
are not fully familiar with it yourself.

a_"‘"%'

W. A. M. B.

FANT

Enclosure
jm

Tl
.-..._\;_;
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL D'HISTOIRE DE 1'ART

LE TRESORIER

COMPTE: UNION DEBANQUES SUISSES. BERN i

Monsieur W.A.M. Burden
630 Fifth Avenue

New York 20
N.Y.

Beung, B aapt-mb_r'a 1955

Kollerweg o

Cher Monsieur Burden,

J'ail regretté que votre visite ait 4té si briéve
car j'al bien vu que vous comptez parmi les con-
naisseurs. Je suis touché de votre souvenir,en ce
qui concerne le Comité International de 1'Hiatoire
de 1'Art, j'en parlerai A Venise A nos colldgues
8i lea américains seront parmi nous et je vous
remercie d'avance de tous que vous ferez pour nous.

Avec mes meilleuraa'aalutationa
votre dévoud
/ ! }
Gl § o lnere
>

Hans R. Hahnloser
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The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

Octoter 5, 1955

Dear Dr. Hahnloser:

Mr, William A, M. Burden has indicated that
he wonld Iike to talk with Mr, Barr about the Comité Inter-
naticnal ‘d*Histoire de 1'Art and people in Boston who might be
of help to'the orpanization, However, we do not have in this
of fice' any information about the Comite,

Would you, thersfore, at your earliest
corm.-nimee send Mr, Alfred H, Barr, Jr, any material which
ywmhmuaﬂabhontlhumtmm&thumu,m

perhaps an atbreviated 1ist of members? Ve would appreciate it
also ﬂ' yo'u conld briefly describe the Boston problem,

’ May I thank you on behalf of Mr, Barr
for your cooperation, He would like to have the mml
before he meets with Mr, Burden,

Very sincerely yours,

Marie Alexander
Secretary to Mr, Barr,
Dr. Hms R. Halmlosar
Comité International gggi.wum de 1'Art
Kollerweg 9 y
Bemﬁ'. Std‘buriam
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WILLIAM A.M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

August 8, 1955

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
Hotel Dolomiti Lavina Bianca
Weisslahnbad

Tires-Bolsano

Italy

Dear Mr. Barr:

We have just had a note from Mr. Burden
from Baden-Baden. His trip through Germany with
the boys evidently has been very interesting and going
fine thus far.

I know you are on vacation, but Mr. Burden
wondered whether since you have been in Europe you
have seen or heard of any interesting pictures in
Paris or London which you think he should see. He
expects to be at the Ritz, 15 Place Vendome, Paris
on August 16th and 17th and would appreciate it greatly
if you could write him a note or cable him there about
anything of interest.

Thank you very much for taking time out from
your vacation to do this, and with very best wishes for
a most enjoyable vacation.

Secretary to
William A. M. Burden
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The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

cc: D, Miller '—:f-ry\ Q

| 22 September 1955

Durm:l: an ks a3
ynd by Mtornwlowdsmmmth

ws&e'kd LY P N i g, ey
mnm!mmtomnuurﬁhfﬁﬂ'hr}ﬁn

would b the ™
lotmkmwnsoonulreallcmnko sions,
am B [ 4 tier and o0
forward to saeeing Simrd.r,

AS over,

Al&.d’ h‘} Barr, Jr.

Mr, William A, M, Burden William A. M, Burden
630 Fifth Avemue
New York 20, New York

w‘.mﬁiﬁm H. Bary, Jr

The Musewm of Modern Art
11 Went §3rd Street

Naw TYork 19, New ]

jrm
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The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

WILLIAM A. M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

September 13, 1955

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for your letter of September 8th. I
think we had probably better get something conventional
and traditional as the other people who live on the point
with us are not particularly abstract minded! As far as
scale is concerned, it would have to be a pretty size-
able piece of sculpture. I should think four feet high
would be the minimum and about eight feet the maximum.

I am so glad you are feeling better and I look
forward to seeing you soon.

As ever,
RYE

William A. M, Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York

jm
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¢ '« ‘ees Mr, d'Harnoncourt fhoepfu/
Mr, Vheeler
Miss D, Miller
Mr, Barr- Emgland

aynet 29, 5.

BT ey 4 I- w1 back 54 M Fark ‘:-:meg
- In Mr, Barr's sbsence, Intm
3 'pm.mdghtwbmmmam ;‘“
'._.__ '-.- “ !‘.h X .I *I’.“| "m wf‘s.- Las
ummm—mmmwﬁn?ﬁu““? o,
1a 2% l-h.;' i. L3 B L
8 Lo el 12 ,"vwr I" “i .‘ii Fi whe walsh

for 2% lawr pioiare.

3 will e Lty S0 vink 9 & plece of soulpbare for
Sour roafiay. Caa't you give me acws 3 at sonle ¥ou whdale
WLl b Bapt? 1 ahouls Whinmk it sl s
Srpditiicid oy sorsir ng sbetoamt il tking in

lm'&.nm-.ﬂ.. AW

’ oy You 2 g 22 L o o0t of
the LM ’ i 'M bast Lo youe

¥inee:ely,

' Alived W, Beme, &
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ce: D, Miller

Dear Bill:

BuoepEN

§ September 1955

I should have answered your. letters before this, but I
have scarcely been able to write, sinece I have been 111 with cne

thing and another between planes.
from a Freacl sore throat.

I?,*'i'. 1)

..k.
..:,

an

8

00 I@YINI
s

' ] :E
E
sz

mh
ﬁu?!.'{

1

MG ITLITE o T DOA YITHM @3N
£
E = c o 1
B
-

i

W peoI eyl wWoXj 5»‘.‘0':1_|?3-.'

I"f ;Tiﬂ'{"r“
op g
g oanydpilon o
o 1EUOIURANGD
W

d aqy oy

.'_", ;v:;
P8y v

i

%

o Iy

ﬁ'ﬂm @J"'!"*

P

m vt Ui m' I want to Hal-l.

f!.i;:.nlntryt.ot.h:l.nkupd
rgadway.” Can't you give me some

I should think either something mﬂmd and

wh.wm-;b.ga t.o‘min.

areydag

uwInbackhM!oﬂnm

Fou how exilted I am by
ﬂw m Lbat you beught the Gris, the Picasso and ﬂwm I think
- ~ they T113 gaka vary dlelinguished adiftlons to your co on, My
n & mﬁq ,mmrzm.owbatoowwmmmumum
: “4h the hemé, © Should that Le the cavey then of course I can offer a
‘WM ]at.l.m, for as you know, zmthisuquhuhb
8 IX1.d§ not.afree with Those who think Ll;.n.t the still life with the
! “black wt{i hnn :.s-qpu;-ﬁ.or.

iece of for
of what you think

to something in
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The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Dafe__September 7, 1955

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr. Re: Sculpture for our place

William A. M. Burden in Maine

On the drive that leads to our house in Maine and also
the house of a friend of ours (which is a conventional one), we
would like to erect a good sized piece of sculpture which can
be lit at night and will serve as identification for the place.
Our friends are rather conventional so one made of enamel -
a seal, bear or something of that sort might do, On the other
hand, I thought you might have some excellent ideas for an
outstanding piece of sculpture which would be sufficiently bold
that it could be recognized from the road as people drive in.

L\J.— "f‘mmt

— - 7
s e TPuwrn e,

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York

jm
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WiLLIAM A.M. BURDEN
830 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

August 31, 1955

Dear Alfred:

Just a line to let you know that I saw the Buhrle
and Hahnloser collections very satisfactorily, thanks
to your notes. I thought most of the Buhrle pictures
rather mediocre though he does have a few very fine
ones. The Hahnloser collection I thought nothing special
but very charming.

I look forward to talking to you about themwhen I
next see you.

Sincerely,

B el 2 e xe,

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York

jm
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August 31, 1955

Dear Dr. Wehrli:

Just a line to tell you 1 much appreciated your
making it possible for me to see the Buhrle collection.
Mr. Buhrle certainly has some magnificent pictures.

1 am glad to hear that our exhibition has been
going well at your Museum and trust that we will meet
again on my next visit to Zurich.

Sincerely,

William A. M. Burden

Dr. R. Wehrli, Director
The Kunsthaus Zurich
Heimplatz 1 '
Zurich, Switzerland

jm
cec: Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
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The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

NEW YORK
HERALD TRIBUNE

230 West 4lst Street, New York

June 17, 1955

Dear Bill:

Thank you so much for your letter. I shall see
that this gets well displayed at an early date. I
agree with you that our perspective needed some

" correction and I am most grateful to you for
having taken this in hand.

With best wishes for the summer,
Fif Midhe
August Hecksehes .. .. -

senring

Mr. William A. M. Burden
630 Fifth Awenue
New York 20, N, ¥.
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ecc: Mr. d'Harnoncourt
Mr, Barr
Mr. McCray

June 16. 1955

Mr. William A. M. Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Dear Mr. Burden: sae o 0 wigu
I am enclosing & copy of an editorial which appeared in the Herald Tribune on

Wednesday, June 15, Unfortunately, I was unable to speak to Hene ‘before he

left, but I have discussed it with Alfred Barr and Porter McCray who both feel

that @ letter should be sent to the Tribune giving a few more details about the

art exhibitions.

I am enclosing a suggested draft. If you have time, we would appreciate

very much if you could get it off to the Tribune, perhaps with Ma!‘ﬁm

note to Auggie Heckscher, before you go away. I Preweh 1%

I think both Alfred and Porter feel it is important to keep the record as cl

as poinﬁg" tacanse ANTA 15 in the middle of a vigorous fund-raising drive, ’

think they both also feel that the art world should get credit for its part in

the success of the program.

If you do not think such a letter should be sent, please 15t me know.
s Sincerely,

AL T

vl

Elizabeth Shaw
Publicity Director
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To the New York Herald Tribune

We were very glad to see your editorial commending the success of "Salute to France,"
the series of cultural events being presented in Paris this spring. However, I
would like to fill in a few more details about the two art exhibitions which opened
the program. The first art show representing America's contribution to painting,
sculpture, printmaking, photography, architecture, f£ilm end industrial design, was
organized by the Museum of Modern Art, New York, and consisted of works of art from
its own collection. This show, sent under the Museum's International Exhibitions
Program, drew unprecedented crowds at the Musee d'Art Moderne where it was on view
from Msreh 30 to May 15. It was reviewed with great interest by dosens of newspapers
and magezines, drawing much praise as well as some eritical comment snd thoughtful
appru.sil.

The secend art exhibition, "From David to Toulouse-Lautrec," was organized by
a conmittee of museum directors snd private collectors and consisted of Fremeh 19th
century mesterpieces in American public and private collections. It was intended as
a tribute to the importance we place on the great contribution of france to our

cultural life and was universally seclaimed. During the first nine weeks it was on

view, an extraordinary number of people, 125,000, visited the exhibition. It will

remain at the Orangerie until July 3rd.

Sincerely,

William A.M. Burden
Co=Chairman, "Salute to France"
Visual Arts Sestion.
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Jue 29, 1955
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The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

2l Aupust 1953

Dear Bills

I think you have a letter introdueing you to Roland Penrose,
but I'm writing you another which I will send on after it has been sent
up here for signing.

Roland and hie extraordinary American wife, the photographer Lee
Miller, are dear friends of ours and very charming. He is a pentleman-farmer
building up s land and buildings in Sussex so that he needs occasionally
to sell a picture, Don't hesitate to ask him - he'll be frank.

Here are his town and country addresses and phone numbers
(Chiddingly is pronounced "lie", not nlee")s 1la Tlornton Street, Kensington,
London W, B, Telephone Western 01153 Farley Farm, Muddles Oreen, Chiddingly,
Sussex, Telephone Chiddingly 308, iHe is head of the board of the Institute
of Contemporary Arts, 17-18 Dover Street, Piccadilly; London W. 1.

e does nobt have very large decorative pictures but has sold from
time to time one of his fine Plcassos, Miros, Tanguys and de Chiricos.

Lobk in at the following galleries, toos Alex Reid © Lefevre, Ltd.,
The Lefevre Callery, 30 Bruton Street, We 1 (Mrs Corcoran or Mr. Peplaa),

~ood ¥rench and bnglish pictures.

Redfern Gallery, 20 Cork Street, Burlington Gardens, Bond Street,
W.l. (Rex de G, Wan Kivell), English, pood French, neo-impressionists (Signae,
Cross, et cetera)., Ask for young painter named Scott.

hanover Galleries, 32A St. Oeorpe Street (Mr. Melville), good
English, especially Francis Bacon who did our bip picture of a dop newly
acquired, le'll have a show this fall at Durlacher's at twice or three times
the prices. You should look at these especially carefully, Not all are as

disturbing as our two big ones.
Qimpel & Fils, 50 South Molton Street, W. 1, Two brothers who

have excellent young Pritish sculptors - Armitape, Butler, Chadwich, et
cetera at very low prices., Buy two or three,

1s Peggy going too? Bon voyage to you hoth should 1 not see
you hefore you fly.

Sincerely yours,

Alfred H, Fllrr, Jr.

Mr, William A, M, Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
New York 20, Mew York
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GALLERY

MARCH 953

AGNEW'S

). OLD DOND STREET, W.1

OPEN

1. GIRTIN LORN EXHIBITION (s .
1. 80TH ANNBAL EHIBITION OF WATEACOLOUR DRAWINGS | o5

30-5.30,

9.
ATL 1360 |3

ARTISTS HOUSE

HANETTE STREET (Charing Crom R ), W[

PAINTINGS AND DRAWINGS BY ELIZABETH MICKLEM
(CLOWHG 19 MAKCH)

|1—&
[INC. 3ATS)

ARTS COUNCIL

A, ST JAMESTS SQUARE SW.I

DRAWINGS FOR PAINTINGS

[CLOSING T HARCH)

10—&
frues. & e,
=]

[BEAUX ARTS GALLERY

|, BRUTOMN PLACE. hEW BOND 5T Wi

SCULPTURE BY LI HUTCHINSON
PAINTINGS BY JOLAN WILLIAMS

3 MARCH)

10—5.30

SATY 41

CINE ART SOCIETY

148, NEW BOND STREET, W.I

PAINTINGS AND WATERCOLOURS OLD AND WEW BY BRITISH ARTISTS

9.30-5.308

BATE 0361

JFOYLES ART GALLERY

119135, CHARING CROSS ROAD, W.CL

ILLUSTRATIONS BY FRANCIS MARSHALL icicenic 7 mancia
PAINTINGS BY EDMUND NELSON (11 rancr—s apnscy

hc. ATy
WLIRS, $—t

UILDHALL

ECL

ROYAL SOCIETY OF BRITISH SCULPTORS
{1828 MARCH)

105
(MC. 3ATE)

MANSION HOUSE

ANOVER GALLERY

324, 5T, GEORGE STAEET, HANOVER SQUARE, WL

PAINTINGS BY GEORGE CSATO!
PAINTINGS BY IRENE WYATT

{1 MAREH~1 APRL)

105,30

AT W)

BOND STREET
™
GAEEM PARK

MPERIAL WAR HUSEUM

LAMBETH ROAD. S.E1

DRAWINGS BY EDWARD BAWDEN, AR.A.

WELEDATS
10—6
NS 34

LAMBETH MORTH

.C.A. GALLERY

IMETITUTE OF COMTEMPORARY ARTE
17/18 DOVER STREET, W.1.

EHETION LLUSTRATING
THE WONDER AND HORROR OF THE HUMAN HEAD

3 HARCH—| B APRIL)

1—&

SATS 118 |

GREEN PARK,

| Cloms s,
4 mose

I NTERNATIONAL FACULTY OF ARTS

PARK LANE HOUSE. 45 PARK LANE. W.1.

SECOMD ANNUAL EXHIBITION OF CONTEMPORARY SCULPTURE
{6==K) MARDH)

WILKDATE
107
SUNS 37

HYDE PARK
CORMER

K ENSINGTON ART GALLERY

., 97, MAAD ABSOTY THRAME. NEMGINGTON MGH ETMALT, WAL

RECENT PAINTINGS BY SYLYIA SLEIGH
(530 FARCH)

105
THURS. 1040
LATS 16—

HOGH STREET,
KENSINGTON

LEFEVRE GALLERY

30, BAUTOMN STREET, W.I.

PlIIIIIIGS‘E!‘ WILLIAH ”H'HSTOIE

l0—5.30
SATE 6t

GREEN PARY,
o
OXFOAD CICUS

EEI(ESTER GALLERIES

WEW PAINTINGS BT MERLTH EVANS |
IECENT PUNTINGS BY CHARLES MoCALL (636 HARCH)
PAINTINGS AND DRAWINGS OLD AND NEW BY ALBEAT RNTHERSTON|

10530
SATE 104

[TRAFALGAR SOQUARE
PMCCADILLY

lmmhl! WCL

IMPORTANT FRENCH HASTERS

(CLOBING 11 APRIL)

10-5.30
AT, 10

GREEN PARK
£

17.18, OLD BOND STREET. W.1
SQUARE W.L1

MARLBOROUGH
INJATIONAL GALLERY

| PERMAMENT COLLECTION
2. SELECTION OF PICTURES FROM THE LIECHTENSTEIN COLLECTION

NATIOHAL MARITIME MUSEUH

GREENWICH, SEID

I PERMANENT EXHIBITION
2 “CHANNEL SHIPPING"; EXHIBITION OF PHOTOGRAPHS

ATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY

mmmmmmuu

FAMOUS BRITISH HEN AND WOMEN OF THE PAST

N W BURLINGTON &'UIERLS

BURLINGTON STREET, W.1

W.LA.C. CONTEMPORARY PAINTINGS AND SCULPTURE

(ELOBNG 18 MARCHY
gnu_u'n CLOSED UNTIL 2 HAT)

RO[AHD BROWSE & DELBANCO

19, CORK STREET, W1

YYES ALIX AND EUGENE BOUDIN
% HARCH—-2 APRR)

TATE 18—t

R OYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS

KINGS AHD QUEENS OF ENGLAND
(ORNNG 12 HARCH)

WEBDATE
10-5.30

s 253

GREEN, FARK
MCCADILLY

BURLINGTON HOUSE, PRCCADILLY. W1

Rﬂ'ﬂi INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS

#h, PORTLAND PLACE W.|

BUILDING IN THE NETREF.LIIIIDS

PCLONING 2 HARC

107

LATE 183

OXFORD CIMCUS
REGEMTS PARK
GT, PORTLAND 5T

B.A. GALLERIES

R SUFFOLK STREET, PALL le_ W1

I YOUNG CONTEMPORARIES EXHIBITION (cuomns 1 uancii
2. UNITED SOCIETY OF urmsrs "‘g.'“":‘.“cﬂ g

L=
NG 23—k
TVraYY |
105

TRAFALGAR SQUANE
MCCADILY

RI GALLERIES
195, MCCADILLY, W.|

5T ANNLUAL

THE ROYAL HISTIITITE EIF PAIHTERS III wumcnmuas

105
(NG SATL)

EIEEI:_ PARK
PRCCADILLY

RAW.S. GALLERIES

34 CONDUIT STREET. W.1
TATE GALLERY

MILLBANK. 5.1

ROYAL SOCIETY OF PAJHIER ['ICH'ERS AND ENGRAYERS

(CLOSING |} MARCH)

lo-5
BATE #0-1

HCCADILLY
OXFORD CIRCUS

1. THE ART OF MEXICO (s mancr—as arma;
1 “THE UNKNOWN POLITICAL PRISONER "

IMTERMATICMAL SCULPTURE COMMITITION —EXFINTION OF Wik

106

L1l

WESTHINETER

LN 34

1 FREE

ICTORIA & ALBERT MUSEUM

SOUTH KENBHNGTON, S.W.7,

1, INDIAN DRAWINGS FROM RAJPUTANA - ™ SETEETS
2. PERMANENT COLLECTIONS

WILEDATE

10—
BUN 1004

FREE

SOUTH
KENUINGTON

V\V/ALLACE COLLECTION

PERMANENT EXHIBITION OF PAINTING, SCULPTURE,
FURNITURE, CERAHICS, EUROPEAN AND ORIENTAL ARMOUR

105

NS -5

FREE

ROND STRIET
BALER TTI‘F"

HEATFOAD HO.. MANCHITTIA 50 W1

WHiTE(HM’EL ART GALLERY

J. M. W. TURNER, R.A. [T75-185)

]
s

FREE

ALDGATE BAST

HBOH STREET, WIHTECHAPEL E

LDENSTEIN

- | E
147, NEW BOSD STRUET, W.

RECENT PAINTINGS BY JACK B. YEATS
118 HANEY)

10— 5}0

BATE, 1=

FREE

BOND STREET
GREEN PARK
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ART GALLERY ~¢A
MONTHLY GUIDE

ART GALLERY MONTHLY GUIDE ’

' VERLEAF will be
| found a small replica
T B of the Poster Guide
0 that is now displayed
each month on the
Underground ~ Railways, by
arrangement with the Galleries
concerned.

PRINTED MATTER. If you wish to receive this

Little Poster Guide at the be-
ginning of each month, please
send cheque, or postal order for

3s. 6d. (as a contribution towards,
the cost of distribution) to

ART EXHIBITIONS BUREAU .
23, ALBEMARLE STREET, LONDON, W.i.

1A\ ‘uopuoy
Haanig apewqy ‘6T
‘AvIENg SNOLLIMIHXA LAV
0 wamjas Jrva;r,‘ ‘prazpp 1o ff

and see whei
pictures ava
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date June 14, 1955

Yo: Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr. Re:

From: William A. M, Burden

Don't forget to let me know what galleries you think I should stop in
and see when I am in London. You mentioned that there might be better

pictures available there than in Paris.

LRI

Vr

T

206, qUite sepe wint Bis post er £ield

e - TS
unu::l.w am

Since=ely,;
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May 25, 1955

Dear Billy

In answer to your request for addresses, I have written
mwmmmjarywuuonmwmmmh
Switzer One is to Dr, Hahnloser who inherited the collection
formerly in the possession of his mothery mmwmmm

Director of the Kunsthaus, the big musewm in Zurich, ¥ know
ﬂ?ﬁﬁfﬁi" ‘?:m Biihrle, Zom..:nrum '1':5
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Phaenid Koo oo oy _/Hm. p—(«'ﬂ) z.u!_.

Sensl ol % [ rifex

~ April B, 1955

I o-uaimmdrmmd that you were all
mqpntwlatiorl

"m’: “ Iﬂpﬂ'-l toH.'u Barr about 'Ehlzﬁﬁﬂfm

T rley Bur re: Andrew Wyeth Harbor
“21/2 x lﬁm Barr asked me to phone ne the Tollowing
,{1 &

a
~

' [ ]

dai!ni't himself know anything about prices
 watercolors and the MacBeth Gallery has
= : a?‘ﬁ out of existence, Under the circumstances,
F ":" awycth-spmmm.muu
g }.F‘#'dm lﬁ-guiag'of information,
?\x ey o, Sineeﬂ]:,
~d N !‘_- i -.\ - ‘_:
o . £
§2 < % _
. . f A J
/ / . \\ Marie Alexander :
| [ - Secretary ‘

£ Miss Fi on
}'I m“m‘o"lm
£ ) 630 Fifth Avenue

e | l..rmzo, New York

/. \

5« ‘
. v
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March 31, 1955 '

Mr, Burden's office called to say that Mr. Shirley
Burden had written from the West Coast for advice on
prices of watercolors by Andrew Wyeth., He apparently

has a chance to buy one called In the Harbor, about
21 1/2 x 17, It has a MacBeth sticker on the back.
They don't have a photo of it.

Miss.Fergusen, in Mr., Burden's office, said they
could call Knoedler fhemselffes to ask about its value
but she wondered if they would do it for a private
person or whether it might not be better for someone
from the Museum to call,

: : Betsy

colle ge iry.

Sincerely,
LS

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred Barr

The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York
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Burdew

WILLIAM A.M,. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20. N. Y.

14, 1955

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for the note about the

Rousseau. It is too bad, but you made a good

college try.
Sincerely,

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alired Barr

The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
NEW YORK 19 11 WEST 53rd STREET

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5-8900
CABLES: MODERNART, NEW-YCRE

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WILLIAM A. M. BURDEN

October 26, 1954

Dear Alfred:

I want to thank you most sincerely for the enormously import-
ant part you played in the success of the first stege of the Miseum's
Twenty-Fifth Anniversary,

The exhibition of the Museum's ccllection was not only extra-
ordinarily well shown but of cutstanding gquality. Although most of us
knew the individual pietures well, I don't think any of us realized
how tremendously high in quality the collection was and how broead in
scope, I'm sure it will really enhance the Museum's already high
prestice as well as be a great tribute to the work that you have done
end are now doing on the Museum's collection.

The book, Masters of Modern Art, is probebly the finest publi -
cation you ever put out, I also thought the program of the opening
ceremonies was first rate.

I know what & tremendous amount of work was involved in
getting the book end the show organized on top of your regular duties,
and I greatly eppreciate sll you've done to make this occasion and
the rest of the Anniversery Year a success, I hope you feel compensated
by the results which, to me, are absolutely top noteh,

Sincerely,
i") L,Cle

Williem A, M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H, Barr, Jr.
ThHe Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York
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WILLIAM A .M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

February 1, 1955

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Barr:

Mr. Burden regrets that having been swamped
with work just before leaving for Florida he failed to
acknowledge receipt of your letter of January 18th with
which you enclosed the minutes of the meeting of the
Commission on Art of the National Council of Churches.
He was glad to receive them and read them with much
interest.

Very truly yours,
AW e

Secretary to
William A. M. Burden
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Dear 3111:
!hn aro t.hs ulnntu of a rucent. nutim of the
Cumiuiou m s\rt. of tha Hatioml caumn of chumhn.

ruardnd my inti
I thought they ll.'tsht be of some interest to you.

S dim &t

: Sincerely,

Mr. William A. M. Burden

630 Fifth Averme

New York 20, New York
630 Fifuh nm.w-

AHBIma York 20, Fes Yok

AR
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January b, 1955

Dear Bill:
-Dr. Meyer's son-in-law has written to say
he's in Morocco, but that he forwarded my letter
. m'hin'nbmt the Roussesus

~8inceraly,

Mr. William A. Mo Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
New York 20, New York

AHP:ma

PR - —"vr“‘*i"f'-—v-.;‘-s. _‘:_
T A R R T
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DR. CARLO v CASTELRERG
o/o DESCO de Schulthess
P.0, Box

-

agurich 39

Mr. Alfred H, Barr
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

Zurich, December 20, 1954

letter of December Tih sddressed to my father-
Meyer in Zurich, T wish to inform you that
Dr. Meyver is sbsent in Morocco until middle of Pabruary.

I heve past on

on your letter to Dr. Meyer.

Sinceraely,

/L:ZJ‘ — ’&E‘C‘“\—D
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adEsine?

Dear Bills

630 Fifth Avenue

AHB:ma
Fx """’ﬁﬁ s
3 1.‘ * $' 5 G
E L B
, - YRR )
.!,:. Il- - g‘; ;;.!,:%;f
BRI |
g, )
_4-_. "" ;

George Dix of the Durlacher Callery has just
phoned to say that the Francis Bacon Shipment has just come
in. Would you like to see them before anybody else? If so

perhaps you had better act promptly.

Mr. William A, M. Burden
New York 20, New York

e

WHAMEB - Ca

October 1, 1953

Sincerely,



