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WILLIAM A.M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N, Y.

January 7, 1955

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for your note of January 4th about the

McDuffie matter. You seem to be going into this very

thoroughly and I wish you luck.

Sincerely,
B an

William A. M. Burden

Mzr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N, Y.
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WILLIAM A.M. BURDEN
830 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y,

December 6, 195L

Dear Alfred:

Your letter of November 29th is most interesting.
I think it might be quite reasonable to present this to
the Trustees provided we can get a real check of Mr.
McDuffie's reliability. I am sure this could be done
through Nelson's office and possibly someone at the
Council on Foreign Relations who is familiar with the
Russian field could check it also,

Sincerely,

S

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N. Y.
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WILLIAM A.M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. ¥

November 23, 195U

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for sending me a photograph
of the Marquet. I think I have seen this picture
before. It is very fine, but I would not be
interested in it.

Sincerely,

T Ao

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York
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¢ct Do Miller

Dear Bills

I enclose a photograrh of a very fine view of the
Seine by Marquet who was, as you know, an intimate friend of
Matisse and lived in the same building with him on the Quai
San Michel. It occurred to me that this picture might interest
you bedause of your-early Matisse, . . .

'~ Marquet's popularity among French collectors
consequently his prices have gone up

few yeara, Judging from the photograph, this may be one of
the best paintings. I believe it's now in Canada and could be
sent down if you were seriously interested. Van Wi selingh &
Co. is the greatest of the Dutch dealers in modern nch
paintings.. .

If you are not interested, please send back the
photograph.

sthosraly,

Mr. William A. ¥. Burden
630 Fifth Avenue

¥ew York 20, New York

AMBie . . .

(ddetated by Mr, Barr before leaving for
Massachuse tts)
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WILLIAM A .M. BURDEN
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

November L, 195l

Dear Alfred:
Many thanks for your note of November 3rd.
The Degas is a fine one. However, I would not be
interested in it. What I would really like to find is
another great Rousseau, but I guess they are few and
far between.
Sincerely,

B ur

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. B&I’r, Jre.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York 19, N. Y.
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WILLIAM A.M. BURDEN
S§30 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

November 9, 195l

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for your letter of October 29th.
I would be glad to contribute $l,000\:\ toward the purchase
of the Soutine. T am sorry that T ca;l;;é't make it more
at this time.

Sincerely,

B

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York 19, N. Y.
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date_ — November 12, 195l

To:

Mr, KQI:E)G:L Re:

F 2
o Betsy Jones

_—

The attached cheek for £1,000 came in the mail this morning from
Mr, Burden, Also attached is a copy of the letter than covered it.

All the best.

Sincerely,

B AN

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N. Y.
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WILLIAM A M. BURDEN
830 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. v,

August 26, 1954

Dear Alfreds

Confirming our telephone conversation, I
understand that you have decided to act in a consultant
capacity for the Harvard Committee to study the "work
of the University in the field of fine arts", instead
of becoming a full member. I think in view of the
intensity of the Museum's activities this winter this
decision is a wise one.

We can have a talk about the Upsala matter
later.

A1l the best.
Sincerely,

IR YVEN

William A, M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H, Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N. Y.
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Dear Mr. McCabes

Mr. Barr has asked me to answer your letter of
about two paintings and & tapestry about which Mr. Burden has been asked,

None of these works comes within Mr, Barp's field of expert
knowledge. He therefore sugpests that you submit them for appraisal
to someone who would lmow somethi~g about their authenticlity and value.

mup-‘::yh w:mumﬁ:-mmgmum
who are proba largest deslers in tapestries in New York,
“ﬁiﬂnh&dﬂhlﬂtﬂhb.ﬁﬂ“dhﬂﬂ“'l
from whom Mr. Burden by Francis Bacon or to

; ‘recently t & painting by Fri
Knoedler or to Julius Weitsner, 36 Fast 57th Street.

It dﬂihhﬁndﬁnﬁp otthlmruthl;anhn
were told to what purpose the appragisal g

an appralser asks a fee if the

document, but Mr, Barr thinks

to give Mr, Burden an

Mr. L. V. MoCabe

Office of Mr., William A. M, Burden
630 Fifth Avenus

New York, New York
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Dear Bills

There is a superb painting with collage by Juan
Gris at <am %als', asking price at $18,000, T am wry ngu-
to have ﬂﬁainthlhuum,mthnumlwm

be interested, won't you let me know right Illr
Thie 48 one of the nry fow ﬂn’t :rtte twentieth
century works I have seen on the mrket this season.
Sincerely,

¥r, William A, M, Burden

630 Fifth sverme
Yew York 20, Vew York

AHB ma
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Mm:
Mr, McCabe phoned April 20th to say that the

restoration dmmﬁu is now em]:?. A{thu?;dt'h

mwvm:hwqmm_mmt hmmmm\h-f

> iuﬂt ﬁuﬂn

5 157 g "'g'l af he larps sngd

me ofy b ses tham 4 you eom
L sas 0o DOUrS In wivieg peu
W tat cioe, Howewer, tids Iotier
ie =y Hondnp,)
Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
. Sraerely,
Mr. William A. M. Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
Yew York 20, New York

AHP 1mR
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Dear Billy

April 23, 195k

I want in to study the Soulages, They seemed to me
very goods U three lorge ones, 77 x 52", asking price $2,000,

1 preferred:

First cholee =
Second choice -

“ » r “ErE"

1 haweg

Of half a dosen siAdle sised ones, T preferreds

e sYar Deilter W hs 2090 im

e
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.+, L think the Soulages is one of the best I have
mrlunnmwmmmthwthcminﬂu

Museum's Collection,

si-__ L

William A. M.
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Dou la 7'6’5

October 8, 1953

Dear Bi11, e Soula [ saw in Paris., Whad
; thin__k,‘mn,_.:,laoul]fagg is one of the best I have
eVer seen -- perhaps even better than the one in the
Museum's Collection, e
sihceraly,

William A, M. Burdesn

Mfred H, Barr, Jr,

New York 20, New York
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630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

October 8, 1953

Dear Alfred,

This is the Soulages I saw in Paris. What

do you think of it? The price is

Sincerely,
Bl

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred Barr

The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N. Y.
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To: AHB

From: 1y

Dear Alfred:

by Soulages,
When you wrote to Carré asking for photos of several other recent works/
they only sent the one which we are interested in,

The attached 3 photos are ones which you brought back last summer,

Do you want to send them bo-Mr. Burden, or shall I write Carré again?

ﬂ/{?’i >

William A. M. Burdem

Mr. Alfred Barr, Director
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N. Y.

0 el Falt fc.‘u ‘."l’ r'd.
5 o Y\ haee
¢ r)lt“-gl [ = 29
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830 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

November 26, 1952

Dear Alfred:
If by any chance you happen to run across
a good Seulage, please be sure to let me know.

Sincerely,
B~

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred Barr, Director
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N. Y.

oo . v ol loct ’3 '
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date_ Aeril 20, 1954

To: Alfred Re: From Mr, Burden's office

From: Marie

Wr. McCabe called from Mr, Burden's office with two messages from Mr.
Burden:
le. Mr. Burden wishes you to know that the Daumier is now completed

in restoration, He thought that you 'ad someone interssted in it

and that you might wish to see it now. ?t is at the Silverstein

Callery.

before the opening
Mr. Burden would like you to see the n SoulagesFt Kootz. If you

see anything of extraordinary brillianpcs, particularly in big

pictures, he would like to be wired gize and price to Peru.

Tust as Mr, McCabe hung up, Mr. Kooz called to say that the Soulages




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:
The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY
AHB T.A.236

Ja.'

aw-.&wt

 ee: F. Pernas

Dear Bill:

Here are three prefaces for the Amniversary Book
which you might care to glance over. René wrote Jock's and
his own with some editing on my part. I don't think any of
the three are perfect. However, in our last minute rush, we
have sent them off to the printers in Holland. The proofs
should be back within a week so that any errors can be caught
at that time, .. oy ool

; - Sincerely,
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cer D, Miller

Dear Bill:

 Fernanda Wittgens, Director of the Brers in
Milan, has written me that their Picasso catalog is out
of print but that they are getting out & new edition
which will include the Moscow pictures and other belated

lm- mdm&-mﬁ mani soon and she is

A

sgt, B9 w I you the ,u.z:,wu Le
to

Iouiﬂ.uu oop:l.l,- one oflmich’n U'.lll lﬂﬂ
. Wi ¢ Yo b rassmbarald.
. you the moment tlm' lrrtvo. RO V4. %,

il ”‘!!ﬂ I,Q,Q 0 An ssuy satter %o

a6 My coaciuting sad

tium of b?xgrn_

Nre William L. W Burden’ | U¢* in both osums: *e =y 15%e i3

630 Fifth Avenue
New York 20, New York

AHEIma
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PINAC OTEC4 DI BRERA
Milano

Milan, the 2nd March 1954

Dear Nr, Barr,

Your letter was a great joy to me. Appreciation from the most
Prominent Picasso expert is the finest possible reward for our labours - whiech are
not only at the Bervice of ancient art, but alsc directed towards the general
recognition of greatness in modern art.

I have had several copies of your letter made, and have sent them to all of
our collasborators and also... to certain dissenting persons in the anti-Picasso
camp.

The Catalogue is, alas, completely sold out, but at this very moment two
thousand fresh copies are being printed, comprising also the "Musei di Mosca" and
I shall be delighted to send you the three copies for which you ask,

As soon as Dr, Matalon has the list, she will send you the photographs with one
of the "Sala delle Cariatidi" for Mr. Burden to whom I wish to be remembered.

I have also had three copies of the three Picasso posters sent to your Museum;
if you cared to have more, we still have a few which it would be an easy matter to
send you.

Thank you once more for my last evening in New York - it was my concluding and
best experience, and it filled me with nostalgie but the realization of ﬂ;;¥2§;_
working and thinking and feeling on some lines in both countries makes my life in

Milan much easier.
Please, give my love to Mrs. Barr and remember me to all of our friends.

Yours sincerely
y,

( Fernanda Wittgens )

Thank you again most heartily.
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Dear Sheldon:

Our President, William &, M. Burden, has ssked
%ﬂ@uwcmmguPWh thsmr:ntgntppt
:I.ijtnt-m m.gp:.etunl;enohunqmmhiohnMdm
ummm,mam&munnmtp. Before you come . .

“ﬂ‘ﬁmm" Mr, a""d'-'-‘ at his “ﬁ“ (OF 6-9300)s., Loctson
. 5 ;,: Many W wly could objeet
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date_ Janvary 22, 1954

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr. Re:

William A. M. Burden

John Rewald was up here the other day and said that the
paint on the Delaundy is cracking badly and it should be restored.
Would it be too much trouble for you to have one of the Kecks
come up here some time and have a look at it? You had better
check first to be sure the picture is here as it is going out to
be framed.

x Peggy and I would prefer to have the restoration delayed
until the spring, unless it will seriously damage the picture. If
it will, we had better have it done right away.

o o T

the article rewritten 1 ,amd certainly in the first section

I don't think there is anything that anybody could object
to seriously.
Sincerely,

B o

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N. Y.
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830 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

December 11, 1953

Dear Alfred:

Thanks again for your note of December 9th.
As T told you on the phone, I have read your intelligent
notes with interest.

I think you have done a marvelous Jjob in getting

the article rewritten 1 4ard certainly in the first section

I don't think there is anything that anybody could object
to seriously.
Sincerely,

B

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York 19, N. Y.
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830 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

December 28, 1953

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for your thoughtful note of
December 16th. I looked at the Miros but they are too
big for our apartment. I have also had a look at the
cubist Picasso.

I found the editorial from the Sunday "Times"
very interesting but T am not quite sure that I agree
with it. The logical conclusion would be that a gallery
should keep everything that is given to it, and I don't
think that is right.

Sincerely,

Ty L

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Meodern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N. Y.
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ce: Philip’ Johnson
Dorothy Miller

1Dear Bill:

linoasbe » 1"’ 195.,
November 23, 1953

‘I remember. that you are interested in buying an =

ghow mfore f2viny 40 Burdaoe towmes. i sust ily T axatt agiee

‘dmportant piece of sculpture for your new apartment. Have you .

-
&

I Whought theyr were extremaly bandscmy and believe yuu ooght o

considered the Brancusi Seal or Mimacle, the big

pilece which was in the entrance of the Museum during Ritchie's

we oo sush ahact sogwe! ntetce

to losk ad oam- athay
wight ldve Srarloohad &

but I dan't thisk you would gé
one of Brancusi's greatest works

= in the same class as our big Fishe

tmsan mentioned your wanting

plotures, 14 ccourpad to me that yom
- Sincerely; ' -

culdst

ey wentiss

- #lx & eovan foot digh = widoh 7 sew last spricg at Rosueberg's
priged at shout £32,000'8nd tald you shoul then,

If 1 ees anything fo Italy I wiil Jad you know,

Mr. William A. M, Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York

AHB1ma
My, Billiom A, M, Borden

430 F1f3h Aveoue
Mo Yowl 20, New York

A=

mm. Jre

Alfhred H. m Ire:




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCT ION.

Collection: Series.Folder:
The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY A
HB T.A.236

BorpEN

& f:,g.{,"

Dear Bills

__ I.mde a rush visit to Plerre Matisse to see th
.gz before flying to Eurcpe tomorrow. I must say I ean't agree

\ oy

with the people who find the new Miros inferior to the old ones.
I thought they were extremely handsome and believe you ought to
take a look at them if you are still looking for large piﬁum.
e i, ‘7‘1""‘-1' M =8 & \ S 4 g o of far =
17,500 o 0F ﬁ;m big ones, I would be hard put to choose
%'?M short acquaintance, but I don't ‘think

on any one of theme we § thish 1

New York 20, New York
AHBtma
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December 1, 1953

Dear Bill:

We have been trying to trace the missing two and
+ have had letters both from the son and the daughter of the
original owner. The son has asked the bank menaging the
estate to try to find some record, but the daughter writes
that she can remember only two Kendinsky panels. Probably
two were dispbsed of earlier.

' The owmer, meanwhile, has laughed off our offer of
$7,500 and says that she would rather take the things back,
but that she is willing to leave them with us for a bit, which
I guess means she is open to a higher bid. This I think I
.hom ‘h- K .l 1) §™ ~f ¥ . .
_ ... Though tiis is by no means a certainty, T have a
feeling that Mrs., Ouggenheim meéy give us additional purchase
funds since her financial manager phoned to ask for the exact

balance in her fund, This ordinerily prefaces a ‘check,
g Fifn Wt Sincerely,

Mr., William A, M. Burden

630 Fifth Avenue
New York 20, New York

AHD ma




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

830 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

November 25, 195

lr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The lMuseun of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, W. Y.

Dear Alfred:

I would appreciate your keeping me in touch

with the progress of the Kandinsky panels. Is the

Museum going to buy both of them, have they succeeded

in finding the four or what?
Sincerely,

William A, M. Burden
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December L, 1953

Dear Billgs

About the PBraneunsi: $20,000 would be 2 bargain price
to judge by what Plerre Matisse is asking for a very much less
important work,

Alfred H, Barr, Jr,

Mr, Willdam A. M, Burden
630 Fifth Avenue

1} da
New York 20, New York L o
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630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. T,

November 30,

Dear Alfred:

Yany thanks for your note of November 23rd
reminding me about the Brancusi Seal or Miracle. Un-
fortunately, it is a lot too big for our apartment and T
gness too expensive also. What do you think it might be
obtained for?

Sincerely,

B an

William A. M. Purden

¥r. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N. Y.
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Uetober 29, 1953

Dear Bills

I wonder if you have seen the really very interesting
show by Attilio Salemme at the Orace Borgenicht Callery, 61 East 57th
Street. T think he is one of the most original painters we have
with a remarkable sense of - humor: ‘backe of: his ndm#m

ur note of
Besides, 'ﬂ:ﬂy"ﬁ!mw&mﬁﬂ "mmmru
piven birth to the book.
ones.
everint at

‘!‘lin ‘show amwumm- m- o m#‘-..# you can, | .

ve purchased the Delaunay
. _-' 1ave also g ---Mm,—c ?.---\.,,tm from

1 I get & chanos, I wil] iIrap in and hawe
! '1'-.-:- Rosent -farg Ficaszos,

ALl tha best.
Alfred H. Barr, Jr,
Mr. William A. M, Burden RL¥3 N

22 ;1“’*“; g:n*-“k ¥illlam A. M. Purden
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October 28, 1953

Dear Alfred:

You really are a peach to have taken the trouble
to godown to Janis! and I do appreciate your note of
October 26th. I will promise not to ask you to look at
anything else until you have given birth to the book.

I will have a look at the early Severini at
Janis'. As to the big Delaunay of Seligmann's, I would
not be interested in it as I have purchased the Delaunay
from Bing. I have also purchased the Arp sculpture from
Valentin. When I get a chance, I will drop in and have
a look at the Rosenberg Picassos.

A1l the best.
Sincerely,
B un

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York 19, N. Y.
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Dear Bill:

I can't remember if I spoke to you in the car about the
two big Kandinskys of 1913 which miraculiously have appeared on
the market, having been lost to view since 1913 when they were

" ,g_mzuicmd at the time of the Armory Show by an American.
o imwwumhzrfmwmmmrtmut
Af were interested, we could together.

ider t the other, They are vertical in foremat, and

(103

» of excellent quality - the best of the period. .I don't
@ yot what the price wou be but the are insured at $5,000
. . i! .‘. Ol et né Dlrsctae

v AES iether Slaver, hits

adlrwl na mw,m 4n to see them if you eam.
"oxlloon material . @ Sincersly,

i have mpew Elsy Bisver for oy seurs ald gLy
Feapent hae. Copich, of crues, 19 & greet wlr onler,

Alfred H. Barr, Jr,
Blnsapeiy,

e, William A, M. Burden

630 Pifth Avenue

Yew York 20, lNew York X .
KLfred ., Berr, &,

AHBuma
dictated by Mr, Barr over the

M -' I-. :‘.' o  weden

£3 P78, ‘ave holding & meeting on Wednesday aftermoon at 2445

Thow :;%lﬂ‘rf’yoa are 1=1:nmtad in the Kandinaky, we would like to
jnow before the meeting so that we can make our plang. It would
be nice to hope that eventually they would be reunited, since they
were originally part of tha same decorative scheme, The one I
would 1ike for the Mumeum is perhaps a little tougher, the other
more decorative., You may not agree.
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LRe

DmBﬂlt
VT e
mmmanmumu :I.-putt.i.ngwnlhwedl.d _

‘m@twthouu,'fchMammm .
1% gy
uﬁﬂootm mnmw llluhﬂm-m has
ot 300 Velee
Ink.dutonppeﬁlurrqnuttomformafm
L 2 B e
-mummm-
' ST WG Y Mgty -anr:-ib
anu%mf nwymm
—.;‘\'I - T ~e i
ﬂlputhu'. w,dem-,h&_qﬁz?m.

L

-.i

8incerely,

Afred . Barr, Jr.
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© Désr Mr, Burtens- B
T i Baye hao telephoned ™ from Vermont to write -
" you about Fards pallerdes. e asks ne:to tedd you that the
h.dulmr}mmmm that were emumerated in ids -

",

htwmtm. Fumm,xnm” ““w“'
b 7240

M%ﬂm«-ww%d%hﬂ%” T
—I-Igu_hﬁqbuinm. A @2vi s iy,
A g mmmmmwwu@um*

g3
‘ardee, wigw

. “ho‘ﬁmmﬂmmanmmm v anmprteg ,

e g s g : Bincerely yoursy - . .
wite 1 W, Bl SMBE
el = » o Mo

Mr, William A, M, Puwrden
630 Pifth Avenue
Tiew York 20, New York

Tnclosures 1

R N A

""‘Wth a'-ff
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17 August 19532 £W

Since the paintings rentioned ray no lonper be for sale, Tam -«
merely titles and prices and whether or not you should bargain,

Galarie Bing, 17 r, au Faubourg 8t, Honore,
E%Mllo = La maison roure - 3000 pounds sterling plus comnisgion,

An early and powvers P rice not excessive. Bing would normally add
around 20€; if you like it you could barpain,

Dotitfiays Fenotre gimiltance, Perhaps the last important Delaunay in
the market..,owner wa =000 o francs and “ing would want a commiseion,
Again the price ‘would ‘be ‘subject to bargaining,

Derain - LiEstaque, Bing ouns it and w E'M” 28, 3,000,000
There are other pic%ﬁ"inhmﬁ '-‘ti‘?ﬁﬂg's%ﬁg ng Soutines which,
TR 8£r814 Teggy would not like and, Dy WS Al I Nne 1o
Louls Carre, 10 Ave, de Messine. Ack for first yate Lepers, also works by
younger men, especially Soulage and Bartung, both exeellent and sound investments,

5 3 ofl 2 - qs #
Galerie Maeght, 11 rtﬁsdﬂhﬁnﬂﬁ""ﬁoﬁ%‘ {ﬂ'ﬂ.:li'ﬁﬂml;,r"“:I e?sh‘s.“:ighr in
m up Brague um_‘w bpt you mght asketo see some,

B B S S SRl et ete

Picasso = some excellent heads of um . gize, al ¢ drauings of al
periods and prints, ﬁskﬁl%t'-’b&i“%% %M‘Mﬂu of Venice, also
Leger 1lithographs. He might have some new Pi,;_%%m?%s and ceramies,

du Faubourg St. Honore., For young and middle "
: _ hek for Monsieur Caputo or Mme, Prevot, better
phone Anjour 6937 t0 be sure they're opens Ask for watercolors by Pignon,
paintings by Musie (pronounced Musich),
Moy de Alevynmigr
Sguresmry L W, Sy

*r. ~"..‘.1 i@ .
Toe Howl &
Paris,
Yrarnce
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ngarlr.\m:u - Rl P e

I jpu nory 'H € ebou?

. additional .._..uinhm'ﬁiﬁh nay have time'to| <
ot ¢ try. y "L 1t wosld be ‘:nh}-r

-.,!.'i!ih o baws 1 Do rin *L}rrl, =t tat v '.xm t‘-l

I.i:,':“ﬁi 1. wﬁm}nﬂgﬁ Wéi»?éﬁ’?&aﬂWﬁ' A B
Cater in and - &

ol oK - Barx-lnsuhd"tht:t send you these

ooy 11lnosses

E nok lpmd Pa1d
):" »- l‘{’ ; . W*M = ) r‘i- Th TH "Dﬂ" bt'l'ibly
it . ) s 23k u::
.::: :f. .wtrl‘ , : n ?‘ﬁﬁr i !ﬂ% -uww-?";ak
Pavothy 113 3311 2 - and meny
Sf':t’:(-zn i \:ﬁ'! 5 ;i W‘fﬁﬁvrwm

e dsadliine for th .,‘.,_,ﬁ_wm‘ f u--.:%‘.mif v al=o
i 1 do nok sex how it dan poscibly Se dons YW Shen.
t tal r ta mmufscture & book, Gtberwias

rarh on the photopraghs & vorks
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August 3, 1953

Dear Pi11,

Thank you for your letter of July 30, and let me empha-
size apain that the notes on the Poliey Committre Meeting which I
sent you represent merely the combined recollections of Jim Soby
and myself, 1 am sure that René will have & good dedl to contri-
Sute and additions ard revisions. Then doubtless the Comrittee
itself will recall otheér noints. ;

.. I am sorry to say that only a 11ttle has been done about
eollecting the phobtogrraphs of imnortant works in rrivate collections
throurhout the country. I agree with you that it would be highly
desirable to have this material before October 1, but that would be
extremely difficult, Fed the Committes not delayed so lomg before
mt!r;; and drawing up a plan, we might have been able to do a great
deal o

3 this vork last fall and winter in epite of the long illnesses
of two assiptants. Put in recent months my staff has been terribly
pressed with the summer exhibitions, a forty-eight page Bulletin,
inescapable routine, and above all the work on the Anniversary Hook,
Dorothy Mller, Bill Lieberman and T work most Saturdays and many
Sundays throurhout the year, but never catch up.

The deadline for the material of the book itself is also
October 1, although I do not see how it can possibly be dome by then.
It is too bad that it takes a year to manufacture a books Otherwise
we could take time off from it and work on the photographs of works
in private collrctions.

Of eourse I should be glad to discuss these problems with
you when you eome to New York. I do not see how I shall get away
until well after the week of August L, if then,

8incerely,

Alfred H, Barr, Jr,
Mr, William A, ¥, Purden
630 Fifth Avenue
Vew York 20, Vew York

AP e
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Dear 'liolland;

It's a pleasure 4o 1ntrod1:c.e to ﬁu a.r‘!d ‘Lee ihe
new "resident of .our ¥usewm, Willdam Aq My Bun L Youe -
may ramsmbar -l gpoke of im last m-bu%%to‘fﬂsﬁﬂ“
~.pone his London st antidingeed woet for
) = { s 1 1t hen, cver 20 yealy age; its
firey vios- il much appreciate geaing your pietures o0 w0t
vam any other collections, Tneddenfallyy W, i sa
~@ollectop pertleularly interested dn Wzﬂ%&w

ts colisationy

«ha would Jiks to.aee bhe.Tanmuyy tooe. Tive told hin vt -

. and thai you aécuimllyasllapdchnvwhum
need more land or equipment,

. A Lo Smew thet pov admipe Hooet's art and
thlnk oo ofle Drings. sy best 1o lee arth yourselfsees Crom
the preat o L 4 Suasan Bullstin: "oneits :ggl.ln.
at Clwere . Sggrige wes painted SISy Iie Pisoun Nas Zng
TEOe] & LTElee s sussionlot lamtiveaps, This [ine ¥ozet
fills this noad snd o2 the sase time resootids &0 the mvivel
of infterest in e eriigt? stor work ok the yait of younger

paintar &l o b,

“he taseus, W beiievedlfXed HeoBeryydrd spertat
works oy the laguessierdat goneretion, sctslly Nawwir, Massaree
Y ralstiags &t all,
Wi, Roland A, Penrose
' s &3d; &2 YO0 r Ly kmow, sake an L rigeed
ernarry 15 by = sl Paes
1shad At thet tiam.
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July 15, 1”3

¥r. Barnett Newman
343 East 19th Street
FNew York, W. Y.

Dear Mr. Newmans
Thank you for your interesting letter of July 3.

No, the acquisition of the Momet E%&%“
does not reflect any change in the Museum's policies.
has always wanted at least one good Monet for its collection;
indeed it was greatly disappointed when, over 20 years ago, its
first vice-president Miss Lillie Bliss bequeathed her excellent
¥onet to another institution. Actually the Poplars at 0i
wag presented to the Museum by Mr. and Mrs..

g b 4
at Wr. Barr's suggestion well over a year ago but could not be
exhibited until now. : e,

Fe are glad to know that you admire Monet's art and
think you may be interested in the following sentences from
the proof of a forthcoming Museum Bulletin: "Monet's Poplars
at Give: Sunrise was painted in 1888, The Museum h?-’ﬁﬁ

a c wpressionist landscape. This fine lonet
fille this need and at the same time responds to the revival
of interest in the artist's later work on the part of younger
painters here and abroad."”

The Museu;m, we believe, also needs other important
works by the impressionist generation, notably Renoir, Pissarro
and Degas by whom we own no paintings at all.

The Museum did, as you probably know, make an important
change in poliey as announced last February 15 by the Chairman
of the Board. I enclose a release published at that time.

Simly,

William A. M. Burden
President
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Lear Mr., Burden:

13 July 1953

1 bave received from Mr., Farr in Vermont the

enclosed draft of a reply to the letter of Mr. Newman of

July 3. Through soms delay in the mails, Mr. Barr has

returned the same day that his letter reached me, but I
shall not hold the draft until he comes into the office.
Sincerely yours,

Marie Alexander
Secretary to Mr. Barr
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Grand Central, and proceeded out of
the Commadore into bedlam. Children
h) the hundreds were milling around
signs reading “CAMP SONGO MEETS
HERE,” “CAMP WAHCONAH AND PO-
TOMAC MT HERE,” and so on. No
Mah-Kee-Nac, however. Somewhere
around “CAMP HILLSHIRE MEETS
HERE" aur uunplnnm disappeared. We
asked a burly, red-haired Hillshire oper-
ative if he'd seen anything of the boy.
“Relax, relax,” he 7
always getting lost.
three right now.”

said,  “They’re

I'm missing about

I'he Hillshire man turned from us
10 <I(!lElLH\ a group of boys 1<l|1§_I|t' in

age from, we estimated, seven to ten.

“My goodness, Mr. Foster,
what happened to all the others?”

“Who's the hest player on the Dodg-
ers? ™ e said, with bluff cordiality.
| he boys stared ar him blankly.
“Would you say Pecwee Reese?”
he went on.
“That reminds me
\\".'l'.!‘ 'I.r.‘."'.'i".l"i one
*“You have like
Peewee.”

of my dog Pee-
of the |[.\.

fun got r named
another pre j
ment quickly boiled

“Haven't,”

tered thar he

re man mut-

mind losing a

We drifted av

making ou

¢, and
Mohawk

1 middle-

whe

aged waorried,

JULY 11,1953

“\Vi” these children be on all the
trains?” she asked. “Pm just going
to Poughkeepsie, but T can’t stand any
more of this unearthly noise.”

We suggested she postpone her trip
and made for Fair Lake, which was
showing signs of getting organized.

“Leave us get in line, two by two,”
ordered a Fair Lake councillor.

His team fell in smartly.

“Now where do I gor
mured.

While he was thinking about this,
the boys broke formation, and one of
them sat down on the floor to read a
comic hr?l‘k.

“On your toes, cver}'hod)'," the

councillor said.

The boys lined up again
and, led by their councillor,
set off brav c]} for Lord k.nows
where.

We went back to the Com-
modore to see how Camp
Arundel was doing. The chil
dren in the South Room were
still in full cry, and some of
the parents were beginning to
show signs of strain. A passing
stranger paused to tell us
something about the way activ-
ities are organized at Camp
Arundel. He made it sound
quite cfficient, and we thanked
him for the information. “Al-
ways a bit of a problem to get
the chl!dren to camp from the
city,” he said, “but it's worth
the struggle,”

Something slithered past our
legs, and a tense cry of “Mike!
Mike!” could be heard. Be-
fore. Mike’s mother had a
chance to push us around
again, we said farewell to
Camp Arundel.

FEL]

he mur-

. Juggler
NE of the nicest people

welve met in yers is &

all, round-faced, blue-eyed,
bespectacled man of forty-sev-
en named William Armistead
Moale Burden, who has just
been elected president of the
Museum of Modern Art and
who for twenty years or more
has managed to juggle three
not always compatible lives—
those of businessman, lover of
the arts, and conscientious citi=
zen.  Gently born and bred,
with money in his purse, Bur-
den might have been put
together out of two parts Firz-
verald and one part Mar-
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‘THE NEW YORKER

quand, with this difference everything
has turned out fine. He does the jobs
he is fitted to do, he does them extremely
well, and he takes pleasure and satis-
faction in deing them. In two words,
no woe. The names in Burden’s
past are !:nnug}\ to inspire any scion to
brave deeds. Commodore Vanderbilt
was a great-great-grandfather, while a
great-grandfather founded the Burden
Iron Company, in Troy, and made
himself immortal by inventing the first
suceessful machine for turning out horse-
shoes. Burden’s grandfather on his
mother's side, Hamilton McK. Twom-
bly, who married the Commodore’s
granddaughter, was one of the backers
of the Cerro de Pasco Corporation, of
which Burden is a director. Like his
Grandfather Twombly and his father,
Burden s a Harvard man (class of
1927). And he has four sons, one of
whom graduated from Harvard in
June and another of whom is an under-
graduate there. Burden’s grandmother,
Mrs. Twombly, died last year, at the
age of ninety-eight. Burden, who has
been going full tilt since he was born,
would like to live that long himself, but
he doesn’t expect to. “How do women
manage it?” he asked us, with the air
of a man who knew precisely how he
would like to spend a couple of extra
decades.

We talked with Mr. Burden in the
offices of William A. M. Burden & Co.,
on the twenty-sixth floor of 630 Fifth
Avenue, His private office is both merry
and serene, with light-yellow walls, gray
carpet and draperies, and long views
west and north. On one wall is a
bright-colored Mondrian, so placed
that it is the first thing he sces when he
lifts his eyes from his desk; on another
wall is an Arp construction in yellow
and white wood, representing clouds.
“We're a venture-capital outfit,” he
told us, drawing strength from the
Arp. “Like Jock Whitney—that sort
of thing. Put our own money into
promising enterprises, [’ve only been
back here a short while. Been- in
Washington since the outbreak of the
Korean war, Title was Special Assistant
to the Secretary of the Air Force, in
charge of research and development.
That was Tom Finletter. When the
old administration went out, I didn't
mind, On the contrary, T was glad.
I'm a Republican, and I worked hard
for Eisenhower. And I'm still acting
15 & consultant to the Air Force. Fact
is, I've been in and out of Washing-
tan ever since '41, always having to
do with aeronautics, which has been
my specialty since college. That Mon-
drian hung in my office in Washington.

____N—-—.
ANTIQUES %

0ns B
@ ¢l

L
3¢

e ¥

i'

At first, the brass would come in and
stare at it, and then grumble that if
I,d :_{]\L' them a IJ‘
pots of pmint they could do a better
painting themselves. After a  while,
tll“ilgl'l‘ l]lt‘ j”kl‘ﬁ ?-t{l[‘!‘l.'d '.”'l(! I saw
that it was beginning to get them.
Soon it was what they looked for when
they came in. You could feel it doing
them good.”

Burden’s two chief extra-business
interests in New York are the New
York Hospital, of which he is a director,
and the Museum of Modern Art. He
has long been a member of the Board
of Trustees of the Museum and was
formerly chairman of the Committee on
Collections. “When Nelson Rockefeller
resigned as president of the Museum to
go to work for Mrs. Hobby, there T
was,” Burden said. The Burdens have
a collection of contemporary paintings,
which they keep in their apartment in
the city, in their summer place at North-
cast Harbor, and in their weekend
place at Mount Kisco. They also have a
collection of contemporary wines, most
of which they keep in the cellars of
M. Lehmann, Inc., and which wine-
conners claim are of the greatest distinc-
tion. Burden, who admits knowing
what he likes in the way of a wine, says
that he inherited no noteworthy an-
cestral wines. “T don’t miss them,”
he said. “So many old wines turn out
to be curiositics;, not fit to drink.”™ Bur-
den has a pilot’s license but no plane,
and drives a Bentley and a Cunning-
ham. For excreise, he plays tennis. [f

square and some

vou ever wonder what the Brook, the
Racquet & Tennis, the River, the Links,
ind the Ce

ommaon,  the

the Grolier,
have n

nury Cith pos=
sibly answer Is

Burden.

Reference

L.OC AL export-import firm that
recently began doing business with
Tsrnel decided 1o add an Tsraeli to its

17

staff, and adyertised for one. A young
man who had emigrated from Israel to
the United States a couple of years ago
showed up and was interviewed by the
personnel manager, who asked him
what his profession had been in Israel.
“Terrorist,” he said.

Affectionate

o« OME months ago, Macy’s acquired
four Doberman pinschers to assist
the special police who guard the premises
at night against prowlers and fire, and
just before eleven on a fine moonlit eve-
ning we were permitted to watch the
dogs go through their paces. Frank Fay,
director of Macy’s Security Division,
met us at a side entrance, and in no time
at all we discovered that a big depart-
ment store after hours is one of the
ceriest places on earth—as dark and si-
lent as if it were at the bottom of the
Hudson, with hooded counters and
empty aisles runnming on and on into
nothing. We found ourself walking on
tiptoe as, by elevator and back stairs,
Fay conducted us to the roof, where the
dogs are kept. “They leave the store
only to guard an occasional truckload of
furs or jewelry, and when they go on
their vacations,” he told us. “We’ll be
sending them to the country later in the
summer, They’re marvellous dogs. Very
affectionate, but they'd tear your arm
out of the socket if they felt they had to. I
wouldn’t take a thousand dollars apiece
for them. I wouldn’t take two thou-
sand.”

Mr. Fay opened a door bearing a sign
“BEWARE OF THE DOGS,” and we
stepped out onto the roof. Before us in
the moonlight, watched over by a couple
of Mucy patrolmen, who had on palice
caps and dark-blue denim battle jackets
with gold badges, were the four dogs,
at work among their training props,
Black and sleek, with copper markings
burnished by the moon, the dogs looked
bigger than life size as they cleared
hurdles, clambered up ladders, and
leaped, one by one, through'a dummy
window. [Fay explained that a Macy
guard’s uniform is similar to a regular
policeman’s uniform and that the dogs
have learned to respect both. As for
training them to leap through a window,
that's necessary because, though the dogs
are too canny to go crashing through
windows of their own accord, they
might have to do so someday, the space
between the false walls of furniture ex-
hibits and the real walls of the building
heing @ favorite hideout for prowlers.
Before the dogs came to Macy's, Fay
said, Magy patrolmen could count on
picking up & prowler every few weeks
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Dear Fills EREATY) . oy ;..'.1.,:-
h® ym lmcn, Enghnd and America, in the matters
of art, are like cousins who stand back to back both facing
Paris. ' This of course is an impossible MM}*M;
mh . M!limm ".l"'n.. b malisr verulen
e 1 2 faiely sociipate

so far .‘.uﬁm;;ummmmmv
Bnglish collection. Most of the work we have bought
mmmlmmmwwm to buy in E:
land without consulting with our Committee and without

cost per item, G%tsmhﬂ!ﬂtlhﬂiﬂlh

the best collection
- ' guess than any

collection in u pwvinem Hnuu or in om.

> : rgiad Far incoss
2y coed luom, umquitovuk:lniatwﬂnaw
peneration. Indeed we have nothing except a good standard
Bpencer. Part of the trouble lies in the fact that first
rate works by Sickert and Matthew Smith are quite expensive.
In fact they seem very expensive to the members of our
Committee who have heard of Sickert but, almost none of
them, of Smith even though Smith is quite rightfully con=
l!dlud to be the best colorist among English painters.

D Firk l-utaumr, while in London, T found a very
bouuﬁm Cornish landscape by Matthew Smith, a picture of
about 1920, superb in color and of a good size, 26" by 307,
Freddy Mayer had it and was kind enough to send it to this
ecountry on approval although I warned him that we might have
some trouble finding someone to buy it or give it to us,

As you know, 1 tried some of our trustees hoping that one
of them might buy it for himself and give it to us eventually,

Last week, 1 remembered that in 194f, when we were
both in London, you spoke of Ronald Tree as a man especially
interested in British painting. Indeed I phoned Mr. Tree so
that I might see him but found that he was 111 with an in=-
jured back, Welhad a very agreeable conversation but could
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- May 20, 1953

not arrange to meet at that time,

I am writing you now to ask if you would be
willing to approach Mr. Tree with the suggestion that he
should buy the Cornish landscape and present it to our Museum
as his gift. Mr. Mayer is asking £700, Possibly he will
accept somewhat less though the price I believe is ressonable,
I believe it would count immediately as one of the two most
important British paintings in the collection and would be
shown along with paintings by Matisse as well as others by
first rate European masters,

I haven't a photogreph but shall write Fn

Mayer to,serd Mr, Tree one i you think this wise, In any

case, T am enclosing & color reproduction of a smaller version

of the same composition, The reproduction ia f.c_iqf accurate

so far as the greens and reds are Oﬂdﬁg‘h "oupt

version the violets are deap and reddish, more a plum color,

bl By ek st N o ST 57 VA0 asing

: uctions seems ge " weaker in color | sonm

of a Bomnard effect. ‘ o A,
Ve would very much appreciate it if you feel

could approach Mr, Tree with this request.

. .M.,,__.u . 'm 4 amaﬂ,‘&p Il‘i‘-ﬁﬁi‘ﬁ

¢ e

. | T

Mr, William A, Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
New York, £,

AlBiet
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cc/ Miss D, Miller

May 15, 1953

Dear Bill:

|
I am sbrry to have missed you &t lunch today
and undetood that you had pone back to Washington,

I don't ¥mow what you wanted to tell me but I
had wanted to agk you whether you thought Ronald Tree might
be anproached the donor of the besutiful Matthew Smith.
We have no Smith in our collection, nor iz there ame in any
other Americsn /nusoum so far as J know. This is a firsi
rate picture and one which we would keep m view much of the
tive 3 1t were ours, The price is L 700 or approximately
12000, {

I remember very well a bmng phone conversation
with him in Londan 2t a time when he was i1l with a bad
back in the [country so that we were unable to meet. T
. had phoned Jiim at your suggestion.

Would you be willing to write .hin to see whether
he might be intereste! in making this pift? T do hate to
sand the pieture back and our available funds are extremely

low, \

'. Rinqem],y,

Alfred ", Barr, Jr.

Mr. 'ﬁill;lam A, Burden
630 Tifth Avenue |
Hew Iﬂf‘ 20, N, Yo )

aimrot |

d _,“

b/}

i
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830 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

February 9, 1953

Dear Alfred:

The Picasso looks absolutely magnificent, but
it is so large that I cammot think of any place where
T could hang it, and I just can't afford to buy important
pictures which I cannot hang and enjoy.

However, if any other major things come up,
T would appreciate your letting me know, as you have in
this case.

Sincerely,
P uc Buw o

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N. Y.
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=

CCs Miss Dorothy Miller

‘wary ¥, :':ﬁ"’ " L': e

2= -

-, Hath
Intter guoting
A Lhis, bat 1
tien %o

11 FORERIY 30,2983

Dear Bill:

Curt Valentin writes me that Dr. 0. F.
Reber, the famous Swiss collector who has been selling his
collection over the past 15 years, has now decided to part
with his great Picasso still life, the largest I think of
all the famous series of 192-25 == Paul Rosenberg has three
or four of them which he has refused to sell, although he
has been repeatedly importuned during the past quarter
century, I am enclosing a photostat of Reber's picture,
Nature Morte devant la Fenftre. It is almost seven feet '
Tong and five feet high., Reber wants $42,000, Curt says
that he hopes to get his commission from Reber, but that
Reber is tough so that he is not sure. Should you be
seriously interested, Curt is pretty sure he could bring
the picture over for you to see.

I have seen the picture at Reber's
apartment in Paris in 1939. It is indeed a magnificent
eanvas, very brilliant in color, in fact even more brilliant
than the most famous of Rosenberg's pictures, Le 'falgh lﬁ'

8 -

{llustrated on page 135 of Picasso: Fifty Years
Le Tapis Rouge is less than half the size.

In other words, this is one of the
largest and most beautiful of all Picasso's paintings. I

would like to see it in the Museum's family and thought
that you might be interested in it.

Sincerely,

Mr, William A, M, Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
New York 20, Wew York

AHBtmh
encl.
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Mry Willdam Ay M. Burden - 3 203

P. 8. Amth.r Pic“!a, Two Nude!

‘February 3, 1953

of 1906, (illustrated on page 52 of

Plcasso: Fifty Years of His Art) has come on the market, Both
n a ntin have offered it, the latter quoting
335;200.t h: doubt 1f you would be interested in this, but I
mention price as of some significance in pelation to
Reber's sti11 1ife, 4
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LoORMWME
Oala

Picasso. Nature Morte Devant la Fenetre._ gl T
Zervos. Picasso. Vol.V. Nr, 220 — ~3&4 o’

Exposition Picasso; Georges Petit. 1932. Nr: 156
(illustrated)

Zervos. Picasso. (Paris 1926). Pl. 36

Date: 1924. Height. 57" W. g&1v

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
Mugeum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York, New York

Dear Alfred:

Kehnweiler bought an early cubist carving by
Laurens vhich I think is very importent and :;?,mﬁ’autim.
The photograph is bed as, we know, all Kahnwefler photo-
aphs are. -
greph e
However, you probably remember the smaller

version of the same sEp;nc{ which I have here in the
gallery. ="

e plece is 44 inches high; dated, 1921. Please
Tet e photograph.

I saw Reber in Lausanne who might sell one of
his important still-life paintings by Picasso. It is
Zervos No.XL A&0, btut his price is $42,000 net.

Sincerely yours,

//-.' P >
Vv Aumle AT e - ROE :
Enclosure - A e ABEGINA LI r’-bd L”?,
U
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CURT VALENTIN GALLERY, 1ac
32 East 57th Street, New York 22,N.Y.

TELEFHONE: PLaza 5-9320 CABLE: BUCHVALENT

January 17, 1953

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
Mugeum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York, New York

Dear Alfred:

Kehnweiler bought an early cubist carving by
Laurens which I think is very importent and very .beautiful.
The photograph is bed as, we know, all Knhx_mofﬁr photo-
grephs are. o yo

However, you probably Temember the smaller ¢ ot 2
version of the same subject which I have here in the AN
gallery. =

_Pie piece is 44 inches high; dated, 1921. Please
retlj}m’fﬁe photograph.
4

I saw Reber in Lausanne who might sell one of
hig important still-life paintings by Picasso. It is
Zervos No. X A40, but his price is $42,000 net.

Sincerely yours,

Ce1q

»
-

~ -~
Juxinle Ny g
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LLoORME
Oali
Poove Canstais O '

WA burdein  cancell=a

To: Mfre has ot bogn

ol

From: 71 boo . ~a )

Miy A yrices

on the Dali things you had asked about, Although they are for Mr. Burden, she

has given Museum prices as she believed they would go through the Museum if
bought'i

T8te d'Ange explosant, drawing - $900
Croix nuclBaire, oil =~ $5,000 (present frame $L50 extra)

Gala Placida, oil - Not for sale
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CORME

THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

cc: Dorothy Miller Date_necester 8, 1952

A

To: Alfred Barr Re:___Dali prices for
From: Tish Howe ——Mr, Burden

Dear Alfred:

Miss Sharkey of the Carstairs Gallery has quoted the following prices
on the Dali things you had asked about, Although they are for Mr, Burden, she
has given Museum prices as she believed they would go through the Museum if
bought;

Téte d'Ange explosant, drawing - $900
Croix nuclBaire, 0il - $5,000 (present frame $450 extra)

Gala Placida, oil - Not for sale
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Dec L4 's52
Dear Alfred.

Burden has asked Dorothy (he telephoned from
Floridal) to pick out one of the new Dali paintings
for him and Carstairs Gallery has asked her to come

on Saturday at U P.M, since the show will open next

week to the public,

She hopes you will be able to come with her

and help her pick one out - they are all his new
"atomic™ style,

e ——

Dear 43

possibl
Saturde

William A. M. Burden

Sincerely,

Letitia Howe
Wiss Letitia Howe Secretary of the Museum Collections
The Museum of Moderm Art
11 West Ay ot =t

H!'. _ . L]
630 %?\tvﬁmg o

New York 20, New York
LH/t
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Date _ December 5, 1952

To: Alfred Barr

From: Dorothy Miller

Dear Alfred:

0 to Carstairs at 4:00 on Saturday if

Just to remind you to )
urden. He will be in Washington, D.C.

poss:r.vle to reserve

Saturday (1224 30th St W 3 J

— = o -

William A. M. Burden

Sincerely,

Letitia Howe _
Secretary of the Museum Collections

Mise letitia Hows
fhe Museum of Modex
1 West t'l'-‘ i 5%
Mr. William 4¢ M
630 Fifth Avenue
New York 20, New York

LH/t
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(00

i

November 1k, 1952

Dear lfr, Burden:,_ . " . f Sevtember 12th
I bave Jjust heard from the Carstairs Gpllery, about, their

Dali show -= it seems M. ali was delayed seyeral times but
is now definitely expected on December 2nd, This means that
the paintings could be seen on the 3Ird. The, &3;719,:7 hopes to

open the show on December B8th.
Wi G e e s
If there is anything else I can do, I hope you'll let

Williem A. M. Purden
me know,

Sincerely,

Letitia Howe

Miss Letitia Hows Secretary of the Museum Collections *

The Museum of Mederm Art
.I fest "‘-1?' o LEEe S

Mr. William A M, Burden

630 Fifth Avenue -

New York 20, New York

LH/t
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830 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

September 15, 1952

Dear Miss Howe:

Many thanks for your note of September 12th
about the Dali show. I would appreciate your letting
me know as soon as the pictures can be seen at the
Carstairs Gallery.

Sincerely,

w.a.». Bweéa.,

William A. M. Burden

Miss Letitia Howe

The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N. Y.
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Mr., William A, M. Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
_New York 20, New York

'.':x,x/t

September 12, 1952

Secretary of the Museum Collections

)

isrr Colleet!ons
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Dear Mr, Surden:

Miss Dorothy Miller told me some time ago that you were 1
ested in Salvador Dali's "atomlc" paintings and wanted
there were eny lt.ill for sale,

“ur, Dn.li te118 e fiow that a1l ‘these Pti!!ﬁn.ﬁ ’ _
Endmd sald, hovever, that he intended to ‘
'ﬁ"ﬁyw and would show his next gmuphm

the
mﬁh. He
thn

r

reply!
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September 12, 1952

MH". m«“' ind 54 5 wal
b e . 2L 118 - 4 e Ty ]
I thought you would like to know that Salvador Dall is
having a New York show this fall which the Carstairs Gallery
has tentatively scheduled for the last week in November,
They expect Dali to arrive about a week or two before that,
with his paintings, e
p, ™= B o
umuthoplmmdeﬁxﬂ.k,' the gallery
get in touch with me again (since they don't know who the
"interested trustee" is) and we can arrange for you to see
either the paintings or photographs at that time. ¥

BT At

Letitia Howe
Secretary of the Museum Collections

Mr, William A, M, Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
New York 20, New York

LH/t
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1224 30™ STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON 7, D.C.

February 11, 1952

Dear Miss Howe:

Many thanks for your letter of January 29th
regarding Salvador Dali's "atomic® paintings. I
certainly appreciate your efforts in securing
this information for me and shall look forward
to receiving the photographs of his new paintings
when they are available,

Sincerely,

\.ﬁ-" 0. '\-—_'}V\w\.

William A, M. Burden

Miss Letitia Howe

Secretary of the Museum Collections
The Museum of Modern Art

New York 19, New York
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‘m—mm;

January 29, 1952

Dear Mr, Burden:

Miss Dorothy Miller told me some time ago that you were inter-
ested in Salvador Deli's "atomic" paintings and wanted to know if
there were any still for sale, = W e

’ . A I C5 e e Fird o it
nf:m{-'hmﬂmtmu:tt : were gold in
England, He said, however, that he intended to do more pictures of
the same type and would show his next group here in New York next
season, He has promised to send photographs of his new paintings to
that the photographe are sent o boryomy.  Cike very sk W
nE f i sala

¥ ¥helSar Ay & 1=

I'm very sorry it has taken so long to get an answer fomj
I wrote and phoned My, Dali several times before I got e hﬁntc
iioate the nrdes ek o Dl *

mm Al DaN

Flank 7ou Wy se | =0 Sinoelbliyys fewmsd

Letitia Howe
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Dear Mr, Dali:

This is just o note to s

you very much, and I shall look
to ng from you,

Sincerely,

Letitia Howe
Secretary of the Mugseum Collectiona
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January 14, 1952 -

Dear My, Dali:

This is Just a note to say that we are looking
forward to seeing photographs of some of your recent
paintings, as soon as you have a chance to send them
to us,

As I told you over the phone, one of our trustees
is seriously interested in buying one of your paintings
of "atomic explosion,” and he would like very much to
know whether any are still for sale,

When you send the photos, would you please
indicate the price of each on the back?

Thank you very much, and I shall look forward
to hearing from you.

f

Sincerely,

Letitia Howe
Secretary of the Museum Collections

Mr, Salvador Dali
St, Regils MHotel
Fifth Avenue and 55th
New York, New York

LH /6
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630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

December 8 1952

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.,
Museum of Modern Art,

11 West 53rd Street,

New York City

Dear Mr. Barr:

Mr. Burden has asked me to get in touch
with you end see whether the best thing to do in
order to dispose of his painting SPECTACLE GRATIS
by Daumier is to put it in a sale by Parke-Bernet
Gelleries, or some other gallery, and get what we
can for it.

Would you be kind encugh to give us your

opinion &s to the best procedure to follow.

Sincerely your

L. V. McCabe
Secretary to
Williem A. M. Burden
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5-ME D
THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
Date_.x.mﬂ_-;_,_m;g_

To: Miss Dorothy Miller Re:

From: Marianne Hartog

Dear Dorothy:

1 showed Mr., Barr the file reparding
Mr. Burden's Daumier., He said that he ecould not do

anything about it at this time and did not have any
advice.,

S]:.ncerely’

{5 i~

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
Museum of Modern Art
11 W. 53rd Street
NewYork, New York
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3014 N STREET, N.W.
Washington 7, D. Ce

June L, 1951

Dear Alfred:

Mzny thanks for your thoughtful and
intelligent letter about the DAUMIZR. I
will get in touch with Silberman in the

fall.

Sincerely,

s n

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
Museum of Modern Art
11 W. 53rd Street
NewYork, New York
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€.ano A SILBERMAN GALLERIES, 1nc.

32 EAST 57 STREET

new YORK 22508

PLaza 5=-7738

May 28, 1951
Mr. Alfred Barr
The Museum of Modern Art

11 West 53rd Street
New York, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Barr:

Enclosed, please find the information on the Daumier
as we discussed over the telephone. We are very glad to be of
service to you and if there is something else we can do, kindly
do not hesitate to let us know.

Best wishes,

eregly yours,




FOR STUDY PURPOSES ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION.

Collection: Series.Folder:
AHB T.A.236

The Museum of Modern Art Archives, NY

Dear Bill: ) o
I Thnnkmformleturcl;mzh. I am not

surprised that Wildenstein is not interested in the Daumier since
they have so many of their own to sell.

On the other hand this 1s a pictire with a very

m tory going back through Durand-Ruel, T would not
L ion g suthenticity, It is not, however, a picture I myself
» very much as T think you kmow, Nevertheless, I would send it
‘to S4lberman and let them try their hand at disposing of it,

ce seems to depend a bit on how fast you want to make a
+ In any case your Mr, MeCabe could imstruct them to let you
know of any offers. They should also let you know definitely what
commission they expect to take, Since they scld the pieture I should
think ten and certainly not over 15% would be reasonable.

Since dictating the above I phoned Mr, Silberman.
He would be very happy to take the picture but feels the season has
now come to a close. He is leaving for Europe shortly and suggests
that we wait until fall.

He said he would ask only five or ten percent =
I would advise ten percent.

T had him read me the data on the picture's history
and condition., He has a quite extraordivary letter from David Rosen
who is a real witch hunter about Daumiers, many of which are fakes.
He has examined this picture with various light rays and then cleaned
4%, He has reported it to be extreordinarily complete (many Daumiers
were half done and then finished by others for the market,) Fe also
says the condition is excellent and refers to it as an important work
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with enthusiasm quite unusual for him. The picture's history and this
certificate from Rosen are more than enough to neutralize any raised
eyebrows on the part of Wildenstein.

Cood Luek}

£1fred H, Barr, Jr.
Mre William Ae Mo Burden ©, . vn. iocerently, ¥ildenste
301 W Street, Ne We . atorset, T huve fosra )
Washington 7, [ Ca A g

A¥Bimh
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3014 N STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON 7, D. C.

Dear Alfred:

I am attaching a letter from Mr. McCabe
regarding the DAUMIER. Apparently, Wildenstein
didn't show much interest. I have fears that
they may not think the picture authentic.

Have you any other suggestions? Possibly
the man who cleaned the picture, who used to
work for Rosenberg, might be helpful - what do
you think?

Sincerely,

|3 p-

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred Barr
11 West 53rd Street
New York, New York
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May 21, 1951

Mr, William A. M. Burden,
301}1 N streﬂt, N.Ilt'l,
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. Burden:

I have been in touch with Mr, Felix Wildenstein
quite a number of times since you told me to arrange to
place the Daumier painting "Spectacle Gratis" with him
on consignment for sale with usual commission.

Mr. Wildenstein finally got around teo going te
the apartment to see the painting, which he said he wanted
to do before taking it on. I then talked with him and
told him you wanted to put it with him on consignment
for sale at 832,500. I gave him all the informatien in
our files about the painting and he then said he wanted
te do a little research on it and would contact me again,
This was last week.

I phoned him again today and left word for him
to call me back when he got in. I called again this
afternoon and he again was not in but left a message
for me saying that he was not interested.

I had the impressien from the start that he
was not keen about taking on this painting, first be-
cause he was having a Daumier show of his ewm, and
later when the question of price was discussed, at which
time he indicated that the price of $32,500 was too high.

Incidentally, he told me that 20% is the usual
commissione.

Will you please let me know what you may wish
me to do now?

Sincerely,

/8f L.V. McCabe
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Mr, Burden's Mr, McCabe phoned re the Daumier.

Mr. McC had instructions to put the Daumier on con-
signment at Wildenstein's since they are having a
Daumier show. He phoned Mr, Felix Wildenstein who
sgid that the show is confined to their own Daumiers,

but that he would be delighted to take Mr. Burden's
on consignment,

In view of the faet that Wildenstein would probably be
pushing the sale of their own Daumiers, Mr, MeC wondered
whether you still thought it a good idea to turn the
Daumier over to them.

ool mi. Dall

In reply to your letter of March 30th,
Mr. Burden purchased the Daumier from N. A.
Silvergen.

Sincersly yours,

W. A. il. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Berr, Jr.
The Museun of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

Hew York 19, N. Y.
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3014 N STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON 7, D. C.

April 6, 1951

Dear Mr. Barr:

In reply to your letter of March 30th,
ir. Burden purchased the Daumier from N. A.
Silvermgan.

Sincersly yours,

N

W. A. id. Burden

. #1fred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York 19, H. Y.
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Dear Billj

I phoned B, & A, S4lberman and talked to one of
the brothers about your Daumier, lHe said that he had sold you the
picture on commission, that is he did not originally owm it, He be-
lieves the price was 035,000 but that you paid less since you turned
in some pictures, After a long-winded pallaver he said that he would
be delighted to have the picture on consignment and would like to show
it to several of his customers. lie would take 107 commdssion ani the
price would be largely a matter of how quickly you want to meke a sale.
When I insisted on his naming a figure d between 727,000 and
$35,000 unless you wanted to take a chance

which case you might ask as much as 34O

When 1 said hadn't Deumier gone so

as Silberman, though they can
give you clean cut counsel, but
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March 30, 1951

1 can't remember from whom you
bought the Daumier., Ordinarily it would be best

to turn it back to the same dealer, but first let

me know his name. - abe
' T shall write to Paris to £ind out
about. the Rividre. I should hear fairly soon,
ainoe the caster is quite businesslike,

In haste,

Sincerely,

1 & LA
| S

©Alfred W. Barr, Jr.
Mr, William A, M, Burden
”11[ N 8tmt' ﬁ. “.
Waghington 7, D. Cs

AlBamh
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3014 N STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON 7, D. C.

March 28,

Dear Alfred:

Pegey and I have decided that we would like
to sell the Daumier SPECTACLE GRATIS which, you
remember, we purchased four or five years ago
for §35,000.

What do you think the best way of selling it
would be -- turn it over to one dealer, several
dealers or what? I would appreciate your giving
me your ideas at which time I will have Mr. McCabe
get in touch with the dealer direct.

I am not anxious to make a very quick sale,
but on the other hand I would want to put a price

on the picture at which it could be sold and not
have it around for years.

Sincerely,

Bun

William A.M, Burden

Mr, Alfred H., Barr, Jr. Director
Museum of Modern Art

11 West 53rd Street

New York, New York
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Rechtsanwalt
Privat: Tabingen, Nignlestrafie 24

Fernsprecher 2596
Wirtthe. Verciosbank Tabingen Ne. 10711

Tibingen, den 27.4ug.1951.

The Museum of Modern Art
Herrn

Direktor Dr.Rar r

New - York 19

11 West 53 rd Btreet.

Sehr verehrter Herr Museumsdirektor!

Bezugnehmend auf IThr Brieftelegramm v.24.5.51 und mein
Schreiben vom 28.5.1951 darf ieh Thnen mitteilen, daR
sich in dieser Sache unterdessen in Threm Auftrage die
Galerie Alex V 6 m e 1 (Diisseldorf) und Mr. Curt Valentin

an uns gewandt haben und uns ein Gebot libermittelten.
Anliegend darf iech Thnen Durschlag meines heutigen
Schreibens an Mr.Curt Valentin iibersenden, das Sie uber
den Sgand der Angelegenheit unterrichten wird.

Mit hochachtungsvollem GruB
Thr
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Stuif O, 3
~ Kieines Haus, Tel, 91372
Priv.: TObingen, Nagelesir. 24, Tel. 2596

Tibingen, den 27. m.“”‘,-‘o? R

Mr. Curt Valentin
€.0. Galerie ILouise Leiris
29 bis rue d'Astor
Paris VIII

Sehr geehrter Herr Valentin!

Entschuldigen Sie bitte, def ich erst heute zur Beant-
wortung Ihrer Zellen vom 5.August komme. Wie Thnen sicher
bekannt, teilten wir mit Schreiben vom 28.Mai 1951 $ )
dem Museum of Modern Art nach Anfrage die Nettobewertung
der "Enienden 1911" (Pronce) mit. Die Galerie Alex

V & me l (Disseldorf) iibermittelte uns in dieser

Seche ein Gebot von DM 54,500. Da wir diesem Gebot nicht
néher treten kénnen, miissen wir nach Inren Zeilen vom '
5.8. annehmen, daB wohl die Sache als erledigt b.mm,
werden kenn, zumal nach dem Auftrag des Museums of Modernm
Art an Sie offensichtlich die evtl. entstehenden Ver- ”4
mittlergebilhren zugerechnet werden miiften. . # k

Mit ergebenem GruB -. "l
Ihr '

4
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3014 N STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON 7, D. C.

June 20, 1951

Dear Alfred:

Confirming our conversation about

the La Riviere, let's hold up on this
until we see whether or not we get the
Lehmbruck.
Sincerely,
N

William A. M. Burden

Nr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York, New York
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June 19, 1951

Dear Bill:

T have just heard from Luclen Maillol, the son of
the -sculptor, who names a prics of §13,050,00 for a lead
cast of Lg Rividre.

Do you want us 4o do anybhing about 1%?

Sincerely,

Alfred H, Barr, Jr,
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3014 N STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON 7, D.C.

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for your note about the Lehmbruck.
As T wired you, it is all right to have Valentin see if
he cen get it for £15,000.

Sincerely,

Beian

William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred H. Berr
The Museum of Modern Art
New York 19, N. X.
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Mr. Williem A. M, Burden
3014 K Street, N. V.
Washington 7, D. C.

Dear Nr. Burdeni

This letter is to confirm my €
. versation with Alfred Barr that you mxd

ﬁs,ooo for the large "Kneeling Figure™ kg
» of which the Museum of Modern\X

stone cast.

This smount ing
&lnt;; however, the cost

) 1t. is & posthpmous ca s ] Hovwer, I have
fast, and 1t sddas to be & very good vork of

jor Burope on Sunday, and you

; few weeks as goon as I can uko:

Very sincerely .mrn,

Curt Valentin
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W. P. MARSHALL, FREsiDENT o
'ThﬂblﬁmlthnnhmmuummmmudmmuhsTANDA_m}Tluﬁnmmn:oﬂﬂn. Time of receipt Is STANDARD TIME at px

WUBO36 PD=WASHINGTON DC JUN 7 850A=
ALFRED BARR ,MUSEUM OF MODERN ART=

AUTHORIZE VALENTINE TO GO TO $15000 ON LEHMBRUCK=

BILL BURDEN=
$15000 LEHMBRUCK=912A={

; ;
_ FE ' - l "- 2 e B 2 2 -
18 Q2 : : tervichtung miehte

Nawertung dva
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ce: D Miller ' B = 75 &

i plunc

Lehmbruck's son writes praposterous proposal come this
country discuss sale posthmmous east of Knsoling Woman., MNow
insured for 85,000 marks in London exhibition, Imposaible
deal directly with Lehmbruck family, 98t you ‘commission
Ourt Valentin to buy cast, fe suggests 15,000, comission
included. He is sailing Sunday,

Here 1s a translation of the letter from Guido Lelmbruck, the san.

© You will note that he is not willing to assure you that the mﬂ ™
be Everyone knows that Frau Lehmbruck has been making poste . =« -

| ‘humous casts, but. very slovly, 8o that they are quite rare, utad fa

"% If you really vanbions of theso casts, I thlnk you had betber get Gt
g __.. Ourt Valentin to work on it. If you don't want to pay 15,000, - ’

et less. He will do what he can, but I doubt if you can get it for less, = -
RO - .

#
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; NIGHT LETTER - COLLECT
MR, WILLIAM A, 14, BURDEN

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATR FORCE
WASHINGTON, D, C. JUNE 5, 1951

LEMMBRUCK'S SON WRITES PREPOSTEROUS PROPGSAL GOME THTS COUNTRY DISGUSS
SALE POSTHUMOUS CAST OF KWERELING WOMAN, NOW INSURED FOR 85,000 MARKS.

IN LONDON EXHIBITION, IMPOSSIBLE DEAL DIRECTLY WITH LEHMBRUCK FAMILY,

SUGGEST YOU COMMTSSION CURT VALENTIN TO BUY CAST. HE SUGGESTS $15,000
COMMISSION INCLUDED, H% IS SAILING SUNDAY,

ALFRED BARR

"

|~
THE COMPANY WILL AFPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING I1TS SERVICE

 diirfte zu erwarten sein, dal Ger INTETESSENy Vo urcoos
Plan Abstand nimmt. Nur zu Ihrer Unterrichtung mdchte
jch Ihnen jedoch mitteilen, daB sich die Bewertung des
Broncegusses der "Knienden" auf 85 000.- DM(West)
belsuft. Da vorab einige Fragen zu kléren waren, kann

“.C}&ongg diese Bewerrungsangabe selbstverstiéndlich kei? Yerbindliches

Angebot darstellen. Da diese Klérung nur persdnlich er-
folgen kdnnte, wire ich evtl. bereit, auch nach dort zu
kommen, wenn der Interessent die Kosten der Reise und
des kurzen Aufenthaltes libernehmen wiirde.

Mit hoechachtungsvollem GruB

Ihr-y’) =
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gufdo Lehmbruds Baro  Stigarkd:

Rechtsanwalt Kagimen Hognifor Worteeoilirgion Sitabiicater
Fernsprecher 91372
Privat: Thbingen, Nigrlesirafe 24
Fernnprecher 2596
Wortthe, Vereinabank Tabingen Nr. 10711

Tibingen, den 28.Mai 1951.

The Museum of Hoéerh Art
Herrn Direktor
Drs: B a2 2
New- York 19
11 West B3 rd Street

Sehr geehrter Herr Museumsdirektor!

Vielen Dank fiir Thr Brieftelegramm vom 24.5.1951, mit dem
Sie um nihere Angaben iiber die "Kniende 1911" bitten. Meine
Mutter beauftragt mich, Ihnem folgendes mitzuteilen:

Da von unserer Seite das GuBdatum nicht angegeben wird,
diirfte zu erwarten sein, daB der Interessent von diesem
Plan Abstand nimmt. Nur zu Ihrer Unterrichtung mdchte
jch Thnen jedoch mitteilen, daB eich die Bewertung des
Broncegusses der "Knienden" auf 85 000.- DM(West)
beliuft. Da vorab einige Fragen zu kléren wéren, ksnn
diese Bewertungsangabe selbstversténdlieh kein berbindliches
Angebot darstellen. Da diese Kldarung nur persdnlich er-
folgen konnte, wire ich evtl. bereit, auch nach dort zu
kommen, wenn der Interessent die Kosten der Reise und
des kurzen Aufenthaltes ilibernehmen wiirde.

Mit hochachtungsvollem GruB
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GUIDO LEHMRRUCK Nipelestrasse 2l
ATTORNEY Tifbingen

Director Dr. Barr
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York 19, N. Y.
Dear Director:
Many thanks for your nightletter of May 2L, 1951
in which you asked mm for details about the Kniende 1911.
My mother has asked me to give you the following informations:
Since on our part we do not give the date of the
cast, it might be expected that the collector is going to drop
his plan. However for your information I would like to tell

you that the insurence valuation of the bronze cast of the

Kniende is 85,000 DM(West). Since certain questions have to

be discussed first this valuation cannot be considered as a
firm offer. Since this discussion could only take place per-
gonally I would be willing to come over there if the collector
would assume the expenses of the trip and a short stay.

Very truly yours,

/s/ G. Lehmbruck
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‘Dear M1l

R
[t n e
CC: Miss Dudley e
Miss D, Miller

January 8, 1953

Ferhaps 1 shouldn't bring this matter
up jn-t. after our conversation about your will. I
hope that my institutiomdl rapseity will not offend

‘You,

You my

cated mmtil'r.fam with §
'-%Nn might buy both of them,

Mondrdans ] suggested

give one to thl Museum

that during those compli-
dney Janis over the two

save some two thousand

dollare im thetransact{sfi. In the end you deeided
to keep both of them but said =-- as 1 recall our con-
versation - tnt the Museum would eventually have the
smaller and earlier of the two. This pleture, as' I -

pointed out in my lette
is quite important for

example of Mondrian's
you mey now have chan

f. you of February 21, 1951,
sl

nce it is a eclassical
matire style. Perhaps
“your mind but I thought I

mtondmmof;qrmimutht“ﬂ.

Several times have asked me about

Marin., There is an e
walls of the Downtown

watercolors and three or

first rate, at prices
as *1,2&-

exhibition now on the
ery. They are all recent
our of them seem to me
r$2,000, some as little

L

Sincerely,

Alfred li, Barr, Jr.

Mr, William i. M. Burden

630 Fifth Avenue
¥ew York 20, New York

AHBsmh
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART DATE

December 22, 1952

REQUEST FOR PUBLICATIONS

Kindly send el copies of the following publications:
paper
cloth Barr: Picassos: Fifty Years of His apt

Barrs Matisse: His Art and His Publie

To:
Mr. William 4, M. Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
Few York 20, Wew York

For:

Requested by Mr. Burden

DELIVERED

Alfred H, Barr, Jr,
Director of t.h: Museum Golleetionn
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1
cct Dorothy Miller l'/f

lvmbpr 28,2952,

the

‘D&M' : " '_',_':I Fl B1lLe

ey T took ' laok at the big Pollock opposite the
~@ntrance at Jinfs and I think 1t excellent, a really
exeiting pleture, On the other hend, I think §5,000 1s
2 good deal, "

I ulso have your letter abdtt & Soulages,
There are none for sale in thjg.lw.\_ ) I have ..,
asked Carré for photographs in conneetion with a possible
Museum purchase, I will let you imow when they cons,
re Alfred Parr, Dirggbes
e WA & i Kodlern w Y .hl

1
rk

Alf'red E. Bm’ :l'.
Director of the Museum Collections

1 o
1 Weegt 53prd £
1§

New York 19, 1

Wir, ¥ill%am A. M. Bisden
630 Fifth Avenue
Bew York 20, New York

AfBelh
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630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

November 24, 1952

Dear Alfred:

When you go over to see the Pollock
show, I would much appreclate your opinion on
the big Pollock which is hanging opposite the
entrance doorway and also on the pink and mauve
clay which they have.

Sincerely,
William A« M. Burden
Mr. Alfred Rarr, Director
The Museum of NModern Art

11 West 53rd Street
New York 19, New York
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ccs: Mise Dorothy Miller

hlmi“m*!.:r-:wt:-rf in another Leger at this time,

“I "EHoupht you would Tike o know
tlut theu 13 a very good Léger of 1913 in at
Janis', H& may phone you‘ebout 8 ‘Tf you apent
at all interes you can ask for a photograph

“or have him send. 1t @ewni Tt'ds first rvate in

color and the price, though high, is not out of
1ine with what is being asked and got for Légers
of this quality. My guess is he may lower the
price a little but not much. B s

Sincere
Willism A. ¥. Burden.

Alfred H. Barr, Jr.

Mr, William A, M. Burden
630 Fifth Avenue
)lw ‘!ork 20, Nl'u‘ York

ex
T"’.pm "‘.‘ " ArS

¥

w1l

traat

ar'k 1Y
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8530 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

November 7, 1952

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for your note of the 3lst. I
wouldn't be interested in another Leger at this time,
but I do appreciate your letting me know about it.

Please don't hesitate to let me know about
anything else really important that is coming up.

As ever,

B oL

William A. M. Burden.

Mr. Alfred H. B&I‘r, Jr.
The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York 19, N. Y.
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630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

August 26, 1952

Dear Alfred:

Many thanks for your informative letter of
August 17th. You have certainly given me some very
good tips and I will take advantage of them when I
get over there which, I think, will be around the end
of September or the beginning of October. It is poss-
ible that I will not have left before your return,
in which case T hope we will have an opportunity to
meet and talk about your trip. It sounds marvellous
and T am particularly anxious to discuss the Lehmbruck
problem with you.

I am getting in touch with Rehn about the
"Song of the Whippoorwill", in which I definitely would
be interested.

Sincerely yours,

Bt Bunds

William A. M. Burden

Mr, Alfred Barr

c¢/o Chase National Bank
51 Berkeley Square
Iondon, W.l, England
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Mr, William A.M. Burden 17 August 1952

630.Fifth ave, ¢/o Chase Nat.l Bank
New ¥ork . 51 Berkeley E£a.
ey - ‘London W, . T
Dear Bill,% . ; : - . y Pignen,
. Here are a few notes on pictures and dealérs in Europe. As
your letter lndicates, you already realize tuat pricee navé gone up a lot
and tney nave been forced up even further by uhe Cognacq sales,. . cus.

- A;.I._Saﬁ\very few "wasverpleces" if aay, for aaie"‘aﬂ__'f," least by 31.@3:- and
well-esiablished artlets. e sdin,

. : ‘ 38 pant
~w.dn Farls 1f jou nave vlme stop In at vne following zalleries;

Ci' "é"‘. ng ‘174 r. du Faubourg £t, Hohore, Bing ie aWay until js_‘gg&_.&:&'i )
“but 1§ would be worth p.oning ‘nls asent wao hae the keys - M. Flerre Batifol =)
© at @pera 0008 Me.atlon uy name a.d that b E&n%_ﬂ_i-*ﬂ? Jou Lo see some of

hie pl NoLADIRY | -

ms

maieon rouge - 3000 pounds verling plug couuliselon, An early
d powerful plcture, Price not exceseIVe, 3ing would noria: add
around 20/ ; if you like it you could pargaln but nol ;h,-g B4 e
© M, Bgtlfol wno would, however, give you Bing's vacation address.
Delsunay: Fenetre clmultanee cm,132 X 1‘.95_. avout 1912. Perhape the _1;,.1;_
importsnt Delaunay 1a tne warkebt; = hansome, gay and decoratlve p.mmw
The owner wante francs 3.000.000 aud Bing would want a commiselon, |
Again the price would pe subject to bargaining. : y
Derain - L'Eetague, c¢w. 20 X €3. A brillliant, culte austract, fauve Derain
of 1%'5 , reaily beautiful ia célor. Bing owne it and wants 9
francs 3.000.uu0. feems Nlgh to we out ra}w}s plctures are outrageously
~ Tcoetly ( the maiieee wulcn we olfeicd UL, Requin $6.000 for two years —
ago wae eold for avout §19.000 last wonth),
There are other plctures ol lnterset at B8ing's including Soutines which,
I'm afrald Pessy would no. like aud Dufys wnich she mizht like,

10 Ave, de heselne. Asx for firet rate Legers, also worke by
yg Zer men, eepeclally Soulage and Hartung, both excellent and eound

investments.

3alerie Maeght, 11 rue de Te..eran. Moet brilliantly succesful dealer in

Sarls at jacked up Brague pricee terrllically but you might aek to see
a »

gome.

|
bie rue d'sstorg. Inie ie Kahnweller'd gzallery, He
Jdrie Louls:n giglsief?is would De Laere in hie place. Ask for Plcasso =
i) g:ﬂenu headé of wedium eize v also fine drawinge of all periods
::gepffnt.a A8k Lo Bee Maeson's book of lilnographe of Venlice, also Leger

1ithographe, He mlgnt have eoume aew Pilcaseo sculptures and ceramics,
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3alerie de France, 3 rue du Faubourg £t., Honore, For young and middle gene= {

ratlon French palnters. Ask [or honek@ar Caputo or Mme. Prevot, better
phone anjou® 6937 Lo be surec Luey're opemn. AEK for watercolors by Pignon,
paingings by Muslic ( pronounced kugich).

A propos of your Lenm bruck problem a lot depends on whether the cast
would be a new one, au older one but stlll made poethumously or an
“original" wmade during uic gculplor's lifctime, For a parallel, the
price of a,bronze cast ol tie full-leagih staue of Balzac by Rodin,
limiced 1 think to four copies aud avout 10 feet high, would cost
france 7.000.000.

Dear L1f el

I Buppose you are now comlng Lo London. If ,ou are, get a copy of
art News aud Review for the addresees ol galeries. Look in at Lefevre,
Matthiessen and Wildeasteln for lmpregcioniet Freiich plctures, Mayor on
Brook £t. ( we weat bLuexe tuogelher :iq"lshﬁg’ fol Mgtthew tmith acd for
younger British psinters aud Sel,linpg,gﬁi Hanover; Gimpel File and
Redfern. and don't forget tac pictures at tne Courtsuld Inetliute,
20 Portman Bg. s Loey ars .u,:n%_g;‘ful_ _The two TJOE*. ‘young Enzlish palnters
are Francis Bacon: aud dpracam sutherland, % e

s drep =

n Faris
rgbelts FoNI

tevmded hy
thaagh Talentl
ealien for

that this
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630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, NEW YORK

July 16, 1952

Dear Alfred:

It was very thoughtful of
you to write from Paris and I appreciate your
keeping your eyes open for things I might be
interested in. I was afraid that the C
sale would drive prices madly upward and that
seems 1o be the case. However, if you do run
into anything unusually interesting, do drop me
a line,

I hope to be in Paris
myself about September 15, but I imagine you
will have left by then. I am still by
the Lehmbruck "Kneeling Woman," although Valentine
still maintains that it cannot be gotten for
less than 100,000 RM, Do you think that this
price is entirely out of 1ine?

Best to you both,
; Sincerely,

/s/ Bill
William A. M, Burden

Mr. Alfred Barr
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53 Street
New York, N. Y.
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B30 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

July 2, 1952

Dear Alfred,

I am sure that you are enjoying your vacation
enormously and had a wonderful time in Sicily. I only
wish I could have been there too.

Now that you are in Paris and in closer touch
with what is going on in the Art world, I would appre—
ciate your letting me know whether you have come across
any topnotch pictures in which you think I might be
interested. Peggy and I expect to be over about the
middle of September, but not before.

All of the best to you both,

As ever,

P W

Mr. Alfred Barr
e/o Chase Bank
L1 Rue Cambon

Paris 1, France
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1224 30™ STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON 7, D.C.

tpril 2L, 1952

Dear Alfred:

I was delighted to hear from Dorothy that you have
enbarked on a really long vacation in Europe and I know that
you will enjoy yourself thoroughly. There is a possibility
that I may be over for a week or two at the end of May but I
am not sure at this time.

I do hope you will keep your eye open for amy really
great pictures in which you think I might be interested. I
would particularly like to get a wonderful Matisse, either of
the "0's, which T believe is the period which you like, or of
the same period as the Whitney "Goldfish" which, as well as I
remember, is around 1911-12. I want it to hang in our bedroom
at Northeast Harbor so it should be flowery and gay but of the
very first quality,

I wish T could be with you in Siecily. I am sure you
are enjoying yourself tremendously there.

All the best,
(PN e

William A. M. Burden
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630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 20, NEW YORK

July 16, 1952

Dear Alfred:

It was very thoughtful of you to write from Paris

and I appreciate your keeping your eyes open for things
I might be interested in. I was afraid that the
Cognacq sale would drive prices madly upward and that
seems to be the case. However, if you do run into
anything unusually interesting, do drop me a line.

I hope to be in Paris myself about September 15, but
I imagine you will have left by then. I am still
tempted by the Lehnbruck "Kneeling Woman", although
Valentine still maintains that 1t cannot be gotten
for less then 100,000 RM. Do you think that this
price i3 entirely out of line?

Best to you both,
Sincerely

WAMB : MK William A. M. Burden

Mr. Alfred Barr
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53 Street
New York, N. Y.
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cc: Hannah Muller

May 5, 1952
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Turnden @

o f’_U.Jur' Tara
cct Miss D, Miller

Dear B411:

N I went in
very well having studied

| T
‘80ft and uncertain in parts. On Saturdey I found
Pegey Prekin in the gallerys she too did not freatly. m.’it.
quality, 7f you 1ike it, ? would ..hiﬁuu%’ﬁ}m it. Oreenberg
o e M U e i e e
: elf a painter the leading e . of the

bt 1 saw the Léger again, the one that ome sees
wthonbmﬂsuatthem@u-wa I think it abso=
lutely first rate, Saprn e

I wish you had taken more time at the Rothko
gallery. Jim Soby, Dorothy Miller and I are enthusiastic about
the show and particularly one picture which we want to get for the
collection, By coincidence, Philip Johnson and Eddie Cahill also
greatly admire this picture. Johnson even wanted to buy it for
himself, but I have reserved it for the Museum, although I must

unless you have some strong objection. The

i e Kl e g R SR
the -maim ui;r_-é_rs.{eg%fh. b T

¥
W

Mr, William Ae M. Burden
3014 N Street, ¥, W,
Washingten 7, D, C.

!
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1224 30™ STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON 7, D.C.

March 27, 1952

Dear Alfred;

Many thanks for your note of March 17th about
the good books on Cezanne and possible pictures that
might be for sale. I would appreciate it if you would
let me see a catalog of the exhibition as I haven't
got one at present,

We have the "Still Life with a Guitar" at the
moment, but while I am very much impressed with it,
Mrs. Burden and I have now decided not to keep it,.

I would very much like to have Mrs, Bragozzi
make a catalog of our pictures and I do hope you will
persuade her to do it. I am enclosing a copy of my
letter to her,

Sincerely,

B~

William A. M. Burden

Mr., Alfred H. Barr, Jr.

Director of the Museum Collections
The Museum of Modern Art

New York 19, New York
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Dear Mrs, Bragozsi:

I have talked to Alfred several times about getting
some oubstanding person Lo make a good descriptive catalog
with photographs of the pictures in our collection. T
would like a complete and accurate, but not “flattering",
description of each picture, how it fits into the artistls
development, wien it was painted and, of course, the usual
information as to where it was purchased, where it has been
exhibited and where it has been reproduced, etc.

this catalog would be to provide a
paintings for my own records and I
done carefully and completely, There
Would you feel free to do
you have some spare time? I would

Sincerely,

11 west 53rd Street
New York 19, New York
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PRI
WHE ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGOCPL}Q-“‘“,
| & AP T2

CHAUNCEY McCORMICK, President CHARLES H. WORCESTER, Honorary President ROBERT ALLERTON, Honorary Vice-President
PERCY B. ECKHART, Vice-President RUSSELL TYSON, Vite- President WALTER S. BREWSTER, Vice- President HOMER J, LIVINGSTON, Treasurer
DANIEL CATTON RICH, Director CHARLES FABENS KELLEY, Assistant Director CHARLES BUTLER, Business Manager LESTER B. BRIDAHAM, Secretary

CHICAGO 3 ILLINOIS TELEPHONE CENTRAL 6-7080

March 20, 1952

Dear Alfred:

Thank you for your letter of March 17. We
have written the Metropolitan to send Mr. Burden a
catalogue as we ran out on the last day. I eppreciate
Your words on the catalogue. I &m sorry you did not see
the exhibition in Chicago.

As far as I know, none of the paintings, except
for the Still Life: Jug and Fruit, Cat. No. 84 (aside from
those belonging to dealers) is for sale. Thannhsuser has
latched on to the South African one.

Very sincerely yours,

’
Danie; Catton Rich

Director

Mr. Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
Director of the Museum Collections
The Museum of Modern Art

11 West 53rd Street
New York 19, New York
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. March 18, 1952

Dear B3111:
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March 17, 1952

Dear Bill:

Bernard Karpel ie looking up the 1iut of books about Cezanne to:
see whether you have the newest book by Dorival, Ferhaps you want to
order that in Washington, There 1s an English edition which would be
available at any good book shop, Bernard Dorival is on the staff of the
Musée d"Art Moderne and has written e very Iateregting and complete book.

The most interesting blography 1s still Gy\xatle Mack's, The Briefe .t, beat
analybical account is by Roger fry, o e

I have written Dah Tch to ask him whether a\y Cosanhies beside deale
er=owned pletures were for sales v Shat. i ’ '

There are apveral good pictures lent by New !er‘k dealers. lNumbers

2 and 3 are pm early pictures, the latter one of the most massive

powerful %" painted in the 19th century, 1 do not much like
. (A 13, kl‘? is a charming rather impressionist picture in the style of
V" Pls H my mind sufficiently worth the high price.
No., 22 is quite beautiful in color but only E’cﬂtel@r intoresting obher-
wise, No, 25 may nmot be for sale, I don't think it Worth \oing after,
No, 28, though small, is a picture of rare importance to my hind, It is
wonderful in color, full of passionate movoment and 1ooks £ both to
the expressioniet and cubist lines of development, a really: striling study,

1 \

Nelson did hot buy the beantiful Picasso "Sti1l life with a Guitar" of
1943, He was delighted with it,but it did not look rijght in hi\p big room
because of size and eolor. I heartily recommend it ard am delighted vou
are taking a look at it, It seems to me quite reasonsble in price though
not a bargain, This is a picture that I would like tc[ see come to the

\

Museum eventually (if I may be so boldl)
My best to Peggy. I hope to see you \soon, '
Sincerely,

Alfred H, Barr, Jr,
Director of the Museum Collections

AHB/fy
Mr, William M, A, Burden

122/ 30th Street, H.W,
Washington 7, D.C,
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1224 30™ STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON 7, D. C.

March 10, 1952

Dear Alfred:
Which of the Cezanne books that are out
at the moment do you consider the best?
Incidently, are there any really fine
Cezanne's in the Chicago show that may be for

sale?

Sincerely,
William A, M. Burden

Mr, Alfred H. Barr, Jr.
Director

The Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street

New York, New York
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART &

Date g rrumey26; 90—

Tos Dorothy Miller Rm—-ﬁppotd—rm-—ym—m—-
From: Tish

Dear Dorothy:

My, MoCabe in Mr. Burden's office just vhoned that WAMB has bought Lippold's

dp the Sun from the Willard Gallery and has arranged with them to deliver
it to the Museum the end of next week,

After the show (I gave him the dates) they will let us know vhere they
would like it sent,
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Dec. 16

I phoned with Mr. McCabe about Mr. Burden's
Daumier. He said that in the meantime
Mr. Burden had told him to let the matter
go until after Christmas and then make

an appointment with you to talk over

also a number of other picture problems.
(They never gave the Daumier to

Silberman as had been suggested.)

mh
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u).%m@#

had a golden opportunity three years ago.

you remember, we bought the big Fish, but I also wanted to
the Socrates = but as usual The committee did not want

buy more Than one thing at a time, Now Brancusi refuses

1 have had word from the caster Rudier saying
ththhopﬁtgnﬁmuoﬁshmawmmtdth
Maillol La Riviere. We are trying to get Frau Lehmbruck's
address S50 that we can approach her directly, although the
chances of securing the ne bronze Kniende cast during Lehm=
bruck's 14fe time are not great, However it may be that
Frau Lelmbruck controls a posthumous cast, " Anyway we shall
find out,

SM'

Alfred H. Barr, Jr.

Mr, William A. M, Burden
301l ¥ Street, No We
Washington 7, De Ce

AHB imh
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3014 N STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON 7, D. C.

ner 1 do hope you will keep an

eye open e if' you

czn get for the the

Brangeusi "Bird in Space" in gray stons.

¥r. Alfred Bar
Museum of Mo

11 West S

New York, HNew

Sincerely,

12

William A. M . Burden
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HARRISON & ABRAMOVITZ, ARCHITECTS
6 3 0 EV1TETNH AVENUE, N EW Y 0 R K

March 15, 1951
Job #1179-4

RE: W. A. M. BURDEN HOUSE
Mt. Kisco, New York

Mr, Alfred Barr
Museum of Modern Art
11 West 53rd Street
New York City

Dear Mr, Barr:

Mr. Burden has asked me to send you the enclosed prints showing
his new house in Mt. Kisco which, I understand, you are to look
over so you can advise him of the best method of installing some
of his picturess Although these prints do not represent the
final scheme, T believe they are sufficiently developed to help
you advise Mr. Burden,

Very truly yours,




