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Coinc iden t wi th the opening of i t s E x h i b i t i o n of Modern European 

Art on Wednesday, October 4 , The Museum of Modern Ar t , 11 West 53d 

S t r e e t , w i l l show i n i t s permanent a r c h i t e c t u r e room the model of a 

t w o - s t o r y suburban or town house , wi th garden , by Richard Wood of 

New York. 

The house , of s tucco or o ther composi t ion with s t e e l f rame, i s 

des igned to take f u l l advantage of two f i f t y - f o o t l o t s in the r e s i 

d e n t i a l s e c t i o n of a c i t y or e x c l u s i v e suburb where l and va lues a re 

h i g h . I t i s s e t w i t h i n a few f e e t of the s t r e e t and f i l l s the en

t i r e width of the two l o t s from p a r t y l i n e to p a r t y l i n e . On the 

s t r e e t s i de t h e f i r s t f loor c o n t a i n s double ga r age , k i t c h e n , and a 

long windowed c o r r i d o r off which a re the main s t a i r w a y , l a v a t o r y , 

th ree c l o s e t s , and maid ' s room and b a t h . At the back, or garden 

s i d e , a re d in ing room, huge l i v i n g room, and master bedroom and b a t h . 

A b r i c k e d t e r r a c e runs from one p a r t y l i n e ac ro s s d in ing room and 

l i v i n g room and i s en l a rged and lengthened as i t nears t he blank 

wal l of t h e master bedroom, which has an unbroken l i n e of windows 

looking out on i t s own small garden or c l o s e , made p r i v a t e a t s i de 

and back by high wa l l s or hedges and e f f e c t u a l l y s e t off from the 

l a r g e r garden by i t s own o u t - j u t t i n g b lank wal l and ^ e l l - p l a c e d 

clumps of shrubbery* 

One l a r g e and t^o smal ler bedrooms and two b a t h s a re above t h e 

master bedroom and t e r r a c e . A secondary s t a i rway s e p a r a t e s t hese 

rooms from the l i b r a r y , a t the front of the upper f l o o r . The 

l i b r a r y l eads in to a many windowed balcony ove r look ing the l i v i n g 

room, f»Q s t o r i e s h igh . At the far end of the ba lcony and a c 

t u a l l y a p a r t of i t , the sun room op^ns on the broad u p s t a i r s t e r r a c e , 
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The fea tures of t h i s very modern and extremely l ivab le house are 

the maximum advantage i t takes of i t s comparatively small land area 

and the privacy i t achieves In a c l o s e - b u i l t neighborhood. Instead 

of being se t in or near the center of the p l o t , t h i s dwelling is 

placed so near the s t r e e t that the greater pa r t of i t s land i s con

served at the rear for garden or lawn, further secluded by a wall 

or high hed^e at back and s ides . Few windows look out on the s t r e e t 

side of the f i r s t floor and those are a l l in corridor or service 

rooms. There are no windows on e i ther side of the house, as the 

walls are s e t flush with the par ty l i n e s . The en t i r e width of the 

house as i t f ronts on the garden, however, i s an almost unbroken 

l ine of windows on upper and lower f loors . This p r ac t i c a l and in 

t e r e s t i n g arrangement serves the ends of both beauty and pr ivacy. 

A novel feature of the kitchen i s that i t has no windows. 

Ins tead , a wide, f l a t skylight diffuses an even i l luminat ion and leaves 

the walls free for cupboard and closet space. An a i r -condi t ion ing 

system i s , of course, planned for t h i s room. Worthy of special notice 

also i s the un i t treatment which makes the long, ^indo™ed balcony 

and sun room on the. second floor an in tegra l par t of the l iv ing 

room below. The s^me idea i s ca r r i ed out by t r ea t ing the master 

bedroom and i t s small p r iva te garden as a u n i t , "'here room is separa t 

ed from garden only by what i s v i r t u a l l y a wall of gla.ss. 

In addi t ion to the large model to be shown by the Museum of 

Modern Art in October, a small one i s on display at the Chicago Fair 

in the "Design for Living" house which Mr. 'Vood designed in asso

c i a t ion with Mr. John C, B. Moore. 
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