CONDITIONS OF USE FOR THIS PDF

The images contained within this PDF may be used for private study, scholarship, and
research only. They may not be published in print, posted on the internet, or exhibited. They
may not be donated, sold, or otherwise transferred to another individual or repository without
the written permission of The Museum of Modern Art Archives.

When publication is intended, publication-quality images must be obtained from SCALA
Group, the Museum’s agent for licensing and distribution of images to outside publishers and
researchers.

If you wish to quote any of this material in a publication, an application for permission to publish
must be submitted to the MoMA Archives. This stipulation also applies to dissertations and
theses. All references to materials should cite the archival collection and folder, and
acknowledge “The Museum of Modern Art Archives, New York.”

Whether publishing an image or quoting text, you are responsible for obtaining any consents
or permissions which may be necessary in connection with any use of the archival materials,
including, without limitation, any necessary authorizations from the copyright holder thereof or
from any individual depicted therein.

In requesting and accepting this reproduction, you are agreeing to indemnify and hold
harmless The Museum of Modern Art, its agents and employees against all claims, demands,
costs and expenses incurred by copyright infringement or any other legal or regulatory cause
of action arising from the use of this material.

NOTICE: WARNING CONCERNING COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Under certain conditions specified
in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a photocopy or other reproduction.
One of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is not to be “used for
any purpose other than private study, scholarship, or research.” If a user makes a request for,
or later uses, a photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair use,” that user may
be liable for copyright infringement.




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Series.Folder:

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY T.A.34%
. ¥ 3

RALD rTRIBUNE

To Observe
Bible Sunday

Seriptures Theme
Of Sermons, Exhibits

Universal Bible Sunday will
be widely observed tomorrow in
the city's Protestant churches,
of all denominations under

sponsorship of the New York|
Bible Society, currently cele-
brating its 151st anniversary,

Special readings and sermons
concerning the place of the
Bible in church life will be
heard, and collections will be
devoted to the soclety's work.
A eampaign is under way to dis-
tribute the Scriptures to every
family in the five boroughs
through house-to-house visits.

ing. Already 380,000 Gospels,
Testaments and Bibles have
been distributed in a score of
different languages.

Spanish Bible Revised
The first major revision of
the Spanish-language Bible in
almost four centuries was an-
nounced yesterday as part of
the Universal Bible Sunday
program, It Is designed to meet
the needs of the increasing
Spanish-speaking population in
New York and the expanding
Seripture distribution in Latin
America. In the United States,
Spanish is second only to Eng-
lish in popularity for Scripture

reading.

The revised Spanish -lan-
guage Bible is the result of ten
years' work by evangelical
scholars—eighty for the Old
Testament, sixty for the New—
sponsored by the American
Bible Soclety and the British
and Foreign Bible Eociety.
Based on the Reina-Valera
Bible published in 1569, it has
changed words only when time
has altered or vulgarized their
meaning, and it contains many
modern editorial conveniences.
The American Bible Society
announced also that transla-
tions of the Scriptures are
available In sixty-eight lan-

the only reading material
known to the natives.

Presenting Bible

Leonard W. Mayo will present
a new Bible to the congregation
of the New York City Mission's
Church of the Crossroads, Pres-
byterlan, 242 E. 14th St, to-
morrow at the 11 a. m. observ-
ance of Bible Sunday. Mr. Mayo,
executive director of the Associ-
ation for the Aid of Crippled
Children, is a grandson of the
late Rev. John Dooly, an East
Side orphan who grew up to be
the founder of the old Broome

Volunteer teams are co-operat-|

Herald Tribune photo by Nat Fein
NATIVITY SCENE—Creche outside St. Anthony's Church at 151 Thompson St.,
illustrating the whole scene at the first Christmas. The original display, begun by
the Rev. Arthur Lattanzi, pastor of the church. has been expanded in recent years.

Church Council Warned

Nativity Scene

On Display

Spellman’s
Party to Aid
Foundlings

He’ll Leave Friday
For Overseas Bases

Franeis Cardinal Spellman’
will greet hundreds of New York,
friends of the New York
Foundling Hospital at his an-
nual Christmas reception at the
Waldorf-Astoria, Wednesday

from 3 to 6 p. m.
The Cardinal will give his
Christmas blessing to all pres-
ent,asltwulbehlsl.&stwbﬁe

appearance before leaving on
Friday for his annual Christ-
mas visit to the armed forces
overseas. He will leave Idlewild
Airport at 6 p. m. aboard &
Northwest Jet Flight to Anchor-
age, Alaska. He will celebrate
Christmas Eve mass at Thule
Air Force Base, in Greenland,
and Christmass mass the next
day at the Army Ice Tunnel
He will return to New York on

a total of seventeen days on the
“DEW" ling (Distant Emer-
gency Warning Line).
Presents for Children
Children from the Foundling
Hospital will Teceive presents
at the Waldorf-Astoria recep-
tion, and the St. Vincent Ferrer
Choir will sing Christmas carols.

St. Anthony's Church nativity
which grows both

and  popularityicare for one foundling for five
each Christmas season, is again days, Cardinal Spellman an-
on view, The display is outside

he church at 151 Thompson U
|reception at this rate, and that| T Ded

Arthur Lattanei,|the total of gifts, clothing and
{pastor of the church, put up thi
{s'original display, a cre

On ‘Frightened Timidity’

post with other ‘assembly of-
ficers, The ceremony was Car-
ried out before & geyenty-foot
of high painting of Christ as @
for the speakers:
platform, The officers were at-|5
tired in pulpit robas and aca-
demic gowns, Mr. Miljer
his Oxford hogd. He
board chairman of ¢

Engine Co., of Columpus, Ind-

By Jo-ann Price
SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 9.—

Churches wound up its six-day
assembly here today
warning from its new layman
Irwin Miller of
Columbus, Ind. against setting

timidity" in anm era of “swift
and continuing change.”

Mr. Miller told delegates at proved resolutions
a luncheon in his honor that!following measures;

e been placed
. llustrate|of children admitted to the new
lthe whole scene at the first building at 1175 Third Ave. is|

Refreshments, including milk
ifor the children, will be served.

The admission gift of $25 will

nounced that last year more
han 2,000 persons attended the

e toys, already received this year

che, scv-|g1'eat1y exceeds the gifts of pre-
then,|

|figures of the Wise Men, angels
land shepherds hav
th lputeide the ereche to i

vious years. However, ne added,
lthc need is greater than ever
lthis year because the number

Isteadily increasing.

“this is an age in which all|
Amerieans seem to want to go/by law the righi of ggllective
back to something.” Churches, bargaining on & par with.wage
he said, should not succumb tojearners in Industry:

“repeating over and over the|
guages and dialects of Central{same old programs, without|Federal government foyard the
Africa and that these are often|bothering to give them serious|goals of greater distription of
If|surplus food, greater g.ghnical
this should happen, he sald, assistance and aid fop
“then we shall cut a fine figure deyvglopment. in peady.;.
indeed as we speak out agair
complacency and a love for t

Extenslon to migran gorkers

More vigorous action by the

ty~ Projection of a “ney
g of Protestantism becgyge thel!

New Year's Day after spending) will

Worship

Religiot

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

status quo.” Mr, Miller con: present “image” results jpis 1oW/or

“Christian bodies have thieyouths and by contemporai¥
habit of complaining about the|artists and writers, :
shallowness, the extravagance,| bi
and the waste of our civiliza-|dependent children to pgevent|™ 24
As those responsible for|discrimination against jlegiti-

Extension of Federa)

Sunday—11 AL and 4:30 PM,

the conduct and success gf this mate children,
councll, we must, therefore, in|

our own deeds, actions, and'membership the Syrian (Qrtho-
nroceedings, offer an example/dox) Church of Antioch, With
American Archdiocesail

of what we urge.”

Btreet Tabernacle, now demol-
fshed, but whose corpguiies
preserved in the nee
church. ¥

_'I‘hv counell president spoke rie
- @ he'N. J. 1t has 50,000 members,

Christian ScienceS

BRANCHES OF THE MOTHER CHURCH
The First Church of Christ, Sclenilst, Bosten
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, Will Sponsor City
ervance in Churches

¢\ Enthralls Christmas

v

€rs| (ALLT0 NEW AINS

City's S
Shog

§ -

~ By JOHN WICKLEIN

ersal Bible Sunday will

‘be observed tomorrow in a num-
bét of Protestant churches here
_and o the country, In the city
Lthe o ances will bBé spon-
#=ved by the New York Bible
Soctely, which is dedicated to
wAssemination of the Serip-

,  The soclety was founded in
1808, when the city's population
I’ﬁ}. £3,000. was concentrated in
ttan  below Houston|

L Street.” (It distributed 1,900
copies of the Scriptures that
first year as compared to more
than a million Gospels, Testa-
ments and Bibles in seventy
languages distributed this year.
At t the soclety iz en-
wigaged In family-to-family visits
, every home in the city,
cing texts in the hands of as

any who will receive them,

scope of tinsel, holly and ever-
green, And the display spreads
across Thirty-fourth Street to
Macy's and Gimbels.

Frome over the world millions
of persons come to New York

shopping.
In the windows they can find
nearly everything there is 1o
buy—from an $8,500 tree orna-
ment, gloricusly alone

doliar jewelry.
And

an ascension balloon,

%91 At the Church of the Cross-
Uonds; Presbyterian, 242 Basc

A teenth Street, Leonard W.
yo will prescnt a new pulpit

B ble 'ﬁ the congregation in the
“F1°A. M. service tomorrow,
B My Ma

P of the A

ng}:-m of Crippled Children.
js the grandson of the Rev.

’ 53

2 Doaly, founder of the New
Mission Society’s Broome
. Tabernacle, This church

:j in 1958 with the Cross-

1 schurch, which is also con-

1) ted by the mission society.
‘the service the sermon will

: ﬁrmhed by the society's ex-
ve director, the Rev, David

. Barry.

Spanish Bible Revision

"J‘he American Bible Society
ounced vesterday the first

;’ revision of the Spanish-
5 gge Protestant  Bible
feiiice . it was published four
. centuries ago.

The versian, the Reina-Valera
e, was translated by Casio-
de Reina and published in
. It was revised soon after-

rd by Reina's colleague,
e fo de Valera.
‘group of evangelical schol-

¥ d¥s from Mexico to Chile began
“the current revislon in 1950,

‘. ~Boclety officials noted that

grandeur of the Reina-

erg text had been preserved,

ut that it was often neressary

‘to’ use new words wherg time

$7Rid altered the meanings of

the old.
The 1569 edition was nick-
“Bear

Bible s Being displayed at
House, 450 Park Avenue.

:{‘;”_ Labor Grievance Series
The Social Actlon Depart-
m:f the Roman Catholic
of Brooklyn pling a
es of programs on solving
Hevances that narise under

r‘%::::t\re- bargaining  agree-
i ents,
6o serles will run for eight
mudayn beginning Jan, 24 At
» Brooklyn Adult Education
ler, Bt Joseph's Commercial
“High' School, Bridge and Wil-
“ovighby Btreets, and for elght
“Wednesdays bngi_nnln Jan, 26
4t the Queens Adult Bducation
ter, Dominican Commereial
h ool, 161st Streel and
th Averue.

i Rabibi to Be Honored

jon for|

Lord & Taylor yesterday.

Each place of business has its|brass bell to attract'§

|own distinetive touch.

- | Elizabeth Arden has garland-
¥o Is executive di=\oq the reg door, through which

to do their Christmas window|

in a
window at Titfany & Co, to a
lavish Woolworth display of

they can find many
things, too, that are not to buy
but just to wonder at, like the
mechanical fantasies of travel—
a heli-
copter, a side-wheel steamer, af
train and a rocket—unveiled by

ok By wassEpraaes s L L | R ISSEIREE L

The extravagant holiday dis-(to the Ragkefellee C cué%]%. Head of Natignal Council
finy that has made Fidth Aves|mas 1c6e, o tranatormeq) Wants Church Voice Used
o e finto red velvet ca¥es stufted| in Every Area of Life
continued yesterday when Lord wlr_;réat éolde;ﬁ els ‘hover
& Taylor unveiled its Christmas|gyer the entrances io W, & J, By GEORGE DUGAN
windows. . 11 1810ane, hoIdlnE aloft sweeping =)

From the Pultizer Fountaln|festoons of Mlghts. ‘Over the Bpeclal fo Trs New Yok I
at Fifty-ninth Street to the Bm-|marquee of ONIPACHE concen-| SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 9—
pire State Bullding at THIrty|tris cireles of HENtS are sys. The new president of the Na-
fourth the avenue is a kaleido-|pended to form & n, blue tlonal Council of Churches

and white Christmastree,

b 5 called on American Protestant-
Even the talent = the chyme.

ism today to make its volce
heard in every area of life.

The call by J. Irwin Miller
|was in his first address since

ster/is drawn upon. In‘the win-
dows of Oppenheill Collins,
pordered in orange Ml than
the traditional or green

placards proclaim: & |his election yesterday to head
wityas the night before|the cooperative religious body
Christmas/And 21l thrugh our|that represents most of the
store/Christmas cheéfubs were|country's major Protestant de-
hunting/For one presént move,” \nomination. Its six-day trien-
All along the WAy, pn Fifth|nial general assembly ended to-
Avenue and Thir,r-faurr.h‘day. F
Street, huge concréty flower| Mr. Miller, an industrialist at
pots, filled with evergriens, line| Columbus, Ind., is the first lay-

the curb. The city silute to{man to head the il since

the Seasons, which pliéed them|its formation in 1850.

there, has planted drcles of| "“This is an age in which all

red-dyed ruscus in mq, 1o lend|too many Americans seéem tﬁ

a holiday touch: |want to go back to something,
Here and there afghivering|he declared in his address to-

|danta Claus standsibeside = day. "When the church offers
Iwooden chimney jsgling' aan example of frightened timi-

contri-|dity before the new apportuni-
|butions of passershyf for the ties of our day, wistfully wish-

ing we could go back to some
simple life on the farm, society
is not likely to take its direc-

|Christmas dinners seifed by the|
|Yo]|mlet‘r5 of Amerit

And everywhere fhere’ are)

pass women in search of beauty,
with a rope of evergreen and
tinsel, interwoven with roses.
Over the entrance to Bonwit
Teller a string of sleighbells
fingles, In the windows ‘fan-
tastic blue and white fagades of
houses and cathedrals’ are
pierced by startling openings
to"red interiors.

High on the front of Saks
Fifth Avenue a cholr of carolers,
thelr songs recorded, stares fix-
edly across the Channel Gardens

INVENTION HELPS
BY PEDALING ART

Pressure on Clavicon Levers
by Artist as He Listens to
Music Directs Brushes

peoplée—people  hu
people lingering; t
fashion, her white pg
ing & red swealer
youth in racoon codf
brown beard; a moth
child, crying becauss
came off; the chattfiing girls,
arms overflowing will bundles;
the English gentl@an with
walking stick and #erby, and
the anonymous onef in cloth|
coals no one ever nolices.

0.A.S. MAPS CHANGE |
IN ECONOMIC BODY
Bpecial to The

WASHINGTON. "o, 9—A
special commiittee o the Or-
ganization of American States|
adopted recommendations today |
to reform and reyitalize lhci

Inter-American Egopomic and|

Bocial Council, |

The council waig greated in
1948 when the charterof the OT-|

ganization of Amepjcan States|
was adopted at Bogoté, Colom-= |

To make pictures, man
through the ages has used vary-
ing. techniques: the dribble
method, finger painting, b?nldi
brushes, trowels, sponges, blot\hia Its purpose e pro-|
ters, rags and other aids, s thPE MU\:‘*:;‘C i d"m_:

Now it s possible to press &|cial welfare of the American
couple of pedals and let theinations.

Hortschaft of 90 LaSalle Street,|agenda for submisgjon to_the
who sald at a demonstation yes-|sccond meeting of Fy,pnce Min=
tardiy that his invention, whichlsters.

he calls a Clavicon, reflects the| Approval of the wmanﬂﬂ'
personality of the aperator, or|tions by the O, A, § gouncil I8
i direct response to music, reported certain,

tions from the church."
Finds Time of Testing
He sald that a time of test-
ing had arrived for the inter-
denominational church body
after ten years devoted to knit-
ting of its membership together.

ARMENIAN

GOSPEL TABERNACLE 2z |
Pastér Paris W, Reidhead Speaking
11 AM—"Go On Usnts ey

ST. GREGORY
" Mating & Litarer,

The lluminaton

sl p st

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD

ny St

'BAPT
Sunday

GLAD TIDINGS

o DA AT AL 3 kT R
ISMAL SERVICE,

TABERNACLE
Pasier

7PM.
(all ageni—3 P

nly the personal example of
its members, he asserted, would
determine “whether this couneil
is only another large organiza-
tion in an already over-organized
society or whether it truly is a
Christian instrument of great
strength and sharpness, pecul-
jarly adapted to the needs of
our day."

“Christian hodies have the
habit of complaining about the
shallowness, the extravagance
and the waste of our civiliza-
tion,"” he went on. “If our wor-
ship, liturgy, music, art, writ-
ings and preaching are dull,
dusty, second-rate, cherished by
us only because they are com-
fortable and familiar, because
we lack the zeal and the imagi-
nation to reshape them in excit-
ing and relevant terms, then
our complaints about the shal-
lowness and medioerity of
soclety will turn out to be just
that—only complaints."

The assembly’s business ses-
slon did today the following:
| @Asked intensified effort to

BAHA

N.Y. BAHA'I CENTER

LEE
#:15—-Discusaion: Divine Art of Liviag

8L
3““#‘:‘:—

BAHAI

BAHAI LECTURES

Every Monday
Carevan House, 133

nl“.sl‘l:

BAPTIST

(alvary Baptist

133 W. 5Tth Street (bet.
phe s

Tih Aves.

W. Theedore T
7 pm~"Prolity of His Coming

A S amegton
11, am.—Miisslon Rep &

o

about *responsible and demo-
|eratic labor organization™ for
these workers.

One of the last acts of the
business session was the adop-
tion of n declsion to send

M. Herrschalt, a bellever in
the satisfying property of “di-|
regt rtesponse,” prepared the
stage for a "painting.” |

Ho filled four brushes with

RELIGIOUS

R - - il

SERVICES

MADISON AVE,

machine worry about techmique| The United St ong - (have employers, £
and the finished product, garded the CDH:QF.? h":nt mﬁfl’l- :ulmrnll\es and church-related| ?‘ms:u':;;";m
The painting mechine is an|clent erganization, paply direct-|RE end discr tion. In| RF IR A O amair
aluminum box on legs, meas-|ed and incompetently, taffed. |employment on the basis Off 11 AN HEAVEN AND MELL™
uring 2 by 3 feet, equipped witl| Under the changis approved race wior and religion. s f,%m%.
brushes, a simple mechanism|today the council wepjd ne jong-| 9Urged extension of the Fed- T::Lrge—ﬁuumr EVE; o
and a mind of its own. It i8jer be a permuney y It |eral minimum wage of §1 an u‘ni"éé“?!‘
usually used to the accompani-|would hold two mm.-t.h nymr.'hnnr to the 1.008.01!0 migratary Mkﬂ:n:o il .mwll.
ment of music, The tivst would he eeting of |farm workers and gontinuntlon . far o 3
It was Invented by Willlam|technical experts o prgpare 80 of current efforts” to bring r?&w I

—dLL ARF WELOOME—

Nl w

Manhattan Baptist

(RO
T S

A M~ TIE 3 Iqﬁ: |
James WHE ol T
RARSRE SR

water-colors and he attached
them to & box-like arrangement
polsed over the “easel—" the|.
aluminum case, Into the case he
plaged a wet paper.

Then he Ilyudu'c‘frorﬂlg

o
oL

'MARBLE (0
iy A

g of

own |} von

—_—
i LLEGIATE CHURCH
ﬂwlﬂ!ld Chuareh in a\mnu\_

LLEGIATE CHURCH
at 29th

Street

Nortlh Baptist S
R, TRk, QAR L N
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Church BUILdING and ARCHITECTURE

national council of the churches Of ChRIST i e usa.

75 RIVERSIOE ORIVE, NEW YORK 27, N. V. Riverside 9-2200

J. Iwin miller, presidbent REV. ROY G. ROSS, GENERAL SECRETARY

ec: AHB
SCOTT TURNER RICENOUR : Greensbor.

EXECUTIVE dIRECTOR 7 = i
: Y| roved
p,

Auzust 23, 1962.

Dr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.,
The Museum of Modern Art,
11 - West 53rd Street,
New York 19, New York.

Dear Dr. Barr:

We are inviting a number of leading architects, artists, worship leaders
and church executives for a2 luncheon meeting on Friday, September the 28th
in a private dining room at the Interchurch Center, L75 Riverside Drive, New
York City. The purpose will be to advise on plans for a stage design and
worship setting for the Triennial General Assembly of the National Couneil
of Churches.

the best in cmtemporary art, 1ay—out. and design.
: : of someone

to act in your stead.

May we hear from you?

Sincerely,

%@ﬂw '

Fo—
S.T. Ritenour, Executive Director,
Dept. of Church Building & Architecture,
NCCCUSA
Enel: Return Envelope.

STR/hn

A department Of the division Of home missions




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:

AHB I.A.349

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

national council of the churches Of ChRIST i e usa.

475 RIVERSIOE ORIVE, NEW YORK 27, N. V. Riverside 9-2200

1. IRwin miller, president REV. ROV G. ROSS, GENERAL SECRETARY

REV. . quinter millen
ASSISTANT GENERAL SECRETARY

for field operations . it Ang'ust 27, ] 962

Dr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
11 West 53rd Street
New York 19, N. Y.

Dear Dr. Barr:

The Triennial General Assembly of the National Council of Churches will meet in
Convention Hall at Philadelphia on December 1 - 7, 1963.

This Assembly will bring together from four to five thousand representatives of
the member communions of the National Council of Churches in addition to thousands
of persons from the general public in Philadelphia and vicinity.

The voting body of the Council is the means through which the churches govern and
direct the Council's ecumenical ministry. The program theme will be "Servants
of the Eternal Christ™.

One phase of program preparation is the choice of a stage design and worship set-
ting for the auditorium. Dr. B. P. Murphy, of Philadelphia, has accepted the
chairmanship, and the Rev. S. Turner Ritenour, my colleague in the Department of
Church Building, has accepted the staff executive leadership of a committee to
develop an appropriate stage design and worship setting for this occasion.

Following consultation with them and in line with the authorization given by the
Executive Committee, I am writing to invite you to participate in a consultation
to formulate plans for the stage design and worship setting.

About a dozen persons, including architects, artists, worship leaders and church
executives, will meet in the Stamm Room on the fifth floor of the Interchurch Cen-
ter, L75 Riverside Drive, New York City, on Friday, September 28, 1962. Will you
be our guest for lunch, beginning at one o'clock (with adjournment projected for
four ofclock) in order to advise with Dr. Murphy and Mr. Ritenour concerning pro-
posed steps which should be taken to assure an inspiring and creative portrayal
of the Church!s mission as "Servants of the Eternal Christ".

Please indicate on the enclosed cayd your acceptance of this invitation and your
intention to be present. I sincergly hope you will be able to render this ser-
ice.
# Cordially yours,
A

’

Re fned (31,‘“‘..,&:. p S S
3 Sigpectlay e J. Quinter Miller
o Executive Secretary, 1963 General Assembly
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division of christian Life and wWork

national council of the churches Of CNRIST i we usa.

475 RIVERSIOE ORIVE, NEW YORK 27, Nn. V. Riverside 9-2200

J- IRWIn miller, president REV. ROV G. ROSS, GENERAL SECRELARY

REV, norman ), saughen
chamrman

<. arild olsen
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

February 2, 1961.

Mr, Alfred H, Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art,
New York 19, N.Y,

Dear Mr, Barr:

I am writing on behalf of the Division of Christian
Life and VWork to inform you of your election to the Department
of Worship and the Arts, one of its eight constituent Depart-
ments. We sincerely hope that you will accept,

Through this participation in the work of the Depart-
ment of Worship and the Arts you will join clergy and laymen
from all sections of the United States. Furthermore the member-
ship of the Department is not only geographically dispersed but
includes broad representation from all the arts together with
persons who have a general concern for American culture,

We fully realize that a number of those asked to serve
as members of the General Committee of the Department will not
be able to participate directly, Nonetheless we want to assure
you that your acceptance of membership in itself represents an
important form of participation. Manifestly we hope that you
will find it possible to attend meetings and in other ways assist
in the planning and fulfillment of the Department's emphases and

programs,

With hope that we can have your help as a member of the
Department of Worship and the Arts, I am

Sincerely yours,

i
4/(, PN [ Aty f'! wi/
Normar/ . Baugherf
NJB:1k Chairman .

gev. hanold haas, miss thaelma stevens, VLo hal@mon * REV. GARMNER M. DAY, SECRETARY

gev. NAROLD C. LELLS, ASEOCIATE EXCCULIVE SCCRETARY

PASTOMRA SERVICES pacial and cultural Relations « SOCIAL Welfare

SEPARTMENTS: INTERMATIONAL AffAIRS =
« paliglous hperty « stewardship and penavolénce

the church and gconomic hfe = worship and the arts
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LRUMAN B, dOUGIASS - 5 - Ned
chaeman Oovember 1., 1€ .

marvin p. halverson
EXECUTIVE MIRECTON

My, Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Mageum of Modern Art,
21 West 53rd Street,

New York 19, N.Y.

Dear Alfred:

It was pleasant indeed seeinz you the other day and I was par-
tieularly delighted with the way ideas were popping over the possibility
of a series of films. Since then I have telked with Truman Douclass, the
Chairman of the Department, who resmonded to my report on our conversation
with great enthusiasm. But even more encouraging than his personal accord
was his belief that this is one project for which finsneing can be arranged.
He believes it nossible to secure some initial underwriting from one or more
denominations (ineluding the Board of Home Missions of the Congregational
Churches of which he is the head) on the basis of which we then can appeal
+o & foundation for further suvport. He shares in the belief that a dozen
or more films on art would have great influence and possess considerable
flexibility of use. The films could be showm on television, in local churches,
in ecolleges and theological seminaries and by foreign mission boards overseas.
One interesting development in the churches is the groving interest in art with-
in denominational foreign mission boards making them possible sources of suoport.

Trumen Douglass agreed that we must retain firm control over the develo-
ment and execution of the vproject. Distribution counld be in the hands of the
Broadeasting and Film Commission of the National Counecil as might be insisted
upon in terms of our protoeol, but it is essential that we exercise comnlete
control over the enternrise through production in order to insure quality.

On an attached sheet I have listed the subjects Dr. Visser 't Hooft
of the World Council of Churches mentioned this sumer which I spoke of over
lmech. It does not represent my own opinion in all respects and certainly we
would need a emall cormittee to commence developing a list of subjects to be

eovered and persong to be involved.

To get this project launched cffectively it is necessary that we re-
ceive a mendate from the General Committee of the Pepartment at its meeting on
Friday, November 18th. Trumen Douglass expressed the fervent hope that you can

A unit of the division of christian Life and WORkK

separiment offiCeERs « chamman: LRUMAN B SouGlass « vice chammaean: aljae & h, panE, 1B MARGAN . NOYES

paul §, Tilhic h mis. D P VAN DUSEN = BRECORDING sCCRL ARy : samual b, mitlen
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A fred H. Barr, Jr, November 11, 1960

be H:Lth ug for at least an hour or two that day to present the nroposel. The
authority of your interest and commendation would carry weight in seeking funds

from the denominations as well as establish the competence which could be brought
to the nroject through our Denartment.

I shall vut the proposal as we discussed it over lunch into a pre-
liminary form this week-end and have it on your desk Monday for your comment,
corrections and additions. Fortunately, at this stage it is not necessary to
have a detailed outline of the total projeet or to nresent a carefully calcu-
lated budget. But it is necessary to have Departmental approval of a project
wnich involves a request for funds. We will gladly put this item on the agenda
at a point in the day as convenient to vou as nossible., It could be made the
order of the day at 11:00 AM. or 11:30 AM, or

&:OO PM, I will esTT Vour orrice on Monony Bs well as hav% s
acheme on vour desk. This can be a highly significant venture so I hope you
can be with us for a short time &t least on Friday, November 18th.

Sincerely, .

MM@

MPH:1k
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Visser 't Hooft list

Byzentine icons
. mosaies

Rugsian icons

Griinewald

Fra Angelico (tie in with Savonayola)

Diirer

Blake

Van Gogh

Rousult

German expressionism

E1 Greco

Giotto (tie in with St. Francis)

Van Eycks

Bosch

Christ among the vrimitives
Emmaus theme
Prodigal Son theme

Seulpture

Architectures historv and development
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71 Greco

Giatto

Housult

A UMIL of the division Of chrstian Life and WoRrk

OEpPARTMENT of WORrshIp and the€ aARLS

" . 3 T 3. NOYVEs
oepaRtment ofHceRs - chalgman: tRuman B douglass « vice chammaen: alfoed . naw, @ MORGan . noy
oep v - : ANt !
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d€Epartment of worzshnp and r,he ARTS

national council of the churches of ChRIST i we usa

475 RIVERSIOE ORIVE, NEW YORK 27, N. V. Rlverside 9-2200

REV. OWIN €. dahlBeERG, president REV. ROY G. ROSS, GENERAL SECRETARY

LRUmMAN B Souglass

chamrman

marvin p. halvenrson l'lnvemher 17, ‘1960.
EXECUTIVE MIRECTOR

¥r, Elfred H, Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
21 Vest 53rd Street,
New York 19, N.Y.

Dear &l1fred: Filmss on Art: e project for the Commission on Art

This proposed project involves the production of films on great
artiste and religiout themes in art to be done if possible both in eolor
and black and white. The films would be approximately 28 minutes in
length, thereby making them useabhle on 30 minute television nrograms.
However, the filmg would be designed for multiple use having in mind
churches, theological seminaries and other schoole, colleges and mniver-
gities as well as churches and missions over_seas. The need for films
on art in such institutions becomes increasineglv apparent with the con-
tinued growth of interest in art and religion throughout the eountry.
The vsefulness of such a series as well as its urgent need are widely
apparent.

The formet should provide that the subject on each film be dis-
cussed by a theologian, &n art historian or critic who would be gelected
on the basgis of competence and aporopriateness. Thus, for example, the
£i1m on Rouault might involve Jacoues Mantein as the commentator ﬂnd Paul
Ti11lich might aovnroprietely deal with the religious meanings in modern art.
T include more than one commentator on each film would conspire to draw
attention awav from the works themselves. While the films must be produced

with the church and lay public in mind, the highest stendards of selection
of material evelustion and nroduction must prevail

Among the subjects to be considered for such a series might be:
Diinen B T sed,
G'r*ﬂ_{nnur'lld' T VN S
F'r j‘_ni—:-f.- lico
Ve Gogh ‘

Bldke T Rt
F1 Greco

Giatto

Hrrsthe

Rougult

A URIL Of the division OF christan Life and work
SepaRtment officens « ChaiRman tRUMAN B douGlass « vice chaRmen: atjeed M. BARR, R MORGAN P. NOYVEsS

paul j. mlhch mes. h povan dusen * RECORDING RECRELARY: SAMUL L h, mullen
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“4he Varn Evake
Germen expressionism
Byzentine apb movatcs

Alfred H. Barr, Jr,

as well as themes such as
' Tl
t
ondirml Son
Nt
In ofder to vroceed with the devel opment of the project and the
formulation of a budget, authorization is requested for a committee which

will have nower to act and will be authorized to secure funds from founda—
tions and other possible sources.

Ldncex ely VOWSW

l-iarvin P. Halverson

MPH:1k

Signed in Mr. Halverson's sbsence
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Oepartment of worship and the arRts

national council of the churches of ChRIST i e usa

475 RIVERSIOE ORIVE, NEW YORK 27, N. V. Riverside 9-2200

REV. edWIn €. dahlBeRG, prREsIdENt REV. ROY G. ROSS, GENERAL SECRETARY

LRUmMAN B OOuGlass
chamman Dietated - W ovember 19 y 1960,
maRVIT . halverson Iyped - November 21, 1960,

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Mr. Alfred H. Baxr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art,
21 West 53rd St.

New York, 19, N.¥,

Dear Alfred:

I am dictating this note Saturday afternoon just
before leaving for the Midwest and for the General Assenmbly
of the National Couneil of Churches in San Francisco., Since
I will not get back until the 15th of December I want to send
this word of aporeciation for the splendid presentation youn
made yesterdav afternoon, You may not have realized it at the
time but you made a profound impression on the members of the
Committee and after you left there was mich enthusiasm regis-
tered over the project.

Sincerely vours,

Marvin P, Halverson

MPH:1k

Dietated by Mr. Halverson
Signed in his absence

A UMt of the division of christian Life and work
o CHAIRMAN: TRUWMAN B, SouGIAss « vice chaiRrmen: alfeed h, pans, ju. MORGAN P NOYOs

separtment officers
pecoORMNG focRetaRy: samuel h, millen

paul 3. vithich mus. b, o van dusen -
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~ Women’s Group
To Be Assisted
At Theatre Fete

Showing of ‘Camelot’ at
Majestic Dec. 19 to Aid | |
Handicraft Exchange

Tickets are still available for
the Dec, 19 performance of
*'Camelot” at the Majestic The-| i
atre for the benefit of the New
York BExchange for Woman's
Work. They may be purchased
from Mrs, Gillette Boland of
232 East Sixty-second Street.

The committee planning the
event is headed by Mrs, Robert
L, Hamill and Mrs. John Amos

Norman, They are being aided] AIDES: Mrs. Willmm

Betrothed to Gra’
of College in D

m-uum June.
C. Spence, left, Mrs. John |" Miler of the

by a junior committee, whose
membership includes Mrs, Wil-

1 Harding, Mrs, Geor,
D. Prn.tt.l\tr sndlﬂ's.'l‘hay%g
Mrs. Dexter Blagden,
Cm-tug!.mh: McCloy and James,

Mk
Bromwell Ault, Mrs, Harry P,

ham, Mrs, Fergus Reid Jr.|i

and Mrs. Harold I, Pratt,
Others are Mrs. Mellon Bruce.
Mrs. George F, Baker, Mrs. S,
Sloan Colt, Mrs, Leonard Clark
Feathers, . Joseph Verner
Reed, Charles C. Auchincloss,
Mr, and Mrs, James McVickar
and, Mr, and Mrs, Howard
8. Cullman, Mrs, Willlam
Francis - Gibbs, Mr, and Mrs,
H. Lawrence Bo%Dr}e Jr, and
, Manice de st Lock-

Lieut, Lawrence Brown
Marries Gail Kaufmann

Special to The New York Times,
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L. I,

Amos Norman, center, and Mrs, Robert L. Hamill |the

meet at Carlton House to discuss Dec. 19 benefit of
“Camelot™ at the Majestic Theatre, The event will

n and Work of
3, position you
I%. As Vice-

Barbara Davey, ,

'52 Debutante F
to Princeton |

—Mr
il h_am.

LNE Aarts » rRebigious LBERTY o sTEWARLDENID AND peEnevolence

_aid_the New York Exchange for Woman's Work.
. ! welcome you as

> I have word from
¥ this important body.

P'rancisco, California,

of the National Coun-
Assembly: Monday, Dec-

he Christian Education
ydnesday, December 7; and
W.M. The Visitors' Program
e other three sessions are
%S now to attend, Detailed

P Jeen or will be sent to you,

1sion mailed for your informa-
fws that notice of proposed amend-
1. The proposed amendment, re-
4 VI, Section 1, the deletion
“rscoring,

AT et Mind 1t possible to pay the expenses

Miss Barbara Ann Davey peosion Aaaembly. We trust that ways

+ you which will make your attendance

:losed reply card your plans regarding
to those indicating acceptance,

James StenSO': heartily to the Division Assembly at

To Be Marr

Sincerely yours,
z i k\lll,f.;/

Je Irwin Miller

—April N Vice-Chairman

SCCRELARY o REV. NAROLY C. LELER, ASSOOIALE EACCULIVE SECRELARY

Spec’ terrell,
GREF |
EpaARLMENTS Of the ivision

& BACIAL Aand cultural RElATIONS o SOCIAL welfare « chunch and economic life
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dIvIsion of christian Life and work

national council of the churches of ChRIST i e usa.

475 RIVERSIOE ORIVE, NnEW YORK 27, Nn. V. Rlverside 9-2200

REV. €dwin t. dahlBerg, PRESIDENT REV. RBOY G. ROSS, GENERAL SECRELARY

BIshop G. sRomley oxnam
chamman FAIREES 9’ 1960

C. amild olsen
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Mr, Alfred H, Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 27, N. Y.

Dear Mr, Barr:

We have been notified that you have been nominated to serve as an officer of the
Department of Worship and the Arts in the Division of Christian Iife and Work of
the National Council of Churches for the triennium 1960-63, In this position you
will also be appointed to serve as a member of the Division Assembly, As Vice-
Chairman of the Division of Christian Life and Work, T am happy to welcome you as

a regular voting representative on the Division Assembly. Unless I have word from
you to the contrary I shall assume your willingness to serve on this important bedy.

The next meeting of the Division Assembly will be held in San Francisco, California,
the week of December li, concurrently with the General Assembly of the National Coun-
¢il of Churches., There will be four sessions of the Division Assembly: Monday, Dec-
ember 5, at 8 P.M.; a Visitors' Program in conjunction with the Christian Education
Assembly at 9:30 A.M., and a regular session at 8 P.M. on Wednesday, December T7; and
a concluding plenary session Thursday, December 8 at 2:45 P.M. The Visitors' Program
will be held in the Arena at the Civic Auditorium, while the other three sessions are
scheduled to meet in Larkin Hall, I urge you to make plans now to attend. Detailed
announcements concerning hotels and program either have been or will be sent to you,

Enclosed you will find a copy of the By-Laws of the Division mailed for your informa-
tion and in accordance with the provision of the BysLaws that notice of proposed amend-
ments shall be given at the time the meeting is called. The proposed amendment, re-
commended by the Executive Board, is found in Article VI, Section 1, the deletion
indicated by brackets and the recommendation by underscoring.

The Division of Christian Life and Work has not found it possible to pay the expenses
of the representatives to the meeting of the Division Assembly. We trust that ways
and means may be found by your communion or by you which will make your attendance
possible. Will you please indicate on the enclosed reply card your plans regarding
attendance. frogram materials will be mailed to those indicating acceptance.

We shall look forward to welcoming you most heartily to the Division Assembly at

San Franciscoe ,
Sincerely yours,

Encle H
Jo Irwin Miller
5 Vice=Chairman

§. IRWIn mMIllER, VICE « HAIRITIAT & MRS Wi, sale tereell, secretany o REv. DAROLY C. IELEH, ARSOCIATE ENCCULIVE SEGRELARY

departments of the dwvision
teRnAtIOnal AMFARE o PAsTORAL ERVICEs o RACIAL ANd CULTURAL REIATIONS & SOCIAL WELfARE » cChuRch And goonomic Ufe
woRrship And the apts « neligious Lingnty « stewardship And senevolence
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

B v

Dafe. 27 May 1960

- Mrs, Lynda McNeur .
s MO 1-3313 s
1627 8th Avenue
San Francisco

San . Franeisco: ‘Chairman Natinnal Txhibition Of Council
of ‘Churchesyd Theyswish you to be the sole juror for the

show in December in San Francisco, as outlined in this

correspondence, She would 1ike you to wire today

.

Hr Falversan hae called about this today and yestewlay

£y

bat said thiss mom.ing heswould spaak to San Franecisco before
speaking tolyou,.
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dEPARTMENT of WORrship and the arts

NATIONAL council of the churches Of ChRIST m e usa

475 RIVERSIOE ORIVE, NnEW YORK 27, n. V. Riverside 9-2200

REV. edWIN L. dahleerg, PRESIdENTL REV. ROY G. ROSS, GENERAL SECRETARY

LRUMAN 6. douglass

chamrman

marvin p. halvérson
EXECUTIVE dRECTOR

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
Museum of Modern Art,
11 West 53rd Street,
New York 19, N, Y.

Dear Alfred:

I am sorry to trouble you with this scheme
but since it is being promoted by one of the units of
the National Council of Churches I am constrained to
get your reactions. Needless to say I was not involved
in the planning of this enterprise which to me seems
singularly unpromising, I shall eall you next week to
learn if we can have tea or lunch.

If all goes as planned I shall be taking off
for meetings in Europe on June 2nd so I would appreciate
a chance to see you before leaving.

Sineerely yours, )
Marvin P, Halverson

MPH:1k
Ene.

B.S. I am enclosing the original correspondence and would
appreciate having it returned to me as soon as you
have had an opportunity to look it over,

A unit of the division of christian life and work
departmant officers « chamman: LRUMAN B, douglass » vice chammen: alfged h, parg, o, MABRGAN . NOYEs

paul J, pilhich  mas, D, P, vAn duLEn « RECORMING sCCRetany: samuel ho miller
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DLS MUSEUM OF MODFRN ART

27 May 1960
MBS, LYNDA McNEUR

1627 EIGHTH AVENUE

SAN FRANCISCO, California

GREATLY REGRET PRESSURE OF WORK PREVENTS MY ACCEPTING

YOUR INVITATION TO SERVE ON JURY. WISH ALL SUCCESS TO
YOUR EXHIBITION,

ALFRED BARR

CHARGE MUSEUM COLLECTIONS
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MARVIN PIERCE HALVERSON

Dear Alfred,

Dy, Visser 't Hooft, the general
gsecretary of the World Council of Churches
will be in New York for a few days later
this month and I am inviting a number of
people to my apartment for cocktails on
February 24th to meet him. I know it
would please him to meet yon so I hope it
will be possible for you and Mrs. Barr to
come that day between 5:30 and 7:30.

Incidentally while he is in New York
he will be preparing a television broad-
cast for NBC based on his book "Rembrandt
and the Gospel,"

Sincerely,

February 11,1960 -
7 S8t. Luke's Place
New York 14
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23 March 1960

Dear Marvin:

I believe I will be on jury duty on April lst and
unable to attend the Commission on Architecture meeting. In
any case I should not be able to have lunch, so count me out.
If I can look in on the morning sessions, I'1l do so.
Meanwhile, thapk you for letting me kpow of the meeting.

Sincerely,

Mr. Marvin P. Halverson

Naticnal Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.5.A.
Li75 Riverside Drive

New York 27, New York

AHBima
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REV. EDWIN T. dahlBeERG, PRESIOENT REV. ROY (. ROSS, GENERAL SECRELARY

ERUWMAN . douGlass

charman

MARVIN P. RALVERSON

EXECULIVE DIRECTOR March 10, 1960.

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr,
Museum of Modern Art,
11 West 53rd Street,
New York 19, N. Y,
Dear Alfred:

I am sending you the announcement of a meet-
ing of the Department's Commission on Architecture which
vill be held on April lst because I think you might be
interested in attending these sessions.

Please let us know if it is possible for you
to attend.

Sincerely yours,

Marvin P. Halverson

A UNIG Of the Mivision of christan Life and woek

SEpARTMENT OFHICERS » CHAIRMAN T TRUMAN B, DOUGIASS « ViCe ChARmMEn: AEREd N, BARE, J0.  MORGAN P NOYEs

paut 5. tilheh mes, W van Husdn « BRECORMING SECRETARY samuel b, mullen
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U. §. A.

DEPARTMENT OF WORSHIP AND THE ARTS

ARCHITECTURE ART DRAMA LITERATURE MusiIc WORSHIP
297 FOURTH AVENUE NEW YORK 10, N. Y.

March 12, 1958,

Mr. A1fred H. Barr, Jr.,
The Museum of Modern Art,
11 West 53rd Street,

New York 19, N. Y.

Dear Alfred:

I am sending you the minutes of the Commission on Art meeting
revised in the light of your comments. I must apologize for havins sent
you such rough minutes but the notes which had been taken by a reporter
from UTS were not altogether adequate, as you can see from the attached
sumary which I would appreciate your returning for our files. Hovever,
I think in the present form full justice has been done to the discussion
although it lacks the comprehensiveness of previous minutes.

The notes do not indicate you appointed Andrew Ritchie the chair—
man of the committee to expand the list "The Chriet in Art." It is my im-
pression that when you, Ritchie and I had lunch together many months ago ve
talked of Ritchie assuming chairmanship of a committee to develop exhibitions.
Accordingly I had assumed that you would want him to be chairman of the com—
mittee referred to on page 4 of the revised minutes. While there is nothing
wrong with Ritchie being chairman of two sub-committees there is a question
of whether he would want te assume all that responsibility. As far as I am
concerned nothing would please me more.

I was very sorry you and Mrs. Barr were unable to came to my apart-
ment on February 22nd. Dr. Tillich was in good form and I think that in-—
directly some gains were made for the Department. Chadbourne Gilpatric of
the Rockefeller Foundation arrived at 5:30 and stayed until 9 but I do net
know if that means anything pesitive. However, Mrs. Van Dusen was there
and proposed to Dr. Douglass that she introduce him to Mr. Fahs of the
Rockefeller Foundation and initiate new conversations. We will see what

happens.
8incerely yours, /,
- "&A——-.%
U anireie [ Aes. =

Marvin P. Halverson

MPH:1k
Enecs.

Dictated by Mr. Halverson
Signed in his absence
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41 Woodeliff Drive
¥edison, N. Jersey
July €thy 1958

Dear Miss Alexander,

T enclose two letters which you may want to
£ile with ¥r. Perr's letter to me. T hed copies of
his letter and Dr. Tillich's and sent them together with
my letter,which a cerbom copy im enclosed, to &1l of the
members of the camittee who are responsible for the
works of art for *he Interchurch Cenmter, The mesting was
disappointirg in that the erchitects were umrilling to
diseuss the subiect of choice of artist, end declared agein
their compdete autonomy in thig metter. There seem to te
eome indications that those who are in ejmpethy with my
viewpoint pey get togethery but even these indieations,
T muet edmit, are slight, and more of & response to my
persistence than to any inherent co:wf?ion on their
parts, I'y afraid. i

If eny gpositive developments take place T
ghall surely let you know, In the meantime, I'm ter-
ribly grateful to you and Mr. Perr for your tangible and
moral supporte.

Could T ask you to supply me with the folloiirg
eddressee--card encloged for information--- of Moore &nd
Salvedor Dali. I missed Moor8 in N,Y, end I'm efraid my
"1etter did too. One of our 0ld Testament scholars suggested
for one of our works of art & painting on the subjeet “Son
of Man, cen these bones live?" ----read the 37th Oghpter of
Fzekelel, and you will begin 1o see & Bali paintirg with theis
inseription. ttable

con-
‘he

Many thanks}

f
!

e Kercdon

Faul Tillich
Hamburg

Hotel Reichahot
Zimmer %906
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Mrs. Jane Karlim
41 Woodcliff Drive
Madison, New Jersey

Dear Mrs. Karlinm:

I have received your letter from Jume 6th comcerning the inner
decoration of the Intercaurch Cemter. Az I understand from your
letter you are a member of the Committee om Symbolism which

has the duty to make suggestioms for the wes of religious sym-
bels in the artistic decoration of the building.S8imce I am a
member of the Committee on Religion and the Visual Art in the
National Council of Churches, 1 feel justified im writimg to
you a few words sbout my poimt of view in this matter and giving
you the permission to use my letter in every way you think is
useful .

It would be a catastrophic mistake if in the present period in
which the visu@l arts have shown possibilities of religious
.zpresaion} unheard of fifty years ago, the churches would not
use these achievements anc ture back to the semtimental beau-
tifying naturalism which is still rempam$ in many church publi-
cstions. In a building like the Protestamt Cemter \ space for
decoretion, paintings emc seulptures should be givenm to first
rate contemporary ertists omly. Iﬂrould be extremely regrettable
if the new building were decorstsd with works of art which com-
tradict not only the creative powers of our time dbut also the
spirit of religion in the ayte. I hope that this terrible mis-
take will be avoided; amd I kaow that it actuaily will be avoi-
ded if the decieive persomalities Iollowe*ha advifle of man
like Alfred Barr of the Museum of Modern Art.

8incerely yours P / |

4

Fesul Tillieh !.
Hamburg !
Hotel Relchashot i

Zimmer 396
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Dr, Roy G, Hoss
297 Fourth Avenue
New York, New York

Dear Dr., Ross:

I am enclosing copies of two letters about the problem which confronts the
Advisory Committee on Symbolism for the Interchurch Center. One letter is from -
Dr. Paul Tillich expressing the hope that only the "first rate contemporary artists™
will be commissioned for art works for the Interchurch Center. In his words, "It
would be extremely regrettable if the new building were decorated with works of art
which contradict not only the creative powers of our time but also the spirit of
religion in the arts, I hope that this terrible mistake will be avoided; and I know
that it actually will be avoided if the decisive personalities follow the advice of
a man like Alfred Barr of the Museum of Modern Art.," The second letter is from Mr.
Alfred Barr suggesting a roster of artists.

These two letters express a prineiple for which I have contended at each meeting
of the committee, The original stated objective of the Committee was "to increase
the spiritual significance” of the building. Spiritual significance is not attained
by dictating a Christian theme. Rather it spesks through the work of the great ar-
tist, regardless of the choice of specific theme.

True, it is the usual procedure for the architect to be responsible for the
choice of the artist., But this is not the usual building. The Building Committee
and the Board of Trustees have the Tesponsibility for & building that will be a sym=
bol for Ecumenical Christianity for many years to come. The building is a symbol
of our faith--snd our hopel--in the possibility for a unity within diversity for
Christianity. This is a courageous concept for our fragmented world. We ought to
be equally courageous in seizing this unparslleled opportunity for the churches to
once again become the patron of the finest living artists, thereby availing themselves
of the spiritual riches the artist has to contribute to those inside and outside the

churches.

The problem which I set before you is not one of mere difference of opinione=-
here represented by myself as over against the architect, It is a matter of two
different ways of regarding the work of art. To art eritics and art lovers, the
work of art is an expression of the human spirit, and an end in itself., To many
architects the work of art is primarily a decoration of architectural form. Each
viewpoint has its validity, but in thie particular case where the work of art is com=
missioned in order to "increase the spiritual significance" of the building, it seems
to me quite clear that we are concerning ourselves with art which is essentially ex-
pressive, not art which is first decorative in its relaticnship to architectural form.
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Dr. Roy G. Ross-=page two--June 23, 1958

You will recall that I wrote you on June 2nd expressing the concern of a few
of us for this whole problem. I hoped that it would be fully discussed and decided
at our lest meeting, However this was not possible as the attendance was small.
Now I write again with the hope that you will give this problem serious consideration,
Perhaps if you are not able to come to the next meeting, you could instruct your al-
ternate as to your opinion.

My conviction that this is a sericus issue in which we have a great responsi-
bility is related to my own vocation. I teach the history of Christian art to theo=
logical students: the objective of my teaching is to awaken our young ministers to
an understanding of our glorious heritage from the past, and a sense of personal re-
sponsibility for contemporary religious art. A rebirth of religious art is for me
a matter of deep concern, If large commissions in a building of the symbolic ime
portance of the Interchurch Center are not given to our finest artists, Protestantism
will again be proclaiming its indifference to the gifts of the artist.

Sincerely yours,

Jane D, Karlin (Mrs. John E, Karlin)
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ol Cowncl .

matha ey w
R g

S P

in this department, but I am llsf
be able to help Mr, Halverscn and who wou

introduce him to others in the area,

# TFirep, one dealer who Jnows his area wells Frank
Pﬁl'lﬂ’ 350 Nerth Camden n?i“, Wh Hills,

# Two University gallery men of reputation aret

i Peter Selz, Chairman) authority and author
Pomona College formerly in Chicago
W 4« Tii1ten ¢oor. Clavemont, California)
The Eational Coau e 3 AT £ It
rom = » W A. TFrederd S _'ﬂw, Director
¥ 1 -.rr: v Art Oalfu‘iil', University of Southern California at LeAs
e 10, ¥ hosmgm-dnvam)hewmﬂu!mmm
e Los Angeles for the Whitney,ete.

# An art critie: Alfred V, Frankenstein
San Jrancisco Chronicle, Sth & Miseion Sts,
San Francisco 19 (writer on )

md Museumst

The San Francisco Museum of Art

War Memorial Building

Civic Center

San Franciseo 2, California

(The Director Grace MeCann Morley has just resigned
and been replaced, I do not know her successor., )

Los Angeles County Museum
Exposition Park

lofs Angeles T

(Do not know present Directord

Long Beach Municipal Art Center
Jerome Donson new Director
2300 East Ocean

Long Beach

(# It may help to mention Mr, Barr's name with asterisked people)
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Santa Barbara Museum of Art
J“w-"m’ Jrog Director
1130 State Street

Won't you let me know if you need addresses
for other museums in San Francisco and Los Angeles, Just telephons
_H_d..t—eﬁ.prend them off té you from the A.F.A, Art Directory.

Meanwhile, I hope these help,

1 2w VT tarvin f "!_fi“‘iﬂll'
£ A -'Fihcmy;. R0 PE0al all

vy Deparbasrd

-

riher 3

comcu of s cm-ems o! Gbrht
i'wa;s’gip and the Arts

1?
8 m, New York

AABima
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25 March 1958

Invitations: Contributing
Member events

Dear Emily:

Would it be possible to have the Raverend Marvin Halverson,
7 St. Luke's Place, New York 1), placed on a list to receive all
contributing member invitations?

Mr, Halverson is Executive Director, Department of Worship
and the Arts, the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
U.S.A. One of his primary functions is the encouragement of patronage
within offiecial church circles of modern art and artists, He covers
an extraordinary range within various fields of modern art on a limited
budget, If he could be placed on our invitation list, he would be
assured of knowing of our various activities and could attend those
which seem relevant to his work, Blanchette Rockefeller is on his
Committee,
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‘A -ﬁ.:b&;':

Dear Marving

> T haVe asked the painter Bent Lane to send
xouaeapyofharulkmmzriatimmnsmpow
in Indianola, Iowa, It seems to me very good. pa

For a year of 80 she was & graduate stident 1%
the history of art at Radcliffe and ia & peimter of soms
th 1 . 1 Fp i

% R

Warehly an

Sinc mly'

lebtor af
Fohvugry 19%h, "1 i tu perve ag Tice«Chalywan

I Lhe De tent and oons r my slection s Yeul honeTs

Mr, Marvin P, Halverson
Fxecutive Director '
Department of Worship and the Arts

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.
297 Fourth Avenue P - ;

New York 10, New York : . Sreg o8

! npe o
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U, §. A
PEPARTMENT OF WORSHIP AND THE ARTS

ARLCHITEC ks ART DRAMRA ITERATURIE Mmusic WOoORSHIr
297 FOURTH AVENUE MY YORK YO N.

Y
27 February 1958

Dear ¥r, Halverson:
Thank you for your letter of February 19th.
1 have received Bishop Oxnam's letter and shall write him my
acceptance of the election as l.l.e.nher ofthWof
Worship and the Arts.
Heferring again to your letter of
- _February 19th, I em very happy to serve as nu-ﬂutr-ln
_of the u-p-rt.unt. and consider my election & real honor,
' Sinumly,

Alfred H, ;am, Jr,

114

‘I!r. ‘Marvin P, Halverson

Department of Vorship and the Arts

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.8.A,
297 Fourth Avenue

New York 10, New York

AHBsma
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U. S. A.

DEPARTMENT OF WORSHIP AND THE ARTS

ARCHITECTURE ART DRAMA LITERATURE Music WORSHIP
297 FOURTH AVENUE NEW YORK 10, N. Y.

February 1

Dear Mr, Ba rr,

Vithin a few days you will receive a letter from
Bishop G. Bromley Omam, the new Chairman of the Division
of Chrisgtian ILife and Work telling of your election to mem—
bershin on the General Committee of the Denartment of Worship
and the Arts for the triennium 1957-60

The main purpose of this brief letter is to supple—
ment, Bishop Oxmem's letter with the informetion of your elec—
tion as Vice-Chairmen of the Department and to underscore his
hope that you will accept.

During the past triennium the Department has engaged
in building foundations for the future. While we have been
seriously erippled in these efforts by the lack of funds, the
experience of the last three years demonstrates that there is
enormous need for such a Department in the life of the churches.
We believe that denominations as well as loeal churches will
agsume increasing responsibility for the supnort of the Devert—
ment's basic budget. In that confidence we are making firm
plang for the future, Within a very short time you will re—
caive the report of the last triennium which was made to the
National Council's meetines held in 8t. Touis last December.
This report not only summarizes the formative period of the
Department but points te the future in which we look for vour
continued participation.

Sinecerely yours,
M’\ il njz“‘"‘"d 2
Marvin P. Halverson
MPH:11k

P.8., For your intereast and support durine the past triennium I
want to express my considerable and personal appreciation.
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\ra

Dear Bishop Oxnam:

Thank you for your letter advising me
that T have Leen elected a member by the Division to the .
Depai-tment of Vorship and the Arts for the triennium, 195’?-30

-

I af'honored to abecpt tic electien, o

0 ' 1 m”“b. G .-.:"_ 1%% ' I ‘T?i FAAlon

3 " 81 : rilsation

A et ; wiiloh lay
pLerners,

WH! m’ ‘E‘. tian of the

il

Bishop 0. BrutayOxn-
Division of Christian Life andﬂurk ente
mummxwmmmorchﬁnmmugs il
297 Fourth Avenue 3 a
New York 10, New York

AHBima
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National Council of the Churches of Christ RS AOVEL T DU

in the United States of America O N

H. H. EDWIN ESPY

DIVISION OF CHRISTIAN LIFE AND WORK duspclue Coscas Neymesry

CHARLES E. WILSON
Treasurer

207 FOURTH AVENUE . NEW YORK 10, N. Y. + TELEPHONE ORegon 4-5000

Officers
G. BroMLEY Oxmam
Chairman
J. IRwiN M
Vice Chairman February 1958

Mns. WILLIAM SALE TERRELL
Recording Secretary

Staff

C. AmiLo Ovsen

Executive Secretary

Departments
International A fairs Dear Friend:

KENNETH L. MAXWELL

P:i’::‘ g,::‘;‘; The Division of Christian Life and Work has the responsibility
Racial and Cultural Relations of electing the members of its eight constituent Departments.
P I am most happy to advise you that you have been elected by the
Wit D. CAMFBELL Division to the DEPARTMENT OF WORSHIP AND THE ARTS for the new
g::iﬂio;l :;ibunv triennium, 1957-60. We sincerely hope that you will accept.
uUp D, ELEON

o A Weders The Division has always sought a broad and varied representa-
HerngRT T'. MiLLen tion in the membership of its Departments, reflecting the many
The Church and Economic Life interests and concerns of its constituency. Therefore in struc-
g Skt turing the Departments, the Nominating Committee of the Division
(LAOMAR 8. BEIT and the departmental committees have considered distribution
Hiphnnieabadedes among clergy and laity, including the occupations in which lay
N and B people are engaged, men and women, Easterners and Westerners,
TroMAs K. THoMPEON Northerners and Southerners, as well as representation of the
e various constituent communions in the Council.

We all understand, however, that the important fact in adequate
representation is participation by the members in the programs
of the various Departments. We earnestly trust, therefore, that
with your acceptance of this election you will make every effort
to plan to attend the meetings of your Department and in other
ways assist in the planning and earrying out of the Department's
various programs and emphases. This will help to maintain the
balance of concerns represented in the membership of the Depart-
ment.

With every hope that we can count upon your help as a member of
+he DEPARTMENT OF WORSHIP AND THE ARTS, I am

Sincerely yours,

A Chnam

G. Bromley@xnam, Chairman
DIVISION OF CHRISTIAN LIFE AND WORK
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COUNCIL OF THE HURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U. §. A.
ITMENT OF WORSHIP AND THE ARTS
RE ART DRAMA ITERATURE Mmusic WoRENIP

37 February 1958

AYENU NEW YORK

Dear Marving

I am returming the minutes of the October 25th meeting,
_ I have tried to make some revisions but the meeting was so long ago
.. that T don't feel competent to put the minutes in shape.

- On page 1 ther: are several questions, partly of fact,
partly that I can't quite understand what is meant,

Page 2 =~ I understend Ortmayer's "misgivings" but I don't
follow the sequence of the next sentence. I think I have revised the

. Chureh Year and Art adequately.

age 3 == 0.K. if you lppm, but didn't I appoint fitchie
__ Chairman? 'd'ould ‘you ask the Saentary _‘check?

Page li == See my uote. Imhrmﬂmumwiﬂmm
can't put them together on the basis of these notes - not that I
blame your secretary, ' I am notoriously difficult to make notes on.

In any case, will you dor what I think you had no time to do
w&mh.m,gwrmthMWMMmewnm "
further editing neces A ABAAANA W

Binears.'!,y,

A=

Alfred H. Barr, Jr,

Mr, Marvin P, Halverson
of Worship and the Arts
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U,8,A,
297 Fourth Avenue
New York 10, New York

AHB: ma
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U. S. A.
DEPARTMENT OF WORSHIP AND
ARCHITECTURE ART DRAMA

THE ARTS
297 FOURTH AVENUE

LITERATURE MmusiIc WORSHIP
NEW YORK 10, N. Y.

February 21, 1958,

Mr, Alfred H. Barr, Jr.,
The Museum of Modern Art,
11 West 53rd Street,
New York 19, N. Y.

Dear Alfred:

Here iz a draft of the minutes

of the Com-—
Arte meeting held in October.

miagsion on

Do you have any changes to suggest and would

you like to incorporzte the Committee anpointments in
the minutes?

A11 good wishes,
Sincerely yours,
Marvin P. Helverson
MPH:1k

JFHILK
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U. S. A.

DEPARTMENT OF WORSHIP AND
297 FOURTH AVENUE

National Council
EUGENE CARSON BLAKE
Presiden!
ROY G. ROSS
General Secretary
ROSWELL P. BARNES
Associate General Secretary

CHARLES E. WILSON
Treasurer

Division
MRS, DOUGLAS HORTON
Chairman
C. ARILD OLSEN
Executive Secrefary
R. H, EDWIN ESPY
Associate Executive Secretary

Department
TRUMAN B. DOUGLASS
Chairman
ALFRED H. BARR, JR.
THEODORE M. GREENE
MORGAM P. MOYES
PAUL J. TILLICH
Vice Chairmen
SAMUEL H. MILLER
Recording Secretary
CLEANTH BROOKS
HAROLD EHRENSPERGER
EARL E. HARPER
STANLEY R. HOPPER
NORRIS HOUGHTON
HERLUF JENSEM
THOR JOHNSON
MRS. ROBERT E, KINTNER
J. IRWIN MILLER
JOHN OLIVER NELSON
LUTHER NOS5
ROGER ORTMAYER
ALEXANDER SCHMEMANN
NATHAN A. SCOTT, JR.
JOSEPH SITTLER, JR.
WALTER A, TAYLOR
MRS, HEMRY P, VAN DUSEN
EDWARD N. WEST
MISS LILLIAN WILLIAMS
Members Executive Committee

MARVIN P. HALYERSON
Execufive Director

DIVISION OF CHRISTIAN LIFE AND WORK
THE
TELEPHONE: OREGON 4-5000

ARTS

NEW YORK 10

October 17, 1957.

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.,
Director of the Collections,
The Museum of Modern Art

11 Wegt 53rd St.

New York 19, N. X.

Dear Alfred:

I want to tell you again how grateful all of us were
that you took time out of a busy evening to speak on behalf of
our Department before the Executive Board of the Division of
Christian Life and Work. The secretary taking notes that even-
ing confessed to me her Wewilderment in getting accurate sum-
maries. She was delirhted to learn that you would be willing to
look over her record and make appropriate changes. It seems to
me that her account of vour statement needs amplification as well
as revision.

Vhile you were out of the country it became apparent
that the Committee on Illustrative Material, vhich was appointed
from within the Commission on Art a long time sgo, should do some-
thing sbout its mandate. George Todd, the young minister whom
you appointed chairman of the committee, has found it virtually
impossible to do anything and asked that Mrs. Sargent teke over
his responsibility. I acted in accordance with this reauest
thinking it would not do violence to your basic intentions for
the committee. Accordingly, & meeting has been called for this
subecommittee on Wednesday, October 23rd, at which time we will
bring together the large and representative collection of illus-
trative material which has been supplied us by denominations.
Mrs. Sargent asked me to get in touch with Mr. D 'Amico to leamn
if he could attend the meeting during its aftermoon session. While
Mrs., Sargent would undoubtedly like to have you attend that meeting
as well, I leave the decision entirely up to wvou. It is her in-
tention that out of this committee meeting will come some positive
recommendations to the Commission on Art when it meets two days

later.

T hope we can get together perhaps next Monday for an hour or so
and talk sbout these matters, .

A1 pood wishes,
Sincerely yours,

.

Marvin P. Halverson
JPH:IK
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The chief problem confronting your Commission om Art
is to nmae?d?urohan of the Council to the neglected possibilities
of the visual arts, Our churches maintain the Protestant tradition
of presthings sermons are briefer, less learned perhaps, but more
effective in a world cursed by shortness of breath, Our church
music, after a low period, has improved both in its use of the great

wekl e 'fl'f.ﬁ-
past and its encouragement of new oalposil.ti.an,

quality of performance, Ourrdi;arch architoct-m
U/ Ao u"/f Au"( 2
Iburglend=desiza no longer :I.npw that Christianity :I.j oulus:l.nxy

_umdivc religion, But in the arts of painting, sculpture
and book illustration our churches and our churchmen seem, generally
speaking, both ignorant and blind,

Our churches do of course use art -~ but what art] Consider

Prielorat
the vulgarity and banality of the imagez of Christ now in general
use, "Gentle Jesus, meek and mild" is translated into art on the
level of cosmetic and tonic advertisements, Yet these uechtrim/ and
effeminate nwr( are distributed by millions with the tolerance and
often the well-intentioned blessing of our churches, They look up at
us from bulletins and calendars and Sunday school magazines and down
at us from the walls of church houses and parsonages. They corrupt the
religious feelings of children and nourish the complacency and sentd-
mentality of their elders, They call for iconoclasm,

The illustrations in bibles and Christian books are little
better. When I think of such great Protestant artists as Direr,
Hembrandt, William Blake, I find the feeble drawing, the m
of vision, the petty historicity of our church-sponsored art not

gimply unendurable, but incredible.
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What can be done? In the minutes of the meetings of
your Commission on Art you will find a number of carefully
pendered suggestions, They invelve the education of the clergy,
the study and use of the great art of the past, the patrenage eof
contemperary artists, But these recommendations can have little

effect unless they are supported beoth morally and practically
by the National Council and its efficers,

With such suppert art in the churches can be raised
in quality and deepened in meaning, Art might once more resume
something eof its former impertance in forwarding the work of the
churches and h» testifying te Uod's glory,
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Retyped copy of the first two paragraphs incorporating Mr, Barr's changes,

COFY EXCERPTS FROM MINUTES

Mrs, Horton introduced Alfred H, Barr, Jr,, the Director of the Collections
in the Museum of Modern Art. As the first director of the Museum when it
was founded in 1929, Mr, Barr has been instrumental in the significant
development of art in America, Throughout the world he is recognized as
an authority and a man whose judgment is sought constantly. He is a vice=
chairman of the Department of Worship and the Arts and Chairman of the
Commission on Art, He is speaking tonight not only in his capacity as a
leader in this Department, but also as a representative of the large number
of distinguished persons in the arts who through the Department of Worship
and the Arts have for the first time been invited by the church to contri=-
bute their talent to the church in its 1ife and work,

The Museum is currently exhibiting 20th Century German Art, and Mr, Barr

told the Poard members that considerable religious art has been produced

in CGermany in the past half century, Some of the paintings and sculptures

are explicitly Christian in subjecty others are not but reveal spiritual depth;
still others express a fiery moral indignation . Unfortunately, the
Protestant churches in Germany bave made very little use of these artistsj

nor have Protestant churches in our own country made use of our artists who
now more than ever before in our history are winning international admiration
and renown,

Continue as drafted
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OBERLIN COLLEGE
OBERLIN, OHIO
DEPARTMENT OF FINE ARTs

Dear Alfred,

yesterday I sent a letter and a shori statement to Mr.
Halversen about which I wanted to inform you &t least brief¥y. I shall
unfortunately not be able to attend the Commission meeting this weekend,
and all I can do is to submit to it in writing a few ideas 2bout the ii-
lustrations for a cglendar of the kind we talked about in the November,
1954, meeting. What is worse - I shall have to pass the buck to you in
& sense. It wobld have been comparatively easy for me to add to my re-
port a list of suitable works by old masters but this would have endang-

ered rather than promoted the ides that, I know, you cherish as much as
a

I do, namely to incorporate goodly number of modern works in it.

A main point I make in the report is that I consider it
best to restriet the choice to prints - even for the few colored reprod-
uctions planned for t.his enterprise. I hope that Mr. Halverson will make
the statement accessible to you beforef the meeting but you can imegine
my reasons anywey - the foet that prints will come out withess much less
loss as black-and-whites, thet there is less distortion witdragmrd to
size(details from pszintings are unsuitavle for this, I think), that prints
are better suited for being viewed the way in which the celendar will be
handled and seen ete.etec. I zlso to the faet that not only is a
full representation of modern art generally = concern of ours but also

rawny thatPmodern prints are particulerly buitable for reproduction without loss
* ete. I further mentioned that it might eeen be possible for the Gommission
to secure funds for comn ioning some modern artists to do prints for
this purpose, the more 25 some of The themes for certain festiva days
(I enclosed a list based on the _Jnﬁral:f\recogaized readings for them)
were challenging and slso rarely represented in older art.

In my letter Halverson I pointed out that I could not
submit a list of modern works I had had ne opportunity to learn
enough about modem religious prints. This would require my studying this
aspeet at the MOMA;, and I can hardl; of ing something like that
in the foreseeable future. : ourse that I am passing 2 buck
tTo you. Withh the list of jects in your hands you mey be able perhaps
at once tc suggest goo odern prints - in which case there would swill be
lots of opportunitie give the old masters their fair share amopg the
other subjects. (r else you might be abtle to epnlist the help of somebody

your staff to make a selection from the collection Ffrom which in turn
rself would choose the best. I hope you will forgive me for burden-

with this task imphjcitly in m) ﬂ~w4*ﬁbﬁﬁ I do Teel that we =xs

to eye with each other on the importance of this matter.

.//Pk( ;,":,v o ] L, B S l F A a 4/\_/’?' ('-".’_’ ’
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Chairman
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THEODORE M. GREEME
MORGAN P. NOYES
PAUL J, TILLICH
Vice Chairmen
SAMUEL H. MILLER
Recording Secretary
CLEANTH BROOKS
HAROLD EHREMSPERGER
EARL E. HARPER
STAMNLEY R. HOPPER
MNORRIS HOUGHTON
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MARYIN P. HALYERSOM
Exacutive Director

September 27, 1957.

Dear Commission Member,

During the summer we sent a preliminary announcement
that the Commissions and General Committee of the Depart-
ment of Worship and the Arts would meet October 23-25
1957, I am sending you more detailed iﬂm
the meetings, the schedule being found on the attached
sheet. You will observe that Wednesday, October 23, is
set aside for meetings of sub-committees of the Commis-
sions., Although you may not be a member of one of the
committees meeting that day, you are cordially invited
to atterd and participate. It would be helpful to us
in planning, however, if you were to inform us which
meetings you plan to attend,

Luncheons have been arranged in the Church parish
house for each of the days. The price of each luncheon
will be ;1.50, It is important to adeguate preparation
that we receive the enclosed post card indicating your
luncheon plans,

The luncheon meetinz on Friday, October 25, will
give participants an opportunity to see the model, per-
spective, and plans of the Air Academy Charel., This
propeszd buildinz will afford the meeting an interest-
ing focus of discussion about architecture and art for
religious purposes today.

We hope you can be with us throughout the sessions.

Sincerely yours,
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DEPARTMENT OF WORSHIF AND THE ARTS
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
Broadway Congregational Church
211 West 56th Street
(56th Street and Broadway)

New York

Wednesd October 23, 1

10:00 A.M, Ccmmittee on Architecture and Church lusie:
Bertram Kinzey, Chairman

10:00 AuMe  Committee on Illustrative Material and Design in the Churches:
Mrs, Martin Sargent, Chairman

12:00 Noon Committee on Weddings and Funerals:
Chalmers Coe, Chairman

12:00 Noon Committee on the Christian Year:
Carlyle hAdams, Chairman

2:30 P,M, Committee on Censorship:
Stanley R, Hopper, Chairman

(Luncheon 12:30 P,l.)

Thursday, October 24, 1957

9:30 A.M. Worship
10:00 A,M. Commission on VWays of 'lorship:
Morgan P. Noyes, Chairman
12:30 P,M. ILunclieon
2:00 P.M. Commission on Drama:
Norris Houghton, Chairman
6:00 P.M, Commission on Literature:
Stanley R. Hopper, Chairman
8:30 P,M. Commissions on Literature and Drama

Frid Qetober 25, 1

9:30 A,M. Worship
10:00 A.M, Commission on Art:
Alfred H. Barr, Jr., Chairman
12:30 P,M, Luncheon: Commission on Architecture:
Walter A, Taylor, Chairman

Presentation of liodel and Flans of Air Academy Chapel
by Walter A, Netsch of Skidmore, Owings and flerrill, Architects

Discussion of Mocdel and Plans by members of the Commission on
Architecture, the Commission on Arts, and the Commission on
Ways of Worship.

General Committee, Department of Worship and the Arts,
Truman B. Douglass, Chairman
Ad journment .
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297 FOURTH AVENUE

OF WORSHIP AND ARTS

NEW YORK 10

THE
TELEPHONE: OREGON 4-5000

March 25, 1957

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York, New York

Dear Mr. Barr:

At the last meeting of the Executive Committee, the
Chairman of the Department of Worship and the Arts was
authorized to appoint a vice-chairman and a secretary
for each of the Commissions after consultation with the
commission chairman. We need to do this soon so I am
writing to put the situation before you. After my return
from Cleveland on Wednesday of this week I would like
to talk with you on the telephone or over tea for a few
minutes some day.

You recall that we discussed the idea for a vice-
chairman of the Commission on Art before it was decided to
appoint additional officers for all the Commissions. You
thought that George Hamilton or Sumner Crosby might be
good. I approached Hamilton first and Crosby second. Both
declined and I think it unnecessary to set forth their
reasons now because they were personal. At any rate there
is no point in considering them again.

Thrae names come to mind for the vice-cheirmanship:
Andrew Ritchie, Sterling Callisen or Mrs. Rockefeller, For
secretary I would like to offer Mrs. Kintner's name for
consideration, unless Mrs. Rockefeller were to be vice-
chairman. Ideally I would like to see a man from the
academic world as vice-chairman but with the Yale men out
I see no other prospect, since the person should be fairly
close to New York.

This letter will be sent while I am away from New York
but I will call Marie Alexander on my return and find out
when it would be possible to talk with you.

Sincerely,

1% 74 / .
f("’f Lven /), T4 LU den.
Marvin P, Halverson
Executive Director
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U. S. A.
DIVISION OF CHRISTIAN LIFE AND WORK
DEPARTMENT OF WORSHIP AND THE ARTS

297 FOURTH AVENUE NEW YORK 10 TELEPHONE: OREGON 4-5000

Mational Council
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President
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A G ] &

¥
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SAMUEL H. MILLER
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CLEANTH BROOKS
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MISS LILLIAN WILLIAMS
Membars Executive Commilioe

MARYIN P. HALVERSOMN
Exacutive Diractor

April 24, 1957

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
Museum of Modern Art
21 West 53rd Street
New York, New York

Dear Alfred,

I was pleased with the interest which Andrew Ritchie
disclosed. We got through the vice-cha irma n and co-chairman
problem but I am not altogether clear where we stand. If in
accepting the designation of vice-chairman it would follow
that Ritchie would replace you as chairman in a year, I would
much prefer to have him designated co-chairman,.® Since the
proposal of a co-chairmanship came from you I assume that
it will be agreeable to you. In any case I will await a
confirming note before presenting the slate of Andrew Ritchie
and Mrs. Kintner to Dr. Douglass for appointment.

It will not be possible for me to formulate the projects
of the Commission on Art until I return from a trip to Detroit
and Ann Arbor. It should reach you by the middle of next
week.

Our experience & year ago of arranging three Commission
meetings in succession, concluding with the General Committee
of the Department, was favorable., It enabled interested
Commission members to attend meetings of other Commissions,
thereby getting a larger picture of the Department's activity.
Even more important, however, each Commission meeting was
enhanced by the attendance and participation of members from
other Commissions. Since there has been considerable interest
in having the six Commissions meebt successively in a three
day period, each Commission chairman is asked to indicate on
the enclosed card which dates would be acceptable for Commission
meetings. We would like to have all six Commissions meet

successively, concluding with the
a public dinner.

And thank you aga in for yesterday's work.

Sincerely,

Marvin P. Halverson

MPH:cec Executive Director

P.S. I am sending a note to Andrew Ritehie asking him to check
a card for preferred dates of meetings next fall.

General Committee, and possibly
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A proposal to an exhibition of religious art by children.

The purpose of the exhibition would be to encourage artistic

activity among children in Sunday Schools thmroughout the
countrv, At present many Sunday School programs are seriously

Mot Corrant c

THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date 9 November 1956

i

To: AHB Re:... Mr. Halverson

From: MA 2 e s o W

Mr, Halverson wonders if yt;u .can lunch '[-‘\gsday at 1:00. I promised to call
to confirm today, if you can,

One problem is a C,B.S. television program for Xmas on December 16th in
which they would like to use a selection by you of great Christmas art,
and if possible, to have you participate. Mr. Halverson thought that you
could do very mach a rehash of the Life article , There is a possibility
also that they may get the new pastor of the Mad. Ave, Pres. Church, David

Reid, for the program,

He did diseourage the C,B.S, officials on the possibility of your personal

participation. :
4

ey X




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY AHB T.A.34 9

A proposal to an exhibition of religious art by children.

The purpose of the exhibition would be to encourage artistic
activity among children in Sunday Schools thmroughout the
countrv, At present many Sunday School programs are seriously
deficient in that children are taught to color between the
lines or to copy sentimental Biblical pictures. 1Ina nmn?er._’_,
of churches this practice has been discarded but this ‘}:r?oject
would help eliminate'* it in the majoritv of churches where
it still prevails. The proposed exhbition would MNUBODEGHX
stimulage original work by children and would afford religious
educators, ministers, amd theologians with a better under-

standing of religious apprehensions among children,
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Mombers Executive Commiitee

MARVIN P, HALVERSON
Executive Director

NEW YORK 10 TELEPHONE: OREGON 4-5000

October 30, 1956

Dear Alfred:

Things have been moving along so rapidly that I
have been negligent in reporting to you on the Executive
Committee meeting and subsequent developments. The minutes
will be available soon but in the meanwhile I want you to
know that your telephone message of endorsement of Dr. Doug-—
lags's point of view was greatly appreciated.

Following the Executive Committee meeting Dr. Douglass
met with Roy Ross, the General Secretary of the National Coun-
eil, and two assistant general secretaries who had been involved
in the discussion of reorganiszation. Dr. Douglass reported to
me that the General Secretary was inclined to repudiate sections
of the report and that unquestionably the Department of Worship
and the Arts wonld have its integrity and freedom maintained.

In other words, nothing will be lost and there is some 1likeli-
hood a few gains will be made.

Another matter brought up at the Executive Committee
meeting was a proposal from John Oliver Nelson, a member of
the Committee who is also chairman of the board of Association
Press, the Y.M.C.A. press which publishes books and pamphlets.,
Mr, Nelson and Mr. Rietmlder, director of Association Press,
have proposed that Association Press publish a magazine, per-
haps a quarterly, devoted to religion and the arts, with this
Department exercising editorial responsibility. You may know
that the idea of a magazine has been discussed several times in
the past but there seemed no likelihood of finanelng it. This
proposal, while it contains many potential diffieulties, is of
sufficient promise and urgency so that we are planning to de-
vote the afternoon session of the Commission on Literature on
Thursday of this week, November 1, to consideration of the

character of such a magazine,

I know how busy you are so I am not proposing that you
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attend the meeting. If you have any ideas I would be eager to talk
with you in person or on the telephone. If you know of someone who
could make a contribution to our discussion I would like to have that
suggestion as well,

S/incerely yours,
i g

/ I)‘\

Il /,_{tu;uiv./.zﬁ__‘,.',
Marvin Halverson 7
Executive Director

My, Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N. Y.

MH:jp
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST
IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM

To: Alfred H. Barr; Jr.

Date: August 26, 195
From: Maxyvin Halverson

Subject:

Here are notes based on my recollection of our discussion and agreement on
August 13, 1954.

1. It was agreed that we should arrsnge a poll of twenty-five persons
to choose what each considers to be the ten or twelve outstanding
works of art on the theme of the Christ (Life, Work and Nature).

It was agreed that a letter over Barr'e signature be sent to all
the members of the Commission on Art asking them to nominate persons
for the "jury".

The selection of the jury of twenty-five persons from the list of
nominations is to be made by a committee consisting of Barr, Rath-
bone, Greene, Stechow and Tillich.

4. The Commission on Art (my notes read "Com," and I don't recall if
it refers to the Commission on Art or the committee in point 3)
(a)shall have final approval of the mumber on the jury and the selection
of persons and (b) shall make the decision regarding criteria;of the
works to be selected.

It was agreed that, in consulting Mr. Luce regarding publication of
reproductions, he be asked for an opinion on (a) the number of
members for the jury and (b) the muber of works to be selected. It
was our thinking that twelve works might be a good number.
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&, Hyatt Mayor
Sterling Callisen
Sumner McK. Crosby
Wolfgang Stechow
Roger Ortmayer
Palmer Eide

Mrg. Martin Sargent
George Todd

Hobert Hodgell
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Cote

4, Hyatt Mayor
Sterling Callisen
“umner McK. Crosby
Wolfgang Stechow
Roger Ortmayer
Palmper Eide

Mreg. Martin Sargent
George Todd

Hobert Hodgell
Lillian Williams
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Organization Chart of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America

The Council will start operations January 1, 1951, as the single instrument of the cooperative work of 29 major Protestant and Eastern Orthodox denominations.
(Approved by the Planning Committee, October, 1950.)

CO-OPERATING DENOMINATIONS
[ :T[c,_| m'ml:w] |1>|sc||w.:s_| L‘BMTIST | ]METTOMSYI Jsvrsc?j—l [presprrerian |cm71mu| |REFO!:MI:0] Emlmx.] I—:rlc. |

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES
OF CHRIST IN THE U. 5. A.

1
IE GINEMLI BOARD |

| [
DIVISION OF DIVISION OF DIVISION OF DIVISION OF
HOME CHRISTIAN CHRISTIAN FOREIGN
MISSIONS LIFE :WORK, JOINT GENERAL DEPARTMENTS JOINT 'DUCATION | MISSIONS
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LIFE LIBERTY DISTRIBUTION SURVEY LIFE SERWCE CHURCH. SCHOOL
- MINISTERIAL
BUSINESS CoMITY ADMINISTRATION TRAININGE EUROPE
SPECIAL FACE RELATIONS - SUMMER CAMPS INDIA
ING CURRICULUM
COMMITTEES " rdszé:;““ STORAL ?“W:_f:;: PUBLIC RELATIONS %’;}1‘:}_ COPMMUNTIES AUYO-WILHL ArDS PeANNING PAKISTAN
RELATIONS SERVICES (ANTICIPATED) OVERSEAS VACATION SCHOOLS JAPAN
VOCATIONAL
wooLs| £A
l HOME RELIGION AND WEEKDAY St GUI PANCE Kor
MEALTH
WASHINGTON A TREASURY AND CHURCH WORLD SRR STubENT WoRE LATIN AMERIA
BUSINESS MANAG. JERVICE RELIGIOUS EDUC = NEAR EAST
OFFICE MINIFTRY T8 =
Lon £5 AGED CENTRAL BUREAU CHILDREN'S Woex PHILIPPINES
ETE WORSHIP YOUTH WORY T A
CHURCH BUILDING ECUMENICAL YOUTH ¢ STUDENT]
CHAPLAINS E7L AND ARCHITECTURE RELATIONS ADULT WORK [~ oRGANLZATIONS L

COORDINATING COMMITTEES
ApuLr ’ ‘ YOUTH I ’7 CHILDREN ]




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:

AHB T.A.344

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

Fobert Anle
George He Hazdlton
Bertlett H, Huyes
fobert Hodgell
Valter Horton

; lel
oA AL UGS

b |
C. 8, Ducasse
I. Ry @ ?}J&l\" N"-\'L"’ =i S




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:
The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY AHB T.A.34%

Ll R

Parry 1. Rathbone
Deniel C, Rich
fiﬂ-m&m: Rigg
oy Ry

Jakob Rosenberg

Aline D, Sanvinen
Paul J. Gachs

Jose ‘-aria Sert
Charles Seymour, Jr,
Theodore Siser
Jugeph Sloane

Janes Thrall Soby
Pitrin A, Corokin
¥rs, Otto L, Spaeth
Wolfgang Stechow
Yohert Steale

Janes Jolmson Fweeney

-

B e

| 'n.-t\-»“\(‘\:kmlu\, X1 \ | G IL‘L}]"

Natis " S wor aeno s
*"\-T ll‘\lt‘ \. :.\_;‘.{Ij\_
(S

(—.—-”t’ X

1l||'|.\',\(1 ol e

—




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

Collection:

Series.Folder:

AHB

I.A.349

Jamas “atrous
Allemn &, Veller
Anop Wilder
ll-q!-ugind
Wheeley Willlsms
Fohert Wirth

Hal '\m‘\hu\

— e b pd el b el




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:

AHB I.A.34

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

. ﬂ\ S
o 2

¢r?‘lﬂ-—
Department of Norsh.lp e—hrbe

Commigsion on Art

JouThoorh Anihren ron

< - el N
(“~edr oot / ﬁ:*
/7
e —
,(.):)




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:
AHB I.A.349

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

—— - ——

}5_’ ﬂ ﬂ.‘hﬂ--""‘a ?0/1.‘2

Department of horshlp ju& thre—Aed

Ehre—APpe

Commission on Art

Mr. Philip R. Adams

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr. GC
Mr. Sterling Callisen

Mr. Sumner McK. Crosby

£

Mr. Charles C. Cunningham

Mr. Erich Dinkler ] _ &
Lt g o= ‘zr“"”m

Mr, Palmer Fide— <

Mr. Albert M. Friend, Jr.

Rev. Frank Grebe {]ost~o Ao
Mr. Theodore M. Greene GC ! _
—r. Robert Hodgell = Jlsfewrn ( Gr wcirdefon )
Mr. Marion Junkin
Dr. Jermayne Machgy
= Mr. A. Hyatt Mayor
Rev, Semuel Miller GO
Mr. William M, Milliken , 3 - ‘
— Mr. Roger Ortmayer GC Z#lilar A /y’_‘ Y A fag
Mr., Perry T. Rathbone GC |
Mr. George Rovley &
—Mrs. Martin Sargent — =
Miss Esther I. Seaver GC
— Mr., Wolfgeng Stechow GO
Rev. Paul Tillich GC ]
—Siev. George Todd G0~ F .5 (Fari—— Ooimn

T e it Wit . Lo e o

.

Ve A - /%}}(&--I

o

!IJ} { ?ﬁ - .-("fr g _,/{ —




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:
The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY AHB T A. 34 9

Propoged Agenda

Commission on Art
Department of Worship and the Arts

Room 906, 287 Fourth Avemue, New York 10, N.X,
November 16, 1954

Call to order

Invocation

Statement by the Chairman

Statement by Director of the Department
Introductions end comments from participante
Progran discussion

Other business

Adjournment
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Suggested Topics for Progran Discussion

Studies in relationship between religion and art
Role of art and illustrative materisl in religious education
Poll of outstanding works of art on the Christ
Exhibitions

a, historical surveys

b. new works

e. good design
Reference services; photographs for religious prees, ete.
Publications

a, church calendar service

b. pamphlets

¢, mnagagzine
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DRAFT

B2

I am sending you the enclosed copy of
Christianity and Arts A Restatement of Principles, by
Erica and Erich Dinkler. Dr., Dinkler is, as you know, &
member of our Commission on Art,

I hope you will find this paper as interesting
as I did, The sections on modernm art in the light of modern
theology seem to me especially bold and valuably controversial,

The paper wvas read before a theological discussion
group in Washington, It is in no sense a final or perfected
statement, and art historians as well as theologians may find
a good deal to guestion,

Possibly we could discuss the paper at the
coming meeting of the Commission on the 1lth of April,

Sincerely,

W H. M' Jr'
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Dear Mr, Rettew:

Sinee I received youwr letter I have been
terribly rushed in preparation for an extended trip abroads

Idomtouunkyauforundingu
your publications, I am sorry to say, however, that,
speaking perso (and not as an officer of the National
Couneil Commisesion) the reproductions of works of art
seem in general to be very poor, Indeed, they represent
that Mﬁmotmwmwmmm

tality which characterise so much of the Christian
patroniged by contemporary churchese . ' - o o

It is indeed deplorable that you should have
mmm*;:.nsnnnmerm% when the
same gscene exactly was [ ane

greatest masterpleces, the Supper at Emmaus in the Louvre,

Forgive my bluntness, but you asked my '
opinion and in all honesty I have given it to you,
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. Dear Mrs, Karlini
Many thanks indeed for your kind

i letter about the meetings of the Commission on Arte

I wish I felt more deserving of your ge*ir‘roua_,”:; v

- hooois meat
vémarks on my conduct of the meetings, but in any,

cage I am most appreciative of your partisan support

’ of yeought
“in the struggle. - coih ca 20M

. i "
Gl ey o

.t Resd s Rg Snoerely,

» .ﬁl!'!,!!d He Bm’ ik'.

Mrs, John B. Karlin 4
1 Woodeliff brive-
Madison, New Jersey

AtiBrma
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Dear m: g

"y P '1mugmﬂnmpw%4¢!;"“ '

me tni made some mm.mmqnl. II 3
‘make .

WWW Wm””t;:; and you won't be M in town

a week or so,

There seems to be some Mplfm&oﬁntthoum
in the "Introductory Etatement on the Department...
the "Statement of Purposes and Aims.of the mucn...
But azain, I didn't want to edite | . | o A

31marely,

& Or

“e

ba

Alfred H, Barr, Jr.
. Marvin son
:‘.t.:ri.aml caa::g.lrof the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.

297 Fourth Avenue
New York, New York

AHBsma
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Dear Miss Warner:

Forgive me for not answer your letter before this.

I am asking Mr, Halverson of the National Councll
of the Churches of Christ and shall let you know his answer f g .(—
on whether the Council might be interested in your em-cwiicd Lunt o freifste

o-the nativity, I myself,think the collection must be very ;
interesting for a student and I appreciate your asking mp

I am also very pleased that you liked my
article in Prestyterian Life,

B:I.nnrdv.
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YOUNG WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION
120 WEST LEXINGTON AVENUE
ELEKHART, INDIANA

waere

most

Member of the Young Women's Chr n Amoclation of the United States of America
Member Agency of the Elkhart Community Chest, Ine

very

19VE o
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Wet. Cocieill

Dear Jeany

Thank you @ver so much for sending me the
clipping of Mrs. (?) Barbara Sargent's letter in
Christianity and Crisis., Such an angry and intelligent
Tetter I think does a great deal of good in jarring a
huge organisation like the NCCCUSA into an awareness of
its Philistinism,

I am not quite sure what she means by not
voting, Our Committee has no power, but ite resclutions
are voted upon by the Committee members,

Hmm.tucbdnroruinal?;n
chairman I would entirely agree with her. we can
a meeting at the end of the year at which I am afraid
resign, since I simply cannot carry on the
However,

case, I am very grateful to you for
¢lipping which I had not seen.

Sw'

Mrs, Robert Kintner
17 East B9th Street
New York 28, New York

AlBrma
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MRAs, ROBERT KINTNER
17 Easy B9TH STREET
NEew York 28, N. Y.
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from Christianity and Crisis

CORRESPONDENCE

To the Editors: = L
Just finished Amos Wilder’s article, “Christianity,

the Arts and the Mass Media,” in your August 8 issue.
He mentions the committee of artists and laymen
called together by the Department of Worship :m:ﬂ tl:.e
Arts of the National Council of Churches of Christ in
the USA — and he mentions them with hope! Alas,
poor Amos! )

I am one of that lonely crowd — disenfranchised and
uninformed, to be sure — but from the outside of ?.he
inside, I should like to record a few random, non-voting

hts.

th;‘l;:g; chairman of my committee is Mr. Alfred Barr
of the Museum of Modern Art. What could be more
auspicious? We number among us an _editor of Motive,
that pearl of denominational magazines, professors
from the Big Three, the great Tillich himself. Not
all manner of men, but the very men. What then, can
stop so goodly a company? How can they be rendered
impotent ? e,

Very simply. The NCCCUSA can do 1_t without turn-
ing a hair. It can sponsor Norman Vincent Peale _to
undercut any ideological sympathy between the artist
and the church. It can and it does. )

It can sponsor television programs of fu\:o_rlte hymns
to solidify the resistance of layman to musician. It can
and it does. g z

(Continued on page 134)

CORRESPONDENCE
(Continued f_mm page 130)

It can build new headquarters with 20th century mate-
rials and conveniences, and insist on a Gothic facing.
It can serve notice, by indirection, on all architects and
laymen that, though the architect has his uses when
it comes to secular comfort, he can only abuse the
worship of Christ; the house of God hardened in the
16th century, the Headquarters imitate in the 20th, and
the architect can hardly miss the handwriting on those
pseudo-ancient walls. It can and it will.

The NCCCUSA ean, through the Department of
Religious Education not only teach our children to color
within the lines, but teach our people to think within
the lines. [This group has] formulated a canon of
good taste in Bibical art, available for your use.
Whatever your field — motion pictures, slides or just
plain Sunday School material, whatover your question
— the advisability of halos, length of beard, general
coloring, profile, full-face or footprint appearances, the
suitability of laughter or miracles, [they have] the
answer. And if some misguided Rouault should have
the temerity to suggest that in this year of our Lord
1955, he had been confronted by Christ and had with
passion painted him, he would have to deal with
[them]. The NCCCUSA ecan assure the churches that
Christ is unable to reveal himself to the artist just
at present. It ean and it does.

The NCCCUSA through its Department of Publica-
tions, its posters, its lack of concern with the bulletins
published by church publishing houses, can deny the

(Continued on page 136)

CORRESPONDENCE
(Continued from page 134)

churches the basic elements of good design. Tt can and
it does.

I fully intend to pay my expenses to the next com-
mittee meeting called by Mr. Barr. I know we will
meet in a room under the tender gaze of Sallman’s
Christ. I know I will not vote. I know we will be told
that there are no funds with which we can work in-
dependently. In short, I know we ghall be impotent.

But God is not. It is to him that we artists, laymen,
theologians come, in lonely erowds, sure that he can
use us, if he will. By all means, let us hope with Mr.
Wilder!

Sincerely yours,
Barbara Sargent
Bath, Maine
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Nad Comarttl

18 October 1955

Dear Blanchettes
I am happier than I can say that you have
wmommthomimmmuthohtiond
Council of the Churches of Christ. I think you will be &
great help on the Commission,
RIS _ !mmﬂlsugporbismmt,butm
;:"ﬁnnhmmntmwmgmm

AT £

nd hope
grt in the

Mrs. John D, Rockefeller, 3rd
1 Beekman Place
New York 22, New York
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October 1T, 1955

ONE BEEKMAN PLACE
NEW YORK 22

October 11, 1955

Dear Alfred,

Just a note to confirm our conversation
of yesterday and to say that I am sccepting member-
ship on the Commission on the Arts of the National
Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Al-
though I cennot give a lot of time to this, I shall
enjoy greatly working with you on the Commission
of which you are Cheirman.

I greatly appreciate your thought of me
in this connection eand hope that I can take some
small helpful part in the Commission's work.

Sincerely yours,

Bl Ml

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53 Street

New York 19, New York
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October 11, 1955

Dear '¥r#, Hortor:

Thenk you for your letter of feptem-
ber 21st asking me tc accept election to the
Departaent of Worship and the Arts of the Ne-
tional Council of the Churches of Christ in the
U.8.A., of which you ere Cheirmen.

I snall look forward to heving @ pert
in ‘your work, particularly in connection with
Mr. Alfred Berr, Jr. and the Commission on the
Arts.

Very sincerely yours,

Mre. John D. Rockefeller, 3rd

¥re. Douglas Horton, Cheirmen
Divigion of Christisn Life eand Work
Heztionel Couneil of the Churches
of Christ i" the U-S.A.

257 Fourth Avenue

New York 10, Hew York
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October 11, 1955

Deer Mr. Helverson:

Thenk you very much for your letter of
September 21st informing me of my appointment to
memberchip on the Commission on Art of the Depart-
ment of Worship and the Arts of the Netional Council
of Churches of Christ in the U.8.A.

: I shall be plessed to sccept membership on
this Commission which I understand is under the
¢heirmenship of Mr. Llfred H. Bare, Jr.

Very sincerely yours,

¥re. John D. Rockefeller, 3rd

r, Mervin Halverson, Executive Director
Depertment of Worship and the Art
Nationel Council of the

Churches of Christ in the U.S.&.

297 Fourth Avenue

New York 10, New York
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Dear BRlanchette:

Here are the minutes of the recent meeting of the Mmkimmxx
Commission on Art of the National Couneil of Churches about which I spoke

THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

J 0
Date. '*° 20, 1955

To: Alfred Barr

From: wa

fr. Halverson says that he would like Mrs. Rock. to be invited to join the
ghaﬁl Cmit.tsgjaf—m—llmil which has six Commissions, fineluding
yours under it. General members are then assigned to Commissions, and Mrs.
Rock. would be assigned to your commission.

He will want to talk to you next week about poll results, ete. and will call for
a time.

7 Marie
0“!‘1\\) WP"-:t'w_._LL,L \-( s ’!'L’ i.’.‘ 4 l[""’ {’61‘-I*(;'

e

of [ L
| | wa Clecp wl«e a}
é;_g.t.{;_h cg_(__ @L‘ Wd AL -—Ct(;_, ) @ dA_L? (]

Qo iteddeoe \_

) | e
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Dear Blanchette:

Here are the minutes of the recent meeting of the ¥mkimwxX
Commission on Art of the National Council of Churches about which I spoke

to you weveral weeks ago. Wikk¥x It will give you some idea of the work of
this particular commission which is a very minor committee in a colossal
organization., WNevertheless, I think its work would really interest you. I
would like to propose you for a member of the committee if you think you
would be interested. We've had only one meeting and will probably have only
two or perhaps three meétings a year. I must say I found the first one
faseinating.

I pive you my personal word that membershiop on this committee

wouldn't involve your giving any money.

4‘ 36«
it is the Commis’gi’m on A’ wmwhe thJught. that Mrs. J should

7 eRbs/or: AHB lﬁas rted the/ htt}r’ but hesitete,a,J e

alverson may have in mind tl t. he should bg'/émber of some other and
neral committee. How should he proceed. m——

a Hu ﬂlc,f?‘f
' War Clesp L\,
(;,LL-‘._;_."\ O_(_ (—f L VAL \_t G y &W?“ID Q‘}

hY

O o el 4o ‘\
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Arts, that acceptance of
General Committee would not involve time or work except on one of

departmental commissions,

In the same envelope with Mrs, Horton I enclose
of the membership of the Oeneral Committee, ItM%nWW*

©of the names, both of churchmen and laity.
& Besimn TLCH pacanse the National Couneil 1is a huge organization

some 10,000, citizens, I have enclosed an organizational chart. You
will see on it towards the left the Division of Christian Life and Work, and under
that, characteristically at the bottom, Wérship and the Arts, the "Arts" written
in pen as an obvious afterthought, The Commission on Art is a committee working within
the Department of Worehip and the Arts. The general purpose of the Division of

and the Arts bas, I think, been very briefly and well stated by Marvin
Halverson in the pamphlet enclosed in his letter. The Commission on Art which he
asks you to join ie at present, as I have said, under my chairmanship, so that I
fervently second his invitation,

~ Whe'Commisaion on Art would not I think involve you in much time
and work, It met only once last year, I am afraid because of my own preoccupation
with the Museum's Tweuty-fifth Anniversary Year, However, that one meeting was, in
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Mrs, John D, Rockefeller, 3rd

Muhhomthingolaar. Iouuunbt"“

to volunieer funds. The.

muﬁxmmuukmm In any case, the.
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NATIONAL COU

NC OF
IN THE UNI 8

IL
TED

INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM
Alfred H. Barr, Jr. DATE:  6/10/55
Marvin Halverson SUBJECT :

I am leaving late in the afternoon of Monday, June 13, for the middle
west and shall not return until after July 4. Therefore I am sending
this memorandum in case I do not have a chance to talk with you by tele-
phone Monday.

Accompanying this memorandum is some material pertaining to Mrs. Rocke-
feller. A long time ago'l prepared a little statement on the Department
vhich may be a brief and sufficient explanation of its purposes. I am
including a parsgraph which explains the structure of the Department.,
You have asked me to draft a letter which would make clear to Mrs. Rocke-
feller that she would not be asked for money. I find it diffieult to
draft such a letter on your behalf. I wonder if the paragraph deserib-
ing the Department might mot be incorporated into your letter. Then you
might explain that the protocol of the National Council will rule out
the possibility of Mrs. Rockefeller's being approached for money. Since
the Rockefellers in various guises are already contributing to the Na-
tional Council, I am forbidden to make any financial requests of them.

The next matter concerns the increasing pressure being brought to bear
upon me from many quarters for a national competition in religious art.

I wonder if you would agree to the appointment of a committee which

could be brought together in September perhaps to explore the possibility
of such & competition and discuss what would be involved. After looking
at the Commission on Art 1ist I think the following named persons might
be considered for membership: Charles C. Cunningham, Lamar Dodd, David
E. Finley, Mrs. Robert Kintner, Henry P, McIlhenny, Samuel Miller and
Duncan Phillips. You have knowledge of most of these people far beyond
mine, which may qualify or completely alter the list.

The other matter concerns travelling exhibitlons of good reproductions.
There are repeated requests for a package exhibition which can be shown
at a local church, college student center or conference. What do you
think of the following named persons to constitute a committee to meet
in September as well and discuss the possibilities and requirements in
developing a project such as this: Leslie Cheek, Jr., Mrs. Jermayne
MacAgy, A. Hyatt Mayor, Roger Ortmayer and Esther I. Seaver.

If we do not have a chance to talk on the telephone Monday, Mrs. Potter
will send your reply on to me. I spoke to Dorothy Seiberling the other
day. She seemed pleaged at the results of our Saturday conference.
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The Department of Worship and the Arts is a part of the Division of

Christian Life and Work, which is one of four major units in the

National Council of Churches. The Department is governed by a Gen-—
eral Committee of approximately one hundred members and an Execu-
tive Committee of approximately twenty members. While the govern-
ing body is the General Committee, the basic thinking and planning
are done in six commissions: architecture, art, drama, literature,
misic and ways of worship. Each commission ineludes, together with
ministers and laymen, persons who are professionally engaged in the

field of the commission.
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INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM
DATE:
FROM: Marvin Halverson SUBJECT:

To: Alfred Barr

The Nominating Committee of the Depertment met the other day to
recommend additions to the membership of the varicus commissions.
I failed to check with you before the meeting, but I did present
severel names which were discussed at the meeting of the Commis-
sion on Art last fall. The Nominating Committee approved these
names: David E. Finley, Washington, D.C.; Armold Flaten, North-
field, Minnesota; George Heard Ea.nﬂ.lton, New “aven, Conn.; Mrs.
Robert E. Kintner, New York City; Robert Motherwell, New York
City; Duncan Phillips, Weshington, D.C.; Siegfried Reinhardt,

St. Louis, Mo.; Mrs. John D. Rockefeller IIT, New York City., After
extensive discussion the members of the Nominating Committee
recommended the inclusion of these additional persons:

Mrs. Robert E. Winn, Dallas, Tex=ms, who has instituted a

program in her local church of buylng contemporary prints
for a church collection. As & new member of the General

Committee she is expected to be on a commission, and this
one seems logical for her.

Leslie Cheek, Jr., Richmond, Va.

Charles Nagel, St. Louis, Mo,

Lamar Dodd, Athens, Ga.
In addition the Nominating Committee requested you to add to this
list a museum official or a university professor from the south-
west. They were concerned that this area be represented profes-
sionally.

The Nominating Committee wanted your ratification before the list
was made final,
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el T
I nave talked > e, Yorey.

not attend any commitbee
to write me after she has ‘
at least have s 1ist from hin for our guldance
Morey's list he would probably be
something, if that's needed, Oth

of Vorship and the Arts
297 Fourth Avenue
New York 10, New York

AHBsma
Enclosure

(@ictated by Mr. Barry
transeribed in his absence)
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COMMISSION ON ART

Philip R, Adams

Alfred H, Barr, Jr. GC
Sterling 4. Callisen
Sumner McK. Crosby
Charles C. Cunningham
Erich Dinkler

Palmer Eide

Albert M. Friend, Jr.
Rev. Frank Grebe
Theodore M. Greene GC
Robert Hodgell
Jermayne MacAgy

A. Hyatt Mayor

Rev. Samuel Miller GC
William M. Milliken
Roger Ortmayer GC
Perry T. Rathbone GC
George Rowley

Mrs. Martin Sargent
Miss Egther I, Seaver GC
Wolfgang Stechow GC
Panl Tilliech GC
George Todd GC

Miss Lillian Williams
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COMMISSION ON ART

Sub-Committess

Committec for Christian Art Poll

Charles Rufus Morey EGeorge\ﬂamilton, alternate)
Perry T. Rathbone William Milliken, alternate)
Panl Tillich

Committee on Art and Illustrative Material in Church
Publications and Edueationsl Material

George Todd, Chairman
Roger Ortmayer

Mrs. Martin Sargent
Miss Lillian Williams

Committee on Films and Slides
Sumner McK. Crosby

Committee on Reprints
A, Hyatt Mayor (Sterling Callisen, alternate)
Rev. Frank Grebe

Roger Ortmayer ; corresponding members
Mrs., Martin Sargent)

Co tee of Selection for Church letin Projec

Wolfgang Stechow
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Somedseion on Art
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January 17, 1955

Dear Mr., Chateri

Your letter addressed to Mr. Barr was recelved at this
office., Inmammuch as it wes addressed to him, I shall forward
the letter to Mr, Barr, but I am teking the liberty of respond-
ing to your request for information.

The Commission on Art, which is headed by Mr. Barr, held
its first meeting in November. It was of an exploratory nature,
several cormittees being appointed to study certain problems and
conmence work on projecta.

Very soon we shall begin to issue a newsletter which will
be mailed to members of Christianity and the Arts Associates,
which is in the nature of an organization of "friends" of this
enterprise,

Sincerely yours,

Marvin Halverson
Executive Director

The Rev, E, Welter Chater
A1l Saints' Church
Harrison, New York

Mi/ip
encls
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All Baints’ Thurceh

Harrison, Nefw Pork

danuary 6, 1958

Mr, Alfred Barr, theirmun for art,
Department of Worship and the arts,
Natlonal Council of Churches,

297 Fourth Avenue, N... 10,

Dear Hr., Barr:

I am interested in learning more about

your cormissibn and ask that you send me some information.

ihe general fileld of church art together with basiec
prineiples of art are mysteries , I believe, to the

average clergyman, partlchharly the latter.

¥hrough my wife, whe is an artist, and through one
of the faculty of the art Students' League, I am beginning
to get oriented, and belleve that now is the time for

constructive action to bring art and the church together.

with beat wishes for your success, I am,

Falthfully yours,
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RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS

Concrele panels casl “in sifu” by Bernard Frazier. They are forty feel high and were done for
Temple Israel, Tulsa, Oklahoma. Percival Goodman, archilecl
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RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS

Worship and the Arts

By Otto Spaeth

Mpr. Spaeth ts a founder and past president of
the Liturgical Arls Sociely: a member of (he
American Federalion of Arls: and a privale
collector

Tm-: SIX RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS shown in this
issue of ArcHITECTURAL RECORD are com-
pelling examples of what may be expected
from a fruitful encounter between eternity and
the moment. It was that encounter that raised
the great churches of our European past and
it is heartening to see it taking place again.

A continuity of essentials thus exists in
ecclesiastical architecture of the first rank, and
if surfaces change — sometimes apparently be-
yond recognition — it takes but a moment’s
thought on two of these essentials, ““eternity”
and **the moment,” to see why this must be.

The moment changes, of course, or it would
not be the moment. But the changes evident
in the moment that inspired the best of these
churches and temples are more profound than
the availability of new materials for building,
and new architectural concepts for handling
those materials. The moment includes the
whole present society in which the church is
situated, the position of the church in that
society, the intellectual texture of the congre-
gation, the many and intricate relationships
between the congregation and the society.

To illustrate: a thirteenth century cal hedral
dominates the thirteenth century cathedral-
town partly because the thirteenth century
Church did indeed dominate the society of
that day. Dr. Blanchard aside, docs anyone
seriously pretend that any Church d¢ yminales
contemporary American sociely?

“Bternity” changes, too. This blatant con-
tradiction in terms is explained by the simple
fact that in our vital encounter — certainly
insofar as it takes place in ecclesiastical archi-
tocture — we are not really dealing with

162 ARCHITECTURAL RECORD DECEMBER 1955

eternity, but, of necessity, with our own under-
standing of eternity. This is not theological
relativism, but a simple recognition of the
humility and truth in St. Paul’s “through a
glass darkly.” From time to time the vision
clears: from time to time the glass darkens.
Bul at any time, we are stuck with the glass.
Only through it can we glimpse the eternity
which is to shape our lives and our churches.

To illustrate again: five hundred years ago
one of the three or four most popular subjects
of religious art — you see it everywhere in the
period : in stone tympani over church doors, in
tapestries, in murals, in manuscript illumina-
tions — was the danse macabre, the summon-
ing of all men to judgment and, for the most
part, the art implies, to condemnation. With
no change in the formal theology involved, it
is a fact that today that subject has vanished
from church art. The glass has changed,
cleared or darkened, as you wish, but changed
certainly: and with it has changed our “eter-
nity " insofar as it affects church decoration.

Well designed religious buildings take ac-
count of such changes. Rooted in eternity,
they flower in the moment. We may take
pride in them not only as Christians or Jews,
but as Christians and Jews of this moment,
in this place. Good churches are made for
God. They are also made for us; and we are
not only rational animals, or humanity, or
even the Children of God: we are particular
individuals with a certain street address in
space, and. as St. Thomas defined *“Time,” in
“the flowing of the Even Now."”

[t would be pleasant to imagine that the
huildings shown here are typical of ecclesiasti-
cal building today. It would be deliberately
even rose color
darkens crystal — not to notice two churches
unmentioned in these pages but far and away
the two most widely known American churches
now building: the Cathedral of St. John the
Divine, in New York, and the National
Catholic Shrine of the Tmmaculate Concep-
tion, in Washington. Whether the Jews have
better taste in ecclesiastical archilecture or

darkening our own glass

simply the wisdom to be silent about their
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Lbore: u Head of Chrisl done in Mahogany by direct
carving. Made for Bishop J. Fullon Sheen by Louis
Ferrens

Left, top: ornamental crosses in Nafick Trinily Church,
Vatick, Massachusells. The Archilects Collaboralive sug-
gested three simplified Cellic crosses lo represeni the
Trinily. Made by a local ironsmith they are hammered
wrought iron, galvanized and painled black

Lefl, cenler: the allar of the Noviliale of the Jesuils in
Plaltsburg, New York. Execuled by Louis Ferrens, the
les are of wood and polychrome. A silver figure of
(Christ ts mounted on the cross

Left, boltom: a ** Menorah' by Seymour Liplon in nickel
silver four feel high. Done for Temple Israel, Tulsa, Okla-
homa. Pereival Goodman, archilect
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mistakes, I do not know; at any rate, there
appear to be no extravagant follies on a
similar scale.

These two, the one Protestant, the other
Catholic, are anachronistic before they are
finished. The Catholic shrine, indeed, is only
now moving off the drawing board. Plans
drawn up 25-35 years ago are now being put
mto effect. This outmoded conception will be
“completed” with a maze of Byzantine towers
and Romanesque domes absolutely meaning-
less to the 20th century. It is true that
modifications are being made, but why take
half measures? Why not start over? Why not
make it a living expression, a building which
will command respect?

St. John's, in New York, is in a slightly dif-
ferent dilemma, though the essential albatross
is the same bird: a sentimental and expensive
dedication to the dear, dead days of long ago.
Despairing of ever raising enough money to
finish the cathedral in the fifteenth century
style to which they'd hoped to become accus-
tomed, the authorities are casting about for
ways to solve the insoluble. St. Bernard's line
in a letter to Abbot William St. Thierry
on the subject of over-ornamentation in
churches is relevant: *“For God’s sake, if men
are not ashamed of these follies, why at least
do they not shrink from the expense?”

It seems to me that the first requirement of
a church or temple today is that it be of today,
contemporary, a structure embracing the total
life of the parishioner. That parishioner drives
a streamlined car to work in an office or factory
where everything has been designed for maxi-
mum efficiency and comfort. He travels in
streamlined trains and jet-propelled planes.
Yet every Sunday he is asked to hurl himself
back centuries to say his prayers in the pious
gloom of a Gothic or Romanesque past. 'I'II:v
clear implication is that God does not exist
today; He is made out to be a senile old gentle-
man dwelling among the antiques of his resi-
dence, one whom we visit each week out of
sentiment and then forget since he obviously
has no relation to the normal part of our lives.

God says, I Am Who Am.” This unique
use of the present tense abolishes tense itsell
and sharply rebukes the attempl to imprison

164 ARCHITECTURAL RECORD DECEMBER 1955

God in a granite cell, however lovely the
prison windows.

If our work today is to herald a new age
in church building, the first step has to be an
open minded and modest clergy. In _s.im_ple
frankness, the architectural resurrectionism
that blights our church plant today is the
direct result of profound clerical ignorance of
art and architecture, coupled with boundless
clerical self-confidence. Lest the restatement
of this plain fact seem presumption in a
layman, let me quote a bishop, The Most
Reverend Francis C. Kelley, Bishop of the
Tulsa, Oklahoma diocese, writing in the Lilur-
gical Arls Quarterly for October, 1940: *The
fact that a bishop has to examine and approve
of architectural plans in his diocese does not
make an architect out of him. Gaze on the
consequences that have followed the negatives
and posilives of bishops who were architects
only by self-confidence. No wonder we have
a liturgical arts movement —we had long
needed it. How many are the buildings too
costly to replace but too utterly bad to
tolerate in silence? Every one of them is a
monument to someone’s . . . ignorance. The
greatest men are those who learn their own
limitations. Stubborn men never learn theirs,”

The ecclesiastic of any rank cheerfully ad-
mits that the laying on of hands has done
nothing at all for his knowledge of air condi-
tioning or central heating. He can be brought
to see the same of his knowledge of architec-
ture. Help can only come from where the
knowledge lies, from the architect or from the
well-informed, be he priest or layman. Many
Protestant churches have boards of trained
laymen who assist the pastor in secular mat-
ters; |Jlf'.\'l'_ men, naturally, form the nueleus of
any Inu.ldmg committee. It is my experience
that this lay participation seldom exists in
Roman  Catholic  churches: and  yet such
groups could be of inestimable aid to the
pastor certainly the businessmen among
them u-umh‘l point to the costliness of reiLeraling
past granite glories, The architect should be
prepared with periodicals and slides to show
the ‘1u'.~'| conlemporary ecclesiastical church
mb.vh”l'l"“”‘“ throughout the world; he should
stimulate the thought that architecturally as
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Olfver Bokse for Grote Borgenicht Gallary

Above: memaorial chalice lo the lale Mother Lucy, Mount
St. Scholastica, Alehison, Kansas. The chalice, which is
made of silver, was done by Wilhelm Wagner

Left, top: candelabrum by Calvin Alberl of lead and lead
alloy, 73 inches in heighl, Done for the Millon Sleinberg
House of the Park Avenue Synagogue whose archilects
were f\‘g‘”l\ and Gruzen

Left, boltom: a unique lighting fixlure by Seymour Liplon
for Temple Israel, Tulsa, Oklahoma. Called * Elernal
Light," il is made of nickel silver and is four feel high
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well as spivitually the church must be the
encounter of eternity and the moment,

Religious leaders should realize that the
term “modern™ is not synonymous with ex-
tremism hul thay Just as the Gothie style was
anew form clothing an old function, so modern
architecture is Ltoday.

wo, .
5 some s sflngled thing colfed Sothic .

The architect is in a position to say one word
in this struggle. The word is “no” said with
absolute finality. For, if an uninformed clergy
is the source from whom the blessings of
ersatz Gothic flow, in every case there has
been an acquiescent architeet to provide a
canal where he should have placed a dam.
With great travail, architecture has lifted
itsell’ from the brutish trades to professional
status. Does that status mean anything at all?
What do we think of a doctor who substitutes
for his honest diagnosis the sweet words he
knows his patient is longing to hear? Is the
architect of wedding-cake churches really any
different? The architect is indeed an inter
preter, the instrument through which his
client’s dreams are made incarnate. But if
those dreams are nightmares, professional
honesty requires that they be shown up as
such. When the architect has the courage to
say “no,” more and more ministers of religion
will find the courage to say ““yes™ 10 his work-
ing where he wants naturally to work. in the
spirit of the present moment,

A simple device for the long view is the in-
troduction of courses in art and architecture
into the curricula of seminaries and theological
institutions. If competent instruction was pro-
vided — if, for example, instructors were ob-
tained from nearby architectural schools
this delayed action policy could change the

DECEMBER 1055
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face of American church architecture in 50
years,

One special caveat needs mention; beware
of the “official” diocesan architect. Almost
all who qualify and succeed in this Monopo-
listic spot do so by producing churches of
uniform mediocrity.

\nd one related problem should be touched :
church decoration. You cannot destroy the
architectural beauty of a good chureh by
embellishing it with cheap artifacts: but you
can destroy its effect, for example, by the
Judicious placement of simpering garish plaster
concepls of ils great leaders and saints,

Here again, professional help is required and
is available. The most compelent art advisors,
critics, museum directors and their staffs have
their offices within blocks of some of the most
abominably furnished churches in the world.
Eventually, every large congregation. like any
good museum, should have an “acquisitions
committee” to protect the church from the
generosity of donors. The system at Chartres
is instructive. Think of the decades through
which the St. Sulpice district in Paris has been
producing its horrors of devotional art, yet
none has ever found its way into the cathedral
at. Chartres. Why? Because a4 succession of
wise ecclesiastics have placed the real author-
ity in the competent and free hands of the
Manury family, now in its third generation of
architects in residence at Chartres,

The architect has g continuous obligation
to the church he has built, He must, aL-II-'ast,
make the attempt to guard the purity of his
building. The lay-professional board of g
church, of which we spoke earlier, can be
helpful here. The ney pastor’s understandable
desire for change whepe no change is needed
can devastale a hl\;mlil'ulf_\ coneeived interior,

I.” any region of the count ry are competent
artists ready and willing to help the fusion of
etermity and the in the work of
Their names are available
from the heads of oup architectural schools
and Ir'qm museum  directors, Theip employ-
ment will do much to enhance churches and to
echo once more the plain statement of (GGod
that His church is tor all mep. of all times, in
all places.

moment

L 1':'|l‘-ai.l-~l j['ill art
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relief panels approrimalely twenly inches
e and four feel high by Calein Alberl. Construcled of
2d -.r'.u_'-' they were dorie _F'ur the ark doors of the
inberg House of the Park Avenue Synuagoque

f Christ by Hillis Arnold for the house
. McMenemy in New Jersey. The figure

zed terra cofla and is on a walnul cross four
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TEMPLE BETH EL, PROVIDENCE, R. I.

Percival Goodman, Architect

Severud- Elstad-Krueger, Structural Helorm Jewish con- "
Engineers ’ wndredth anni-

Levy & O Keefe. Engineers this synagogue.

James Douglas Graham. Lands. ape ¢ r 1000 can be

Architect High Holy davs.
E. Turgeon Construction Co.. e facilities are

Contractor P - : '
3 ' g which also contains
LT ~ bir '
1 = 1 J Horary of Ilv‘l‘}]"l‘“ allll
. HYeETature he : E
e social hs » DT
E & I hall is equipped

Presentations
modate « ver 300 lor
eclures of },]_I‘“‘_

. and will accom-
dinner and over 600 for
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Above: ealerior candelabra by Herberl Ferber; opposile
Pillar of Cloud and Pillar of Fire by Tbram Lassaw

Worship and the Arts in the Jewish
Tradition

By Percival Goodman, F.AIA.

A FOLK RELIGION based on ethical monot! eisIn.
The folk element — a special covenant oblains
between God and Israel. The ethics are il

of the Decalogue. Symbolic is the 5]
on every important occasion, " Hear O
the Lord our God, the Lord is one.”

The three divisions of today's Judaism
issue from the same source and are fed by
the same springs. The differences are nof
schismatic.

170 ARCHITECTURAL RECORD DECEMBER 1955

The service of all three consists of prayers,
readings from the sacred texts, songs, respon-
sive readings, sermons. There are no mysteries
and so the prayer hall should be In}‘ia.;hl and
light. ‘

A choir, concealed or \i.\-ll!lt', \\i[lt organ
wccompaniment, is always part of the Reform

vice: not a requirement, though often used,

iservatives, Instrumental musie
he Orthodox.

i

[he liturgical furniture stemming from the

tradition (Exodus 25) consists of the Ark
(focal point generally at the east and contain-
ing the scrolls); a covering in the form of a
curlain, the Paroches (often highly decorated) ;
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rum located at the right of the Ark;

a candelab
the Ark “to burn

a lamp placed over
eternally.”

The Torah is read from a .
table. Among th Orthodox and sometimes 1
the vice
toward the Ark;
the congregation. There
rabbi and one for the cantol
one pulpit used by both.

This furniture is mounted
Traditionally

cloth-covy ered

Conservative st reader laces

in Reforn

Lthe Bema.
(a raised platform). this is 1
the center of the hall, a location pr

the Orthodox. Both Consery ative and Reform
Ark end of the hall.

place the bema al the

-|':-|'|'1'l'i ]u'_\

:r aisle is provided,
but where

space around it.
There is no tradition in architecture or the
plastic arts. The architecture is always that
of the host country. as is the adornment.
the Second Commandment
ceribes the * making of graven images,” so the

[1n modern practi

primarily for wedding prc

the Bema is central there

l lowever, }'.\1"("1-
ornament is either floral or geometric. Equally
important, the teaching role of much Christian
\tational art was unnecessary, for Jews
had to be literate enough to read the
In general the proscription still

I'i‘}ll'l
i]_\ | LR}
h;li'l'l'll books.
holds. though many Reform Congregations
permil representational work. i
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9

Celli- Flynn. Architects and Engineers
Elwood Tower, Mechanical Engineer
Winterich. Stained Glass. Stations
Rambusch, Mosaic

172 ARCHITECTURAL RECORD DECEMBER 1955

ST. PETER’S CHURCH, PITTSBURGH, PA.

FHE PARISH OF ST. PETER serves 800 families
in the South Side of Pittsburgh and its church,
seating 750, lies virtually in the shadow of one
of the city’s large steel mills, The structure is
framed in steel and the exterior walls are of
insulated cavity brick. Roof is gypsum plank,
rigid insulation and llllill—llp ]i]l.ish. Floors are
flagstone and ceiling is acoustical plaster. The
bell tower is entirely of structural steel with
a 14-in. plate covering the five bell motors.
Screen is expanded walkway grating. Cost,
excluding only fees and site, was $330,000.
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By Maurice Lavanoux

Secrelary, Liturgical Arts Sociely, Inc.

174 ARCHITECTURAL RECORD

Worship and the Arts in the Catholic
Tradition

DECEMBER 1955

Saneluary mosaic by Rambusch; glass
and stations of the cross by Winlerich

Tue evorurion of all the arts at the service
of religion has now reached a point where we
can assess the difficulties which make of archi-
tecture in the Catholic Church a matter for
concern. The past twenty-five years have wit-
nessed a *cleaning-up™ process during which
we have gradually been rid of much archeolog-
ical baggage —a baggage which never had
much validity in those days and surely none
today.

However, this process has now resulted in a
simplicity which bids fair to become another
architectural cliché — a cliché of simplicity for
its own sake and in which sterility and stark-
ness are the keynote. In the haste to be rid of
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meaningless ornament many :-m:]lit.@!s, p(fr-
haps too well trained in the school of 5(“\-'.LIC
functionalism, have excluded all \\'z,n‘-mLh tmrvn
their buildings for the Church. They have
aped the current clinical look. . .
But in a Catholic church. because of l.u
liturgical requirements and the qurmul }”ITI]]J;_I
needs of the average congregation, such u‘:(
ness is pl‘l‘i'.iﬁl'fl\' what i:;m .i-r' reasonably con
demned today. Simplicity 15 one i o
ness and sterility is quite another. I"IJI'!iII!.Il.l.t}
the remedy is within our grasp. It is S“"FT"\“:_T
bring the artist back to our ('hu-rfiln‘:l.m ,..L_
artist as a responsihlt‘ persor, 11 wh_u ’]1‘: .._”]Ii“
tence is allied to a willingness Lo WOr wi

thing, stark-

RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS

the discipline of the work at hand. Such disci-
pline, paradoxical as it may seem, really allows
the artist full liberty in the exercise of his God-
given gift.

The ingredients for a fruitful evelution of
all the arts at the service of the Church are
simple: liturgical propriety and requirements;
architectural simplicity without sterility (in
other words, distinguished architecture); all
the arts brought into play to infuse the whole
with that warmth which makes a church truly
the House of God.

(Ed. Nole: Mr. Lavanoux's challenge to men of lalent: good

architeclure can develop only oul of an understanding accepl-
ance of the condilions and circumstances of the program)
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ST. SAVA’S CHURCH, McKEESPORT, PA.

John Pekruhn, Architect THE SERBIAN ORTHODOX parish of St. Sava’s N

Joseph E. Spagnuolo, Structural brought with them from their former church I
Engineer a group of liturgical fittings and a strong litur- |

Charles Hawk, Jr., Mechanical gical tradition. They asked the architect to ’
Engineer organize on a hillside site a setting for their

Simonds & Simonds., Landscape worship which would recall for older wor-
Architects shippers the architectural forms of their Euro-

pean childhood and at the same time express
the environment and technology and interests
of the parish young people. The structure is of
steel bents and open web joists, with a copper
roof, acoustic tile ceiling and quarry tile floor.

Nicholas Le Donne, Contractor
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The screen, gale and icons were brought from the
Sormer parish church

Worship and the Arts in the Orthodox
Tradition

By Milan G. Popovich
Rector, St. Sava’s Chureh

IN THE ORTHODOX CHURCHES, church buildings
are designed in conformity with the spiril
of Orthodoxy as it is expressed in both doctrine
and public worship.

The length of every Orthodox church build-
ing must follow the east-west line, so that the
sanctuary always faces east. A cross embel-
lishes the top of every dome and belfry, It is
also profusely used in the interior.

178 ARCHITECTURAL RECORD DECEMBER 1955

RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS

According to Orthodox belief, God is the
Eternal King of Heaven, and His symbolic
habitation on earth, the church l;uilding,
should be royal in every respect. The earthly
royal splendor has always served as a pattern
for the symbolic expression of heavenly glory.

The church building should be spacious,
ichly ornamented, awe-inspiring. The ceiling
hould be high and curved.

some churches have a vestibule at the

western entrance separated from the nave
of the church. Above and across the vestibule,
a balcony (choir loft) is built for the choir.
The nave of the church is subdivided into
two sections. The rear section, which is very
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Joseph W Maditor
s & Y' > e -
N0 Owom D00
008 OO0 90
R Frars? ST
86 BO®E 000

Glass roundels were cul from bol-
toms of bollles blown by Blenko
Glass; relief by Ray Smilh used
same clay as adjoining brick and
was fired by same manufacturer

spacious, is assigned for the w@r:.«'lnppt‘:rs. 1}(1):.
front section, or chancel, is elevated b}. o.nfaml
more steps. It is reserved for the clergy a
cantors.

The nave of the
the sanctuary by a ° S ires TEpIE-
ostas, It is studded with holy pi '||':\ ',.|‘ o
senting the highlights |'m1ln .Ilw |.l.l :--]{ “.5 :
C-hl'iﬂt and l-iil; Viother of God, as Wt
number of saints. i

Behind the iconostas 15 the :a;incf-tu«ili.\i;:rllltilhv
senting the dwelling of t.lu_a ,\IU; Lt
HOIY of Holies. In the middle o ’:‘ Li:e Wi
table which signifies s¢V eral L%l.llll{:‘ ;L E
whereon Jesus Chrisl had His 1.a8

church is separated from

L screen called the tcon-

the cross on which He was crucified, the altar
on which the Lamb of God is being sacrificed
in the Divine Liturgy, the sepulchre in which
He was buried, and the throne of glory upon
which He is sitting at the right hand of His
Father.

This whole arrangement is designed to
conform with the requirements of Orthodox
worship, and particularly with the require-
ments of the Divine Liturgy, which is a mysti-
cal and symbolical drama. It represents a
re-enactment of the Incarnation and Self-
Sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which are correlated
with the Creation, Fall and Redemption of
mar.
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*ST. GEORGE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, DURHAM, N. H.

John A. Carter, Architect ON THE PRINCIPAL STREET of a small university
Robert W. Loomis, Structural town a 26-foot high chancel window expresses
Engineer | the worshipful character of this church which
Robert Sowers, Stained Glass Designer | seats 150. The church furniture, designed by
John Hatch, Muralist | the architect, the stained glass, and the mural
Ernest R. Sanders, Contractor ichieve remarkable unity with the pink and
oray granite and the cedar of the exterior.

* Premialed in the 1955 Awards Program of The laminated wood arches carry a three-inch
the Church Archileclural Guild of America plank roof with asphalt shingles. The main

floor surface is rubber tile and asbestos vinyl
and interior panelling and trim is of pine,
Over-all cost was £108,000.00,
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Worship and the Arts in the Episcopal £ FRENCH MAINTAIN that one may always
I'radition ¢ Episcopal Church if one finds
suspenders.” There is a

-

= remark since the I'I.IIIM"U-

By Edward N. West, D.Th.. Litt.l

Canon, Calledral of & LR with the other
ghean Communion, is in-

the written word

prominent position, thus

ch holds the Bible

prominent position. The

ZICS i I 1lhe lhlll’f I‘jl‘_‘. lar ”H’
g ' munion presuppose a careful
word amd sacrament, thus

Church, the centrality of the

tar is preserved, while the pulpit and lectern
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Jowwah W Moty

Siz fi by eight ft muaral by Prof. John Haich, 1 niversily of
New Hampshire, is in a Seco Freseo of blue, while and um-
ber ransparent casein washes. Seen al the end of the service
ils traditional Christian symbols are arranged as an Amen

e e

are in balancing position in relationship both
gation.

to the altar and to the congreg
Although not an ancient hal
be seen on most of the altars of Episcopal
churches. There will. in addition, in most
instances, be at least one pair of candlesticks.
Full frontals, very long fair linens. and ;._luml
ahsence of lace, characterize MOSt of our
churches. In churches where th
reserved, more oiter
done in an aumbry or cl ' th wall
of the sanctuary (! [ 1 liturgical
north which assumes U
in the east). Communk
most universal, but e

it. crosses will

Qacrament 18

conveniences for the communicants rather
than as rails of separation.

There is no such thing as an exclusively
Anglican style of architecture. The liturgy
will work satisfactorily in any building of
any style if it be borne in mind that, from our
point of view, a church must be altar-centered
with adequate place for the reading and the
preaching of the Word, and that convenient
arrangements for public baptism must exist.

\n architect has only to remember these
things in designing a church for us: start with
an altar and build a church around it.

Ed. Nole: Compare with Reformed Tradilion)
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Hedrich-Blowiing

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, SPENCER, 1I0OWA

THis SKILLFULLY DESIGNED and detailed
church provides a worship center for a middle-
sized congregation. Structure employs steel
har joists and laminated wood members. Ex-
terior walls are of face brick and interior walls
are variously wood, plaster or brick. Pitched
roof is of tile with built-up roof elsewhere.
Ceilings use structural fir and acoustic tile.
Floors are finished with vinyl asbestos tile.
[Heating system is hot water with multi-zone
ventilating unit in the nave and a radiant sys-
tem for supplementary heating.

Harold Spitznagel & Associates.
Architects

Wallace S. Steele, in charge of project

James M. Walsh, Associate {rchitect

Bolt, Beranek & Newman, {eoustical
Consultants

Spencer Construction Co.. General
Contractor
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Worship and the Arts in the Reformed
Tradition

By Rev. Marvin P. Halverson
Execulive Director, Deparlmenl of Worship and

the Arts, Nalional Council of the Churches of

Christ in the U.S.A.
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HedrighrBlassing

THE BASIS OF WoRrsHIP in Lthe Reformed tradi-
tion is the recognition of God and what he has
done and what he has promised to do rather
than man’s intentions and hopes. Such worship
often has been austere because of the convie-
tion that no physical symbol adequately can
represent. God in his majesty and glory and
love. Bul it is worship of a fellowship, a com-
munily of believers who have been gathered
together by God's action. The Reformed
churches in New England, which we call Con-
gregational, named their place of worship the
“meeting house,” for the building was the
place where they met each other and as a
communily met their God.
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In the Reformed tradition the sacrament of

Baptism is that initiatory act in which a per-
son is recognized as a member of the com-
munity. Therefore it has been considered im-
portant that Baptism lake place before the
entire congregaltion.
the Church is the Lord’s Supper Although it
is not observed every week a s hoped |'-.‘|..!I|<|
sometimes achieved in the carly years of the
Reformed tradition, it is central (
Supper is the celebrational “meal™ ol the
family of God, the Church Accordingly the

Table must be large enough
ich a large number ol per-

| he | I!I'l!.-“

to suggest a

banquet around whi
sons might gather.

The n”lll sacrament ol

The relationship of the Table to the Pulpit
is crucial. The Pulpit, in the language of the
earlier vears, is the ““throne of the Word of
God™ and the sermon is * the monstrance of
the Gospel.™ Therefore the Pulpit is the place
where the Bible is read and the sermon is
preached. At the Lord’s Table, the Word
which is preached is “acted™ out as it were,
so the Table needs to be related to the Pulpit.
Sinee worship is the act of a community it is
necessary that all may see the Table, Pulpit
and Font and that all may hear. What is
required, then, is a building which enables the
(hurch to worship God according to its under-
standing of God and His ways with men.
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Northrwas! Phatographic lusiraton

CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, EUGENE, ORE.

Pietro Belluschi and Skidmore. Owings
& Merrill, Architects

Cooper and Rosé, Structural Engineers

Donald J. Kroeker and Associales,
Mechanical Engineers

Pettengill and Kelley, Electrical
Engineers

Albert Vik & Son, General Contractor

148 ARCHITECTURAL RECORD DECEMBER 1955

Ture comprETION this year of a nave seating
100 and a chapel for 40 brings to full 1‘<‘allliz:1i
tion a master plan for this congregation orig-
inally conceived by Pietro Belluschi, The ]li'li'-
-_\.h |!.I” .||||| ::Hiu-h were |'|':|1I}1|l‘l!‘tl ill 1‘”7-
|:.\r1|||':2||ll! wood archies constitute the prin-
cipal structural element. Exterior and interior
walls are of brick and stained douglas fir. Roof-
ing is built-up. Floors are asphalt tile and
carpet. Hot water heating through radiant
floor panels. Total cost: approximately $100,-
000.00, '
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Worship and the Arts in the Lutheran
Tradition

By Dr. Joseph Sittler
Professor, Chicago Lutheran Seminary

190  ARCINTECTURAL RECORD DECEMBER 1955

Forthenst Photographic ustratars

“THE WORD BECAME FLESH and dwelt among
us.” This statement puts one at the central
place for pondering what the form of a Chris-
tian church should announce. “The Word”
is Christ. He is the coneretion of what God is,
demands, gives.

“The Word became flesh™ means that this
reality, this saying, this requirement and this
gift has oceurred in history where men live.
The Christian faith is not the bowing of men
belore a dream of religion; it is the adoration
ol men before the gracious act of God's Christ
given and alive within man’s history-house.

“And dwelt among us” means that this
new reality is alive here and now. This dwell-

T O e A -

F AT T



FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder: 4]

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY \

AHB I.A 349 J

RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS

ing creates a communily that responds 1o it,
lives by the fact of it, calls itself the very
“hody of Christ” in the body of this world.
The Lutheran tradition is Christocentric
through and through. God is the God who is
revealed in Christ. The knowledge of God is
what is offered in Christ. The worship of { 1od
centers in the entire Christ-deed, from bhirth
through death and resurrection, to His real
presence in the household of ( 1od, the church.
Therefore every effort to give this {radition
palpable, declaratory force musl sel forth,
point to, hold up and draw Lo the single
Christ-center, the multitudinous details of
worship. What should be celebrated in both

architecture and liturgy is not general reli-
giousness, unspecified spirituality, or a mias-
mic if potent mood of sheer Otherness. The
Lutheran understanding of the Christian faith
asserts that all of this is intrinsically unre-
demptive. :

The sole, final and absolutely redemptive
fact is God’s deed in Christ: Christ in His
historical actuality as Jesus of Nazareth, in His
real presence as Lord of all things known, re-
ceived and adored in His church.

J2d. Note: This maslerful slalement places the burden of
the formal expression of meaning squarely on the archilect;
proseribing only lhe generalized expressions so common
today)
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FAITH'S
NEW FORMS

Contemporary U.S. churches take on
a look of the world they are serving

All across the U.S,, from Massachusetts to Oregon, new and sometimes
surprising shapes point skyward from the land in ever-increasing num-
bers to testify both to the biggest building boom in church history and
to the greatest revolution in ecclesiastical architecture since the Renais-
sance. Many of the new churches have been built by the country’s fore-
most architects and bear a contemporary look that is a complete depar-
ture from familiar church design.

Though the new churches seem radical, such shifts in style are actually
the tradition in Chris architecture. The earliest churches followed
contemporary Greek and Roman design. Centuries later came the soar-
ing Gothic cathedrals of the Middle Ages, then the great domed churches
of the Renaissance. These basic designs changed little in the following
But today in a world of swept-wing planes, of soaring, glass-

centur
walled scrapers, many architects feel that the ancient forms have
lost present meaning. They have substituted new designs which, though

abstract, fully embody the traditional Christian symbols,

In a church like Cedar Hills (right and opposite) the triangle, sign of the
Trinity, is the dominating design motif. But instead of a triangular roof
and pointed steeple, roof and steeple are one. Other churches are cir-
cular to symbolize God's perfection or take the shape of a parabola
whose arms are infinite, to suggest the infinite love of Christ, Some are
open to the air to express the unity of man and n
r to enter. Whatever form they take, they £
Christian symbaolism which, in eve and in every society, has found
the means for speaking cloquer i

t1
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LAMINATED BEAMS of fir
support steep roof, finished in
hemlock, of the Congregation-
al Church in Cedar Hills, Ore.
Designed by Warren Weber,
church cost $45,000, seats 155,

TENTLIKE ROOF, si
the ground, gives g steeple ef-
fect to the Cedar Hills church,
The vertical skylights illumi.
nate the altar. Shingles are (=5
dar, facade is of local redwood,

RECTANGULAR FA( AL
of tir and glass adorns
Lutheran ¢t
Ore., designed by Belluschy as
Skidmore, Owing and Merrill

It seats 350 and cost S103,000

rch in
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FAITH'S \l\\ Ii( )H\'l"\ CONTINUED

\

y - e -
PARABOLIC PLAN was used in Catholic Church of the Resurrection in St. -
Louis, whose walls follow parabola’s curve, Glass fr with 1d baptistry —1 - -
stretches between ends of wall, Inside (/ ), a halo of lig aods altar — -

and mural based on Apostles” Creed. Architects were Murphy and Mackey
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FAITH'S NEW FORMS coxnnues

t has patterr

PLEXIGLAS CROSS hangs above the altar o
St. Stephen’s Church ' o)

eether by stee

WELCOME TO PASSERS i by the First Harold Wa 1 sla
Presbytenian Church at Vero Beach, Fla., design il At ¢ cl 1 N

PLATE GLASS WALL revea teep-roofed na O P ed by Theod HBrook 1l Giilbert

| Calumb Coddinat I LT ) cost $3150.000

of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Cht
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