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E M U S E U M O F M O D E R N A R T 
EST 53RD STREET, NEW YORK 

HONE: CIRCLE 7 - 7 4 7 1 

FOR RELEASE SATURDAY AFTERNOON, 
October 7,and SUNDAY MORNING 
October 8, 1933, 

FOUR CENTURIES OF PROGRESS 

Lee Simonson has now reached Swi tzer land i n h i s t r i p through 

urope to c o l l e c t m a t e r i a l for t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l E x h i b i t i o n of 

Theatre Art which he i s d i r e c t i n g and which w i l l be h e l d i n J an 

uary a t The Museum of Modern Ar t , 11 West 53d S t r e e t . Four cen

t u r i e s of p r o g r e s s i n the a r t of t he tfeeatre w i l l be shown by p e r i o d 

and by coun t ry , with models and drawings of s t age s e t s and costumes 

from Sweden, Germany, France ,England , A u s t r i a , I t a l y , S w i t z e r l a n d , 

Czechoslovakia, and the U.S .S .R. 

Word has j u s t been r e c e i v e d from Mr. Simonson t h a t the n a t i o n a l 

Museum of Sweden has consented to lend a r a r e s e r i e s of t en drawings 

of costume f i g u r e s made for an I t a l i a n pageant about the year 1550 

by P r i m a t i c c i o , the I t a l i a n who deco ra t ed F o n t a i n b l e a u for F r a n c o i s 

I . Mr. Simonson i s e n t h u s i a s t i c about the importance of the loan 

and w r i t e s : "Beau t i fu l drawings—or r a t h e r water c o l o r s — w i t h a l l 

the bloom of the Rena issance on them. They have had a s p e c i a l 

ca ta log pub l i shed on them by Oswald Swen — no l e s s * And they an

t i c i p a t e In igo Jones by 100 y e a r s . " 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l E x h i b i t i o n of Theatre Art w i l l occupy the f i r s t 

three f l o o r s of the Museum, A major p o r t i o n of i t w i l l be devoted 

to the work of American scene de s igne r s and villi c o n s i s t of models , 

la rge drawings for costumes and s e t s , and thumbnail ske tches of 

s tage e f f e c t s . 

FORMATION AFTER MUSEUM HOURS : 


