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Modern architectural developments l a America and throughout th* 

world will lift graphically i l lustrated la the f irst International Rxhl-

bit ioa of Modem Arohiteoture which o ens to the public Job* 10 at 

tho Ifuaeum of Medorn Art, 7S0 Fifth *rmvm. 

"Expositions and exhibitions haw psrhaps ohanpd the character 

of American architecture of tho la t forty years aoro than any other 

facte*** It ia pointed oat fey Alfred H« Barr, Jr. t director of th> Mu-

stua, la Mm his foreword to tho catalogue of tho exhibition* 

"As a result of forty year* of successive ana simultaneous ar

chitectural fashion a, tho aronue.ro of mr greatest o l t iee , our archi

tectural magaslnss and annual exhibit! en a are Tjcnuraents to tho oapri-

oiousness and unoert laty of our architecture. 
wfho present exhibition la an assertion that the oonfuei <n of 

tho past forty yearn, or rather of the peat century, may shortly come 

to an «nd» *»n years ago the Chicago Tribune competition brought forth 

almost aa many different styles ea there wero projects. Sine* then the 

Ideas of a aumber of progressive architects hare converged to f^ra a 

genuinely new style which l a rapidly spread lag throughout the tforld. 

Both la appearance and structure this style Is peculiar to the t|Wehtie* 

century and is as fuadamntally original as the Greek or BySejitinc t \ 

or (totals. Because of i t s simultaneous development In severe*'Aif^er* 

eat countries and because of I ts world-wide distribution i t Jims oeea; j \ 

"The assthetlo principles of the Interna tlmal Style are >e$e4 

primarily upon the nature of modern materials and Uruoture and n)petox 

modern requirement) In planning. Slender stool posts and beams, ani 

ooncroto reinforced by stool hare mode possible structures of sksljet1 

l ike strength and lightness, the external surfacing materials mv% 6f 

painted stucco or t i l e , or, la mere expansive buildings, of aluminum 

or thin slabs of mrble or granite and of glass both opaque and trans

parent. Plan-lag, atom liberated f*oa tho neotsslty for symmstry so 

frequently required by tr dition I s , l a tho new style , flexibly de-
I 

pendent upon convenience. 
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"These technical and u t i l i t a r i a n factors In the hands of designers 

who understand inherent aesthetic p o s s i b i l i t i e s have resulted in an ar

chitecture comparable in integrity and even in beauty to the s ty le s of the 

past." 

Special models designed by leading American and European arohi-

t e s t s , sjMrysTgroup of snlatgsd photo graphs, w i l l demonstrate that modern 

architecture oan achieve practical expression in every type of building -

private house, school, apartaient house, church, factory, department store, 

club and college dormitory. 

Bach o f the American architects who have designed models for the 

exhibition has dealt with a different problem i n modern architecture. 

Raymond Hood, TOll-known flew York archi tect , presents his idea of a sky

scraper apartment tov;er in the country. Hows & Lesoass, ffew York and 

Philadelphia archi tects , offer a so lut ion for low-priced housing i n 

the Chrys tie-Forsyth d i s t r i c t In Hew York's Lowr Bast Bids* Prank 

Iloyd Wright of Spring Green, Wis., w i l l show a model o f a large private 

house in Tulsa, Oklahoma; Bowman Bro th e s , of Chicago, a striking apart

ment house project for Chicago; and Richard tfeutra of Los Angeles, a 

modern school building. 

The four founders df the International Style in architecture 

are represented i n the exhibition by modelw: Walter Gropius of Berlin, 

with his model for the Bauhaus Institute in Dessau, Germany; Le Cor-

busier of Paris, with a model for a luxurious private house; J. J . P. 

Oud of Rotterdam, with a model of a private home In Plnshurst, If. C«; 

and Hies van der Rehs, who has dsslgnsd an elegant private house in 
f i f t h 

Brno, Czechoslovakia* Otto Haesler, the/xxiax European architect tfio 

has designed a model for the exhibit ion, presents his project for a hou

sing development at Kassel, Germany* 

The exhibit ion has been i n preparation since December, 1990, 
direct ion 

under the/gsttxams of Philip Johnson, a member of the Museum's advisory 

oomml 11 ss • 

Patrons of the exhibit ion, who have boon Instrumental in advancing 

modern architecture in this country and abroad* include: The Duke of 

Alva, of Spain; M. Charles de Bsistsgui , Paris; Dr. Alexander J. Chandler, 

Chandler, Arlsona; William Burnlee Curry, Partington Hall, England; 

Burgomaster P. Droogleever Fortuljn Of Rotterdam; Dr. Bduard £uohs, Berlin; 



Burgemaator Heaaa of Deaaau* Oermany. Hloh^rd Lloyd Jonea, Tulaa, Okla. 

Herr Eari ia Lange, Xrofeld, fcermaay; Mr. art Hre. Oharlea J. Liee-

man, Mt. Kieoo, H.T.; Dr. and M a. Philip M. Lor o i l , Loi Angelea, Cal . j 

Uae. Helena da Mandrel, torn or of l » Congr*a Intamationaax d'Arohl-

teatur* Mods na; Mra. Alloa Millard, Paeadena Cal; Hlaa Blixabeth Uooa# 

dlrootor of the He sal an Rilla ^ehool, Croton-On-Hadaoa; Jtalooln Hair, 

Haw Torlti the Tiaoowt Oharlea da Hoaillea; the Baronee* Helena ton Koa-

tit*-Hindenburg; tha Prlnooae Sdmond da Polignae, Parta; 

Bertram w* Roe en • tone, Bv&naton, I l l s florr Georg ton Sehni t i ler , 

Frankfort •on-Main; tar. and Mrs. Mlohael **** Stein, O&rchea, Franoe; 

Mr. and Mm. Fri ta 'itagen^jat, Bxfefi, Caeohoalorakia; Mr. a r t Mra# n i l i m 

itlac ^aaaarmaa, Philadelphia. 

featrone for tha exhibition who hare adroroed tha study ot housing 

problema indlade Frederick Bigger, Alexander M. Sing, William Bloane 

Coffin, tfilliea ROT r Greeley, Peter arinaa, A. S« Xasan, ttiHean Lieu-

tenant 0 pernor Herbert H. l i t e m Lehman, Mrs. i l l lea A. Loefcv'ood, 

Mrs*, ten?? Moafcowlta, lira. Joseph Proakainr, Aaron B&binowlts, tha Hon. 

Alf k d !B. 3mith, Burgomaater Btadlar of £&aael, £e*many, Albert Hern and 
i j ^ \ 

Mrs, Kd lth Bluer ^ood. 
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