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Accompanied by a?, police escortj Jft Orands Jattej famous painting by the French artist 

Gfsorges Seurat, Hill make its first and only entry into New York City on Tuosd-.y evening, 

Perch 18, The 6 1/2 by 10 foot painting owned by the Chicago Art Institute, will arrive 

in a special railroad oar at the Railway Screes Agency Terminal in Hoboken. New Jersey• 

at 6t$$ p.m. There the picture will be.net by I'ueeun of Modem Art officials and trans

ferred to an insulated truck. The police will escort the truck to the Museum galleris*j 

litest 53 Street, New York, vher<~ it will be immediately unpacked While still snd miction 

picture gameras will record how it is handle^ and its condition, (The truck is erected 

to arrive at the Museum about 9 r.m.) 

Sflrtimated to be worth none than one million dollars, this is the only trip the 

painting can ever take as it was given to the Art Institute on condition that it be lent 

only once, "long with riore than !5>0 paintinps and*drawings bv Seurat, the picture will 

£0 or view at the Museum of Modern Art on Wednesday, i'arch 26 in the first retrospective 

of Seurat!s work Sold for half a. century. 

La Grande Jatte has been peaked in foam rubber in a specially constructed wood case* 

*he frame has been pack*"] separately, Louis Pome rant:.:, Conserve ten r of the Art Institute 

Of Chicaro, is accompanying the picture to New York, 

Although La Grande flat to caused an artistic scandal when fifcst shown by the 26-year 

old artist in 1886 in Paris, it iST.OW considered one of the world's modern masterworkSg 

Seurat worked for two years and made about 20 drawings and more then 30 preliminary pain! 

oefore comrleting the final version. The finisher; picture contains ,'i0 figures z:y::n on t' 

banks of a river on a holiday afternoon—o&yokes strike- bg a m ub pr-v r> rmb/p-rt ib r lea 

'"''''•s, a woman fishing, bees rowir.r, soldiers, a nur~e • nd 'Children playing, 

A Sunday Afternoon en t£e Island op £h Qrandc »fr»t * <fe fttll titl- , #*a bought ?n 

%9?3 for '22,000 and th«n given to the Art Institute of Chicago by Kelen uircb Partlef 

be.net


tha earl^ 1930' B B syntfteate of French ar t dealers offered the I n s t i t u t e ")no,OQ; 

the pic ture which has since t r i p l e d in valu.ej i t i s 6s*feijna,te#« 

The c± i ib i t ion Trill reman on Yieif a t the Mussina through î \.y 11 , 

For addi t ional Information please c a l l Elizabeth Sbav, Publici ty d i r ec to r , Museum of Me«iew 
Art. DT £-6900; a f te r 6 p.m. CT £-8903 


