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ftie idea of a museum of modern a r t had long been in many minds twenty-five years 

I ago* T n e organizers of the Armory show in 1913 had talked about i t . But only in 

11929 did anyone decide to do anything about i t . Probably by now there would have 

been a Museum of Modern Art in New York anyway. But without ac t ion by Abby Aldrich 

Rockefeller and two of her friends i t would not have happened in 1929* Mrs. 

Rockefeller was the center of t ha t act ion and i t was her energy and cuiet 

determination tha t provided the foundation of t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n . 

From tha t time u n t i l her death the Museum was Mrs. Rockefel ler 's chief 

interest. I t commanded always her unfal ter ing support. She ins i s t ed always t h a t the 

Huseum should not be a monument to any one person. She f e l t very s trongly, tha t i t 

must be the work of a team i f i t was to become the force in the community and i n the 

world that i t s founders envisaged. So i t was the work of a team. And so i t s t i l l i s . 

In the ear ly days of our beginning she f e l t tha t she should not give out 

publicity j l e s t the i n s t i t u t i o n should be l inked with her name. I n a l e t t e r of tha t 

time too she wrote: "We must show only the bes t , " Ihese two pr inc ip les of team 

play and ins is tence on the bes t have guided us through the years. 

But i t i s a l together f i t t i n g tha t a port ion of the i n s t i t u t i o n , in whose 

founding she had so large a p a r t , should bear the name of Abby Aldrich Rockefeller, 

Hay I suggest t ha t t h i s act ion should become a precedent* 


